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G’day Rangers… 

 

DEJA VU… here we go again, yep that’s right a snap lockdown. As I write this, we are coming out 

the other end, but the week long lockdown did impact on our Club activities. COVID and the weather 

has been responsible for several activities being cancelled. Our camp cook was cancelled… twice, the 

Big Desert Trip was cancelled, and the Simpson Trip has been postponed to a date yet to be 

confirmed. Not withstanding the impact on our members, I am grateful that the SA Govt does takes 

the approach of “go hard and go early” as this reduces the impact and we can get back to some form 

of normalcy sooner, unlike our neighbours in NSW who will suffer for some time yet…sigh. It also 

highlights the importance for all of us to do the right thing as it only takes one individual to cause 

havoc. So, I hope you managed to use the time productively, in the Lighthouse the kitchen got a 

spring clean, with cupboards emptied and cleaned and the stove getting a makeover. 

 

For those how have requested Beachport22 sites outside the standard period (22 – 26 Jan) I have 

consolidated a return and sent the request to the Southern Ocean Tourist Park. I am now waiting for 

info re deposit payments. For everyone else, I still have sites available for 22 – 26 Jan, if you want 

one of these let me know ASAP. Unallocated sites will be handed back at the end of Aug.  

 

Loftyfest 21 is approaching fast with numbers looking healthy. If you want to go please register on 

line. If you have registered I would have sent you an email re payment. 

 

Finally, don’t forget membership renewals are due by the end of this month. 

 

Anyway, that is enough for now, take care of yourself, and those around you – stay safe! 

 

Next Meetings:  

Next monthly meeting is 9 Aug 2021 

Next committee meeting 23 Aug 2021 

Word of the Month:    

 

Déjà vu - a feeling of having already experienced the present situation. 
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      YOUR COMMITTEE DIRECTORS FOR 2021-22 

  

PRESIDENT 

Gary Light 

 

 

 

VICE PRESIDENT 

Tom Doody 

 

Chris Grear 

 

 

 

president@mountloftyrangers.com.au 

 

vp@mountloftyrangers.com.au 

 

TREASURER 

Kylie Cooper 

 

 

 treasurer@mountloftyrangers.com.au 

 

secretary@mountloftyrangers.com.au 

 

SECRETARY 

Chris Grear 

TRIPS CO-ORDINATOR 

Ian McFarland 

 

 

 

FWD SA DELEGATE 

Paul Parsons 

 

 

 
trips@mountloftyrangers.com.au 

 

delegate@mountloftyrangers.com.au 

 

MEMBERSHIP OFFICER 

Marianne Sag 

 

 

 membership@mountloftyrangers.com.au 

 

MEMBERSHIP OFFICER 

Rob Stevens 

 

 

 membership@mountloftyrangers.com.au 
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MERCHANDISE OFFICER           

 

 

WEBSITE OFFICER 

Kevin Jesshope 

 

 

 

 

merchandise@mountloftyrangers.com.au 

 

webmaster@mountloftyrangers.com.au 

 

  

  

PROPERTY OFFICER 

Peter Reed 
EDUCATION OFFICER 

Steve Townsend 

property@mountloftyrangers.com.au 

 

education@mountloftyrangers.com.au 

 

 

MAGAZINE EDITOR 

Trish Dagri 

magazine@mountloftyrangers.com.au 

 

GENERAL OFFICER 

David Cunningham 

GENERAL OFFICER 

Dewi Morgan 

  YOUR COMMITTEE DIRECTORS FOR 2021-22 
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YOUR COMMITTEE 

 

Committee members are elected by the members for the members. They are volunteers who kindly donate 

their time to represent the member’s interest in the day to day running of the Club, are you:  

 

1. Interested in putting your hand up to help this club get even greater?  

2. Not sure what role you’d like or what’s involved? 

  

Keep reading for a brief description of each role: 

 

President: - Convenes all meetings of MLR. Meeting with 4WDSA to push the MLR interests. Sponsor Liaison.  

 

Vice president: - Facilitate monthly topic of interest e.g. guest speakers, awareness sessions etc. Becomes acting 

President when the President unavailable. MLR club registration officer. 

 

Treasurer: - Looking after club financials. Sponsor liaison.  

 

Secretary & Public Officer: - Minute taking for meetings. Correspondence in and out.  

 

Trips Coordinator: - Primary point of contact for members trip planning, advice and attendance sheets. 

Communicates trip calendar to members. 

  

4WDSA Delegate: - Attends bi-monthly 4WDSA meetings and is the voice of MLR, also reports back on any 

relevant information from 4WDSA that affects MLR.  

 

Membership officers (1 lead & 2 x assistants): - First point of contact for visitors that come to MLR, keep track of 

member attendance at club meetings and criteria for membership acceptance, welcome visitors and link them with a 

buddy, run the club night raffle and pay for any birthday drinks. 

  

Website officer: - Maintain and update MLR website and Facebook administration. 

  

Merchandise officer: - Organises clothing and other club approved merchandise for sale to members.  

 

Property Officer: - Looks after club property and trailer, by maintaining where appropriate and lends equipment 

out to members.   

 

Education Officer: - Organises club training and awareness days.  Liaises with 4WDSA Driver Training Unit for 

wider training opportunities.   

 

Magazine editor: - Collates all material to go into club magazine – photos, trip reports, jokes, interesting 4WD 

related stories sourced elsewhere. Facebook administration.  

