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About Us

Mount Lofty Rangers Inc.

The Club’s aim is for its members to enjoy all aspects of owning and using our
4WDs while enjoying the diverse surroundings offered by this great country. We
are a club of 4WD enthusiasts who enjoy challenging driving, regular trips,
camping, camp cooking and a great social scene on and off track.
Membership
Membership is open to anyone who owns a 4WD (regardless of its make or model)
and has a passion for driving. Mount Lofty Rangers Inc is an affiliated member of
the South Australian Association of Four Wheel Drive Clubs (FWDSA).
Club Outings
The Mount Lofty Rangers provides regular day, weekend and extended four wheel
drive trips, lead by experienced trip leaders. Trips are rated on the level of
difficulty and are available to all members and guests.
The club has a dedicated social committee which also organises regular events that
complement the club trips.
Experience and Training
Our current members possess a wide range of skills ranging from beginner to
advanced. The club has a number of accredited instructors and assessors, and is
involved in regular training via the SAAFWDC Driver Training Unit.
Meetings
Club meetings are the second Monday of each month* and are held at the
Blackwood Football Club, Trevor Terrace, Blackwood
Time: 7:15 pm for 7.30pm start
*Except where this Monday falls on a long weekend then the meeting is held on the
third Monday of the month.
For more information on the Club please check out our website at:

www.mountloftyrangers.com.au

MT LOFTY RANGERS UHF CLUB CHANNEL NO 27
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What a mixed bag of weather we have been having, lots of windy, cold wet days with a
couple of early spring days to tease us just a little! This week has seen us postpone two
trips – Camp Cook which will be hopefully on the calendar again soon, as well as the Salt
Creek Fishing trip (again) but the new proposed date will be notified at the September club
meeting. With the cancellation of Camp Cook it has enabled Jo Reed to put together a
walking trip to take it’s place – it just goes to show that MLR are putting more trips up on
the board than just 4wding, we now have the annual fishing trip, our camp cook(s), I’ve
heard rumours of another watercraft trip before years end and now the walking trips.
Speaking of which the first walk for this year was Tanya’s Onkaparinga River National Park
walk, supported by 10 people on a rainless morning (although it pissed down before we got
home), there should be a trip report elsewhere in the magazine, but these walks are a great
chance to visit some places you may not have had an opportunity previously, it is also a
great chance to chat to some members you may not know as well as others and there’s also
the health aspect of it – there was a discussion on Tanya’s walk that we need to find the
time to put