 

Committee Member: - Supports other Officers of the committee, and helps with club events and trips where 

needed. If you would like to share your experience and contribute to the running of the club, please speak to a 

current committee member to obtain a nomination form.  

 If you would like to share your experience and contribute to the running of the club, please speak to a current 

committee member to obtain a nomination form.  
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About us 

The Club’s aim is for its members to enjoy all aspects of owning and using our 4WDs while enjoying the 

diverse surroundings offered by this great country. We are a club of 4WD enthusiasts who enjoy challenging 

driving, regular trips, camping, camp cooking and a great social scene on and off track.  

 

MEMBERSHIP   
Membership is open to anyone who owns a 4WD (regardless of its make or model) and has a passion 

for driving. Mount Lofty Rangers Inc is an affiliated member of the South Australian Association of 

Four Wheel Drive Clubs (FWDSA).  

  

Club Outings   

The Mount Lofty Rangers provides regular day, weekend and extended four wheel drive trips, lead by 

experienced trip leaders. Trips are rated on the level of difficulty and are available to all members and 

guests.   

The club has a dedicated social committee which also organises regular events that complement the 

club trips.  

  

Experience and Training  

Our current members possess a wide range of skills ranging from beginner to advanced. The club has a 

number of accredited instructors and assessors, and is involved in regular training via the SAAFWDC 

Driver Training Unit.  

  

Meetings  

Club meetings are the second Monday of each month* and are held at the Blackwood  

Football Club, Trevor Terrace, Blackwood Time: 7:15 pm for 7.30pm start   

*Except where this Monday falls on a long weekend then the meeting is held on the third Monday of 

the month.   

 

 

  

For more information on the Club please check out our website at: www.mountloftyrangers.com.au  

 

 

 

 

 

  

MT LOFTY RANGERS UHF CLUB CHANNEL 27 

http://www.mountloftyrangers.com.au/
http://www.mountloftyrangers.com.au/


Rangers’Review  August 2021 - V28 No. 2 
  

  

Page 7 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

• Grate mates                                 Gazebo 3m x 3m  

• Uniden UHF handheld radios   Hot water urn and kettle  

• Tyre repair kit (large & small)   Bead breaker  

• Tifor hand winch and cable   Drag chains (x 2)  
• Car Bra    

• Trestle tables, plastic folding 1.8m (x2)  
• Recovery bag (inc snatch straps, extension strap, tree trunk           
protector and shackles)  

*All club equipment is securely stored within  the club 
trailer @ Lonsdale  

  
For further information on any loan equipment, please email Property Officer: 

property@mountloftyrangers.com.au  

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

  

  
  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  CLUB 

EQUIPMENT 

          FOR LOAN 
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MONDAY 9th AUGUST – 7.30 p.m.  
MLR CLUB MEETING @ Blackwood Football Club, Trevor Tce Blackwood 

 

AUGUST – DATE TO BE ADVISED                                Contact: 

SIMPSON DESERT                                                                      Anna Jessep 

 

SATURDAY 14TH AUGUST – SATURDAY 21ST AUGUST       Contact: 
GOOGS TRACK                                                                            Rob Stevens 

 

MONDAY 13th  SEPTEMBER – 7.30 p.m. 
MLR CLUB MEETING @ Blackwood Football Club, Trevor Tce Blackwood 

 

SATURDAY 2nd – MONDAY 4th OCTOBER 
LOFTYFEST @ WONOKA STATION – FLINDERS 
RANGES – $15.00 per person per day 

Contact: 
Gary Light 

 

MONDAY 11TH OCTOBER – 7.30 pm. – GUEST SPEAKER 
MLR CLUB MEETING @ Blackwood Football Club, Trevor Tce Blackwood 
 

MONDAY 8TH NOVEMBER – 7.30 p.m. 
MLR CLUB MEETING @ Blackwood Football Club, Trevor Tce Blackwood 
 

SATURDAY 20th NOVEMBER  
MLR CHRISTMAS GATHERING  @ WIRREANDA 
FARM – Mt Crawford 

Contact: 
Gary Light 
 

 

MONDAY 13TH DECEMBER – 7.30 p.m. 
MLR CLUB MEETING @ Blackwood Football Club, Trevor Tce Blackwood 
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SUNDAY 22nd AUGUST 
ASHBOURNE – MUD AWARENESS 

9.30 a.m. start 
$20.00 per vehicle 

  

SUNDAY 19TH SEPTEMBER 
ASHBOURNE – WATER CROSSINGS 

9.30 a.m. start 

  

SUNDAY 17th OCTOBER 
ASHBOURNE – WINCH AWARENESS 

9.30 a.m. start 
$20.00 per vehicle 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Email education@mountloftyrangers.com.au for more information or to organise one-on-one or 

group training 

   

 

 

 

 

4WD EDUCATION HANDBOOKS 

ARE AVAILABLE THROUGH 

STEVE TOWNSEND 

COST:  $30.00 each 

 
Email:  education@mountloftyrangers.com.au 
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On Saturday the 17th July we had 6 MLR 
members attend an Awareness session 
on Pre Trip Vehicle maintenance, tools, 
spare parts and accessories that may be 
required on a trip whether it be for a weekend 
or an extended trip of 2 weeks or more.  
 
The day started off a little bit suspect weather 
wise but finished up being just a little chilly.  
 
Most of the session was a discussion on what 
to take - what to check for before leaving home 
and whilst on the trip - spare part - tools – 
accessories etc.  
 
Some time was spent on vehicle under bonnet 
check, under vehicle check, and storage of 
equipment in the vehicle.  
 
After our discussion we went for a rather 
slippery drive around the 4WD track just for the 
experience. During the day the Toyota Club 
was entertaining us with their Mud Awareness 
session that was very entertaining. 
 
Our turn next month on the 22nd August so 
come along and enjoy. 
 
Steve Townsend 
 
Education Officer 
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Memberships are due, time to renew 

 

It’s that time of year…If you haven’t done so already, we ask that you please renew your membership 

today! If you renew your membership prior to the end of August 2021, you will only need to pay $90 

after which the fee increases to $110. In today’s climate this is good value for money. (Please note 

some members will have a credit applied due to cancellation of our Wirrina Christmas function, they 

will be notified individually) 

Don’t forget your membership is linked to your vehicle, which means all of your immediate family 

are also members. By renewing, you will be able to: 

 Attend more trips, see new places, meet new people and share the experiences (including 

subsidised activities) 

 free attendance to club training / awareness activities 

 be eligible for reduced registration for qualified vehicles 

 purchase a wide variety of MLR  merchandise 

 access to club loan equipment 

 have a say in how your club develops. 

There are two options available to you for renewing your membership these include: 

• Electronic funds transfer: 

o BSB: 065 132 

o Account No: 1004 4806 

o Account Name: Mount Lofty Rangers Inc. 

o Reference on transaction, [name] and membership renewal 

o (Bendigo bank does not show their customer’s name on 

account transfers unless it is the in reference) 

• Face to face with the treasurer 

Should you have any questions relating to membership I encourage you to direct them to one of our 

three membership officers via 

Membership@mountloftyrangers.com.au  or alternately any other committee member. 

 

 

 

 

  

mailto:Membership@mountloftyrangers.com.au
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The 10 greatest 4x4s of all time 

 
Some 4x4s have made more of an impact on the world than others, 
but just which ones have made the biggest difference? We ask our 
team of 4x4 experts 
The 10 greatest 4x4s of all time 

Some 4x4s have made more of an impact on the world than others, but just 

which ones have made the biggest difference? We ask our team of 4x4 

experts 

21 
Ask two four-wheel drive enthusiasts what the greatest 4x4 ever made is and you’ll 
probably get differences of opinion. 

Ask half a dozen blokes who eat, sleep and breathe 4x4s which is the best 4x4 ever made 
and you might just start an argument! 

To settle the score we got the blokes here at 4x4 Australia to vote for the 10 most significant 
4x4s, ranked in order. We then allocated points with 10 for first place down to one for 10th 
place, before doing the maths to establish the definitive top 10. 

The Toyota Land Cruiser was categorised by Series, Land Rover was categorised by leaf 
springs (Series I to III) and the later coil-sprung models (90, 110, Defender etc), Land Rover 
Discovery was categorised by live axles (first and second-gen Discovery) or fully 
independent (Discovery 3 and 4) and Range Rovers were categorised by one of their four 
generations. Most of the others fell naturally into their own model designation. 

Our six judges – Matt Raudonikis, Ron Moon, Dean Mellor, Ian Glover, John Rooth and 
Fraser Stronach – have some 255 years of 4x4 experience between them. This is their 
verdict... 

1 - WWII US Army Jeep: The Godfather 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The US 
Army's WWII 
Jeep was 
developed 
for a specific 
military role, 
but it 
changed the 
world in 
times of 
peace, too. 
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The US Army’s WWII Jeep is most commonly known as the Willys-Overland MB or the Ford 
GP, after the two companies that produced the majority of the Jeeps during the war, though 
its design owes far more to the army than any single car company. And of the several car 
companies involved in its design, the Bantam company deserves most credit. 
 
In the early days of its design and development it wasn’t even called a Jeep, that name 
came about later. Even to this day, arguments continue as to where the name originated. 
The Jeep name wasn’t officially registered until 1950 when Willys-Overland claimed it on the 
grounds it had produced more Jeeps during the war than anyone else. 

The Jeep story starts in 1938 when the US was looking to modernise its military. It put out 
hundreds of tenders covering a diverse range of military vehicles and equipment, one of 
them being for a Command Reconnaissance Vehicle. The Army set down very strict 
guidelines on weight, size, engine power and performance. It also had to have 4WD. 

So tough were the Army’s demands that the original prototypes put up by Bantam and 
Willys-Overland, and later by Ford, were rejected. More prototypes came and went with 
complaints that the Army secretly shared blueprints between bidders and, after a string of 
redesigns, what was roughly the final iteration was settled on by mid 1941. At the core of the 
design was a separate chassis and live axles at both ends carried on leaf springs. This 
became the blueprint for 4x4 design for many years to come. 

During the war, Jeeps served as much more than reconnaissance vehicles and did 
everything the US and Allied militaries asked of it, and then some. They were used as supply 
vehicles, machine gun mounts, troop carriers, and for towing everything from guns to planes. 
Hitched together and fitted with steel wheels, they hauled railroad rolling stock when there 
wasn’t a locomotive to do the job. But more than anything else, the Jeep, as Roothy so 
succinctly puts it, “was absolutely incredible off-road”. 

The Jeep’s wartime versatility ensured its civilian success in post-war USA with returning US 
soldiers singing its praises. In the words of Ron Moon: “The Jeep began the world’s love 
affair with lightweight 4x4 vehicles.” 

2 - Toyota Land Cruiser 40 Series: The Rising Son 

 

The 40 Series Land Cruiser laid a solid foundation for Toyota’s – and Japan’s – international  

success.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.whichcar.com.au/reviews/wwii-jeep-the-greatest-4x4-of-all
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Toyota Land Cruiser 40 series  cont…. 
 
Interestingly there’s a fair bit of Jeep, and even US military in the birth of the Land Cruiser. 
Not that the 40 was the first Land Cruiser. 
Time travel back to 1950, just five years after the war’s end, and you’ll find Japan was 
effectively under US military occupation as the Americans tried to reshape Japan’s 
commercial and social fabric and disband its military. What new military equipment Japan 
was allowed to procure for its self-defence force was of American origins. 

All that changed when war in nearby Korea flared in 1950 and US military production was 
put under new pressure. As a result the Americans asked the Japanese car companies to 
design light 4x4s (as well as other vehicles) that could be produced at short notice and in 
significant numbers. 

To cut a long story short, Toyota’s first effort looked very much like a US military Jeep. Like 
the Jeep it had live axles and leaf springs at both ends. It was designated the BJ, where the 
B referred to the six-cylinder engine and the J referred to Jeep. The new vehicle was initially 
called a Toyota Jeep until Willys-Overland successfully claimed trademark violation. 

Time travel back to 1950, just five years after the war’s end, and you’ll find Japan was 
effectively under US military occupation as the Americans tried to reshape Japan’s 
commercial and social fabric and disband its military. What new military equipment Japan 
was allowed to procure for its self-defence force was of American origins. 

All that changed when war in nearby Korea flared in 1950 and US military production was 
put under new pressure. As a result the Americans asked the Japanese car companies to 
design light 4x4s (as well as other vehicles) that could be produced at short notice and in 
significant numbers. 

To cut a long story short, Toyota’s first effort looked very much like a US military Jeep. Like 
the Jeep it had live axles and leaf springs at both ends. It was designated the BJ, where the 
B referred to the six-cylinder engine and the J referred to Jeep. The new vehicle was initially 
called a Toyota Jeep until Willys-Overland successfully claimed trademark violation. 

In 1955 the BJ became the 20 Series when it was revamped for export although sales were 
limited due in part to patchy reliability. 

But Toyota quickly learnt from its first-effort mistakes and launched the 40 Series in 1960. In 
one form or another the 40 would remain in production until 1984. It introduced the qualities 
that would make Land Cruiser the dominant force it is today. “This is the vehicle that stole 
market dominance from the Brits (Land Rover),” Ian Glover says. 

As well as the big jump in build quality, the 40 Series introduced comfort and convenience 
features rarely seen in 4x4s of the day, while changes in production processes meant a 
better quality vehicle could be produced more quickly and at lower cost. 

The 40 Series was produced in a range of models in short-, mid- and long-wheelbase; as a 
two-door hard-top, a soft-top, a Troop Carrier and a cab-chassis; and with petrol or diesel 
engines. 

The success of the 40 Series worldwide was mirrored here in Australia and you still see 
plenty on and off the road in both work and leisure roles. 

Ron’s advice: “If you’ve got one, hang on to it!” 

 

https://www.whichcar.com.au/news/toyota-upgrades-land-cruiser
https://www.whichcar.com.au/opinion/toyota-troop-carrier-made-for-outback-adventure
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3 - Land Rover: Earth Roamer 

 

The Land Rover was created as a stopgap model, but its role in 
expeditions helped open up the planet like no other vehicle. 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Land Rover reinforces the significance of the Army Jeep, because just like the 40 Series 
Toyota it has Jeep in its history. 

In fact, a WWII Jeep, owned and used by Rover’s technical chief Maurice Wilks on his rural 
property in Wales, UK, was the 1947 inspiration behind the original Land Rover. 

At the time, Rover badly needed a new model to stimulate sales given the limited demand 
for its up-market saloons in a depressed post-war market. Wilks’s war-surplus Jeep was 
proving just the thing on his farm and had him wondering if such a versatile, simple and 
robust vehicle, aimed at farmers rather than the military, could be the thing to help the ailing 
Rover on the path to recovery? 

Within months, even before the first prototype was built (on a Jeep chassis, no less), the 
idea got the go-ahead from Rover management. 

Given it was seen as a stopgap model, the priority was to produce the Land Rover as quickly 
and as cheaply as possible. That meant the use of flat body panels made from war-surplus 
aluminium alloy, as steel was in short supply. It also meant an absolute minimum of tooling. 

Working at an incredible pace, Wilks’s team had the Land Rover ready for its public debut at 
the Amsterdam Motor Show in April 1948. 

As Glover says: “Wilks kept it simple and useful with uncomplicated engineering and 
barebones comfort levels. It worked, and popularised the idea that having four-wheel drive 
made sense.” 

 

 

 

https://www.whichcar.com.au/reviews/land-rover-history
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Land Rover cont….. 

But the Land Rover’s success was not just due to the vehicle’s attributes. Britain’s extensive 
influence through its Commonwealth and former empire meant ready access to export 
markets in Africa, the Middle East, Southeast Asia and Australia; all regions where a simple 
and robust 4x4 was more than useful. 

While the Land Rover was initially aimed at rural buyers, as Dean Mellor explains: “It soon 
found favour with a new breed of intrepid off-road adventurers who used the vehicle to 
explore the world and, in the process, open up vast areas to civilisation.” 

Over the years the Series I evolved into the Series II, Series IIA and Series III that lasted 
until 1985, but all the while retaining the key attributes of the 1948 original, including leaf-
sprung live axles, just like the WWII Jeep. 
 

4 - Range Rover (1970): Master class  

With all-coil suspension and full-time 4WD, the first Range Rover brought comfort and  

technology to the 4x4 world. 
 

 
 

 

Ron Moon is right when he says: “Surprisingly as it may seem today, [the Range Rover] was 
never designed as a luxury vehicle.” 

The original 1970 Range Rover was the brainchild of Charles Spencer King, Rover’s chief of 
new vehicle projects at the time, and was simply conceived as a passenger 4x4 rather than 
a work 4x4 like the Land Rover. 

Despite its eventual success, not everyone at Rover was convinced that Spen King (as he 
was known) was on the right track at the time. As Glover points out: “Spen King came at 4x4 
design from a totally different [design] direction, namely all-coil suspension, after he drove a 
Rover sedan over a freshly ploughed field”. 

 

https://www.whichcar.com.au/reviews/range-rover-hybrid-review-1
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Range Rover cont…. 

Even Land Rover’s chief engineer of the time, Tom Barton, wasn’t convinced of the concept, 
especially the radical change from leaf to coil springs for the Range Rover’s live axles.  

Rover’s sales department also thought the whole Range Rover idea was stupid. “What! A 
Land Rover costing 2000 pounds – you must be mad!” was its reaction. 

At the launch of the second-generation Range Rover in 1994, Spen King recalled of the 
original: “We did it off our own bat. It wasn’t management saying ‘do this’; we did it ourselves 
because we thought it was a worthwhile thing to do.” 

The Range Rover introduced full-time four-wheel drive. “You have the rotating machinery at 
both ends so you may as well use it,” King said. “It saves on tyre wear and fuel and it confers 
better grip, a prime safety factor. The security on slippery, nasty roads is just wonderful.” 

The Range Rover was an instant success worldwide and remained in production virtually 
unchanged for more than 10 years until the four-door model was introduced in 1981. With 
various updates it continued until 1996, two years after the launch of the second-gen Range 
Rover. 

According to Glover: “The Range Rover was simply a masterpiece and it remains a delight to 
drive today.” 

 

5 - Toyota Hilux: Workers' Choice 
 

From humble beginnings, the Toyota Hilux has become a 4x4 with universal 

appeal – From tradies to taliban. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

According to Mellor: “There was really nothing remarkable about the HiLux – it was a pretty 
basic vehicle – but as the years went by it became available in a variety of body styles  

 
21 

 

https://www.whichcar.com.au/reviews/road-tests/2016-toyota-hilux-off-road-test
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Toyota Hilux cont…… 

including single, extra and double cab, with pick-up or tray, and that made it appealing to a 
wide audience.” 

The first HiLux appeared in 1968 as a 4x2 only. It was slightly smaller than the Toyota Stout 
light truck of the day and in some markets it replaced the Stout while in others it sold 
alongside it. 

The second-generation HiLux arrived in 1972, but was again 4x2 only. Buyers would have to 
wait until a year after the third-generation arrived in 1978 for the first HiLux 4x4. Unlike the 
4x2 models, it featured live axles and leaf springs at both ends. At the time it was only 
available as a single cab, with dual-cab models not appearing until 1982. 

The HiLux wasn’t the first dual-cab ute, as Toyota had a dual-cab version of its Stout as 
early as 1960 and there were others before that. However, there’s no doubt that the HiLux 
4x4 double-cab of 1982 was the vehicle that began the world’s love affair with dual-cab 4x4 
utes. 

Today the modern dual-cab, with its sophisticated powertrains and equipment, is very much 
a match for most 4x4 wagons in terms of performance and safety. It also beats a wagon 
hands down for versatility. 

The dual-cab ute is the default 4x4 to transport a family and for recreation in Australia. 
Various Toyota HiLux models seem to populate the roads of every country in the world, too. 

According to Moon: “The HiLux just delivers on good levels of features, ride and 
performance; all backed up by Toyota’s reliability and wide-ranging service network. There 
might be a lot of players in this ever-crowded field but the HiLux has been, and still is, the 
king!” 

Toyota is about to launch its eighth generation HiLux and it’s simply impossible to think of a 
world without Toyota’s HiLux. 

 

6 - Nissan Patrol GQ: Coils for the spoil 

After playing second fiddle to Toyota, Nissan surged ahead of its long-time 

rival with its coil-sprung GQ Patrol. 
21 

Not only was the GQ Patrol more comfortable on the road than the leaf-sprung Land Cruiser 
60 Series of the day, it also offered better off-road performance thanks to its long-travel 
coils,” Mellor says glowingly of this breakthrough vehicle from Nissan, launched in 1987. 

However, the GQ wasn’t Nissan’s first recreational or family 4x4. That honour goes to its 
predecessor, the MQ, which marked the first significant change of direction for the Patrol. 

Nissan actually produced its first Patrol around the same time as Toyota made its first Land 
Cruiser, and for the same reason as Toyota: Answering a call from the US military for a light 
4x4 that could be quickly and easily produced after war broke out in nearby Korea in 1950. 
Like the original Land Cruiser, the first Patrol also looked very much like a WWII Jeep. 
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Nissan Patrol HQ  cont…. 

Fast forward to 1979 and the far more sophisticated MQ was, according to Glover, 
“extremely capable off-road and also boasted the best on-road dynamics of any Japanese 
4x4”. It proved a great basis for the even better GQ. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The GQ with its coil-sprung live axles may have arrived 17 years after the Range Rover was 
launched with coils, but it was the GQ rather than the Range Rover that really consigned 
leaf-sprung recreational 4x4s to history once and for all.  The GQ was a huge coup for 
Nissan in a market dominated by Toyota. In fact, the GQ hurt Toyota so much that the 80 
Series was rushed into production in 1990 ahead of the original schedule. As a result, it was 
somewhat compromised. 

The GQ remains a pinnacle for Nissan 4x4s, as its subsequent 1997 GU (and later variants) 
have failed to keep pace with Toyota’s later models. 

As Roothy puts it: “Wherever people are playing off-road you’ll find plenty of jacked-up, big-
wheeled Nissan GQs. It’s still the best starting point for anyone hanging out to build their 
own super capable off-road weapon.” 
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7 - Toyota Land Cruiser 60 Series: Broadening the family 

tree 

The 60 Series Land Cruiser added family-friendly comfort to Toyota's 

Industrial-grade toughness. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Toyota started planning for the 60 Series in 1976. The idea was for a bigger, family-style 4x4 
that could hopefully gain a foothold in the growing US market sector led by the Jeep 
Wagoneer. 

Like the Wagoneer, the 60 Series needed to have more of the feel of a passenger station 
wagon, with a comfortable ride and a more luxurious, better-equipped interior. 

Consideration was given to independent front suspension for the 60, just like the Wagoneer, 
but this was rejected in favour of a modified version of the live-axle leaf-spring set-up of the 
earlier FJ55. Apparently there was no consideration of coil-sprung live axles, as per the 
Range Rover, something that would come with the 80 Series a further decade down the 
track. 

The 60 wasn’t Toyota’s first station wagon. Before the 60 there were long-wheelbase wagon 
versions of the 40 (45 Series) and, more significantly, the FJ55. However neither the 45 nor 
the 55 were designed specifically for the recreational market, as was the 60. 

In 1982, the popular HJ60, with its bigger six-cylinder 4.0-litre 2H diesel engine, was 
introduced. In many ways the HJ60 was the defining vehicle of the 60 Series range. As well 
as its bigger engine, the HJ60 also featured a five-speed transmission, an optional sunroof, 
power mirrors and other luxury features. 
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Toyota Land Cruiser 60 series  cont…. 

 

As editor Raudonikis says: “The 60 might have used leaf springs, but it’s a purposeful, 
functional off-road wagon that was the right size, the right shape and has stood the test of 
time.” 

For Toyota, the 60 Series brought a split in the Land Cruiser family between commercial and 
recreational 4x4s. Where the 40 gave birth to the 50 Series and was eventually replaced by 
the enduring 70 Series, the 60 started the line that progressed to the 80, then the 100 and 
now the 200. 

 

8 - Toyota Land Cruiser 70 Series (tied for eighth): Keep     

it simple, son 

 

The Land Cruiser 70 Series is living proof that good design will always stand 

the test of time. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Editor Raudonikis owns a 1985 70 Series and is a big fan of this basic, but brick-dunny-
tough, no-nonsense 4x4. He calls it, “an enduring workhorse that has been with us longer 
than 30 years now and it’s still the toughest 4x4 workhorse available today”. He’s unlikely to 
find anyone who will argue that point! 
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Toyota Land Cruiser 70 series cont …. 
 
 
 
The 70 Series arrived in 1984 as a replacement for the hugely successful 40 Series. So it 
had very big shoes to fill. 

Overall it’s bigger than the 40, though the 70 retained some of the 40s styling cues and, of 
course, a ladder-frame chassis with front and rear leaf-sprung live axles. 

At launch it came in a mind-boggling array of models with different bodies (wagon, ute, cab-
chassis and Troop Carrier) on three different wheelbases (short, mid and long) and with a 
number of different engines. There was also a largely unloved coil-sprung version on a short 
wheelbase called the Bundera. 

Right from the start the cab-chassis and Troop Carrier variants, both built on the long 
wheelbase, proved the most popular. In the early ’90s the model range was slimmed down 
and by 1993 the short- and mid-wheelbase models had disappeared. 

The first major upgrade of the 70 occurred in 1999 when coil springs replaced the 
leaf springs at the front, and the rear leaf springs were lengthened to improve the 
unladen ride quality. The ute’s cab also gained some much-needed length behind 
the seats. 

What some people consider to be the best engine ever to grace a 70 Series arrived 
– the 1HD-FTE 4.2-litre six-cylinder turbodiesel (from the 100 Series, but non-
intercooled) – in 2001. 

The 70 Series range we know today arrived in 2007 with the then-new 4.5-litre 
turbodiesel V8, now the only engine available across the range. The 76 four-door 
wagon – new to Australian buyers, but previously available overseas – joined the 78 
Troop Carrier and the 79 Cab Chassis at that time. 

Since then, driver and passenger airbags and ABS have helped ramp up the 70’s 
safety credentials. And in 2012, the 79 Series Double Cab joined the line-up. 

Of the 70 Series range, Ron says: “At a time when real tough and relatively basic 
4x4s are becoming ever harder to find in the new-vehicle marketplace, the 70 
remains a beacon of light ... and hope!” 

Amen to that! 
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8 - Land Rover Discovery 3 (tied for eighth): Best Practice 

 

Land Rover's Third-Generation Discovery was a game-changer for hard-core 

4x4 Technology. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Despite a name that suggests evolution, rather than revolution, the Discovery 3 owed 
nothing to 1990’s original Discovery or the updated (1999) Discovery II. Both of those 
vehicles had live axles front and rear and were based heavily – chassis and body – on the 
first-gen Range Rover. 

The Discovery 3 story starts with Ford’s purchase of the Land Rover brand in 2000. Ford 
was keen to address Land Rover’s sales decline given the second-gen Discovery – then 
Land Rover’s best-selling model – was getting very long in the tooth. 

What Ford did was throw bucket-loads of money (reportedly A$600million at the time) at 
Land Rover to produce a completely new clean-sheet design. Nothing was to be carried over 
from the previous Discovery. 

Aside from a brilliantly clever, spacious and versatile cabin, Discovery 3 introduced many 
significant new technical features led by fully independent suspension with height-adjustable 
air springs on up-spec models. This was an elegant solution to the age-old on- and off-road 
ride-height compromise that has plagued 4x4s for decades. 
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Land Rover Discovery 3 cont …. 

 

The Discovery 3 also introduced what was the first of the new-generation high-output 
turbodiesel engines to appear in a serious family 4x4; a superb 2.7-litre V6 with no less than 
140kW and 440Nm. It was backed by the option of a super-slick six-speed ZF automatic. 
This powertrain combination – modern V6 turbodiesel and ZF auto – was, at the time, a 
huge leap forward for family 4x4s. And if diesel wasn’t your go, you could always have the 
very sweet 4.4-litre petrol V8 or the budget-priced Ford-sourced 4.0-litre V6. 

The Discovery 3 also introduced Land Rover’s brilliant – and now much copied, Terrain 
Response system. Terrain Response linked the control of the engine, gearbox, height-
adjustable suspension, the electronic differentials, and all the electronic chassis systems, 
like traction and stability control, into a number of driver-selectable modes to improve 
performance on different terrain. 

The Discovery 3 was so far ahead of its time that the Discovery 4, which arrived in 2009, 
was essentially a makeover as it retained all of the Discovery 3’s essential design elements, 
from seating to suspension. 

 

10 - Toyota Land Cruiser 80 Series: The Complete 

Package 

 

With Strength, Durability and all-coil suspension, the 80 Series is considered 

by many to be the best-ever Land Cruiser. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.whichcar.com.au/reviews/road-tests/land-rover-discovery-sdv6-se
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Toyota Land Cruiser 80 series  cont…. 

 

Roothy reckons, “all Land Cruisers are good but the 80 Series is the best of the lot”. And he 
won’t find any argument with Ron who says the 80 Series, “was the best Land Cruiser 
wagon ever built – they’ve gone downhill from that pinnacle! The latest might be smoother, 
faster and more refined, but they are far less a real 4x4”. 

The 80 Series arrived in Australia in early 1990 with considerable fanfare. Seemingly caught 
ill-prepared by the 1987 release of Nissan’s GQ Patrol, Toyota was keen to replace its 
veteran 60 Series due to poor sales against the more sophisticated all-coil GQ. Some say 
the 80 was rushed onto the market, such was the concern over Nissan’s success. 

At launch in Australia the 80 came in a 10-model range, two of which retained part-time 4x4, 
courtesy of the 70 Series. The rest, significantly, came with full-time 4x4. The part-time 4x4 
base models also came with vertically split (barn) rear doors rather than the horizontally split 
tailgate used in the rest of the range. And of course, all 80s rode on coil springs. 

Two entirely new engines, the 1HZ diesel and 1HD-T turbodiesel debuted with the 80, while 
the old 3F petrol six from the 60 and a fuel-injected version of the same (3F-E; auto only) 
made up the range. Just two years later, the 3F and 3F-E were replaced by the new 1FZ-FE; 
a thoroughly modern (at the time) 4.5-litre alloy-head twin-cam four-valve in-line six. In 1995, 
the somewhat troublesome 1HD-T engine was replaced by the multi-valve 1HD-FT 
turbodiesel. 

In terms of sophistication, the 80 Series represented a giant leap forward from the 60 Series 
thanks to the introduction of the coil-sprung suspension and availability of a full-time 4WD 
system. 

With the benefit of hindsight it’s fair to say the transition from 60 to 80 was far more 
significant than the transition from the 80 to the 100 Series. While the 80 was a far more 
comfortable and sophisticated 4x4 than any Land Cruiser before, it retained the legendary 
toughness and go-anywhere ability of its predecessors. 

As Roothy says: “Get a good one and play in the dirt forever!” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

They’ve come a long way since 
these. 
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Loftyfest 21 
 (Think Beachport in the Flinders)   

When: 2 – 4 Oct 21 

Where: Wonoka Station https://wonokastation.com/ 

Located only 12kms from the Hawker township but in a secluded private location surrounded by 

bushland, our campsite is situated on level ground in the lee of Wonoka Bluff. 

Facilities:  

There are bathroom amenities with separate male and female hot showers and flushing toilets. The 

fully enclosed shed is ideal for sheltering from extreme weather. A full-width verandah offers BBQ 

and space for undercover seating. Space for campers, caravans and tents. Fire possible subject to 

conditions. 

Registration:  via MLR webpage https://mountloftyrangers.com.au/trip/loftyfest-2021/ 

Cost: $15 / person / day  

Payment: via Paypal or EFT (if EFT, caption with your NAME and LOFTYFEST)  

to be paid prior to the weekend 

Activities: 

o Numerous Day Trips (trip leaders needed) 

o Saturday Night Camp Cook with Prizes  

Bread / Main / Dessert 

o General Socialising 

 

Queries to Gary Light – president@mountloftyrangers.com.au  

 

https://wonokastation.com/
https://mountloftyrangers.com.au/trip/loftyfest-2021/
mailto:president@mountloftyrangers.com.au
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MLR Christmas  

@  

Wirreanda Farm 
   

When: 19 – 21 Nov 21 

Where: Wirreanda Farm https://www.wirreandafarm.com/ 

80 Gordon Rd, MT Crawford 

Located between Williamstown and Mt Pleasant next to the Warren Reservoir and Mt Crawford 

Forest. 

Facilities:  

There are limited basic toilet facilities. The shearing shed is ideal for sheltering from extreme weather. 

Space for campers, caravans and tents. 

 

 

 

 

https://www.wirreandafarm.com/
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MLR Christmas  

@  

Wirreanda Farm 
 

Registration:  via MLR webpage  

Activities: 

 General Socialising 

 Kayak or canoe on the reservoir 

 Walk in the Forest, visit the Barossa wine region 

Cost:  

 $20 / person / day (fee for property owners) OR 

 $20 / person if you only come for meal (refundable post event) 

Catering: Coast to Coast Golden Roast (Roasts, vegies and salads) 

Payment:  

via MLR EFT : 

 BSB: 065 132  

 Account No: 1004 4806 

 Account Name: Mount Lofty Rangers Inc. 

 Reference on transaction, MUST include “name and xmas camp”  OR “name and xmas 

meal”  (Bendigo bank does not show their customer’s name on account transfers unless it is 

in the reference) 

To be paid prior to the weekend 

NB - You will only be considered on the trip if you have paId. 

 

Queries to Gary Light – president@mountloftyrangers.com.au 

 

 

 

  

mailto:president@mountloftyrangers.com.au
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             Thanks Tom Doody for this information. 

Please take note ……receipts will not cover you! 

Taking fruit and vegetables into The Riverland - 

THE RULES HAVE CHANGED! 

Check out the website 
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          https://www.sportscentre.com.au/mount-lofty-rangers 

 

         Order your new club merchandise at: 

 

1. Select what you need. 

2. Check out the sizing chart 

3. Choose your delivery option (postage or pick-up) 

4. Finalise your payment 

Should you have any questions, please contact Tom Doody: 

merchandise@mountloftyrangers.com.au 

 

 

https://www.sportscentre.com.au/mount-lofty-rangers
mailto:merchandise@mountloftyrangers.com.au
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Look sharp in our new range of Club Merchandise 
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Redarc Electronics 
Australian Electronics Manufacturer 
 

REDARC Electronics is an Australian electronics manufacturer established in 1979. It is located in 

Lonsdale, South Australia, an industrial suburb south of Adelaide. REDARC products can be used in 

vehicles that use battery power – for example, cars, boats, rail, trucks, mining equipment and buses. 

Their range of products include voltage converters, inverters, power supplies, battery chargers and 

trailer braking solutions for industries such as automotive and trucking, agricultural, medical and 

defence. It holds the patents for the technologies on which these products are developed. 

https://www.facebook.com/RedarcElectronics/ 

 

https://www.facebook.com/RedarcElectronics/
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HISTORIC CAR REGISTRY 
 

A 90 day conditional registration scheme For Historic, Left Hand Drive and Street Rod vehicles.  

Members of Mount Lofty Rangers 4WD Club are eligible for Club Registration of Historic, Left Hand Drive 

and Street Rod vehicles through the club.  

1. Inspect vehicle and make sure it meets the criteria for Club Registration. If previously registered  

              bring current registration information including current permits for modified vehicles.  

2. Complete MR334 form and original to owner and copy retained by Mount Lofty Rangers 4WD Club  

3. Log book supplied to vehicle owner and explanation of the use.  

4. Record and retain a copy of MR334, Certificate of Exemption and Statutory              

              Declaration if needed.  

5. Record the Log book Serial Number on the Certificate of Registration along with the date of issue,                              

              the Club Stamp and sign the certificate.  Retain Copy of Registration papers as proof car was            

              registered at log book issue. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you require more information or would like to proceed with a Club Registration 

check our Website 

 

 

https://mountloftyrangers.com.au/membership/club-registration/  

or contact Chris Grear secretary@mountloftyrangers.com.au 

 

 

 

 

https://mountloftyrangers.com.au/membership/club
https://mountloftyrangers.com.au/membership/club-registration/
https://mountloftyrangers.com.au/membership/club-registration/
https://mountloftyrangers.com.au/membership/club-registration/
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Please send your pictures and stories  

to Trish Dagri 

E-mail to: 

magazine@mountloftyrangers.com.au 

        Take care everyone 

 

 

 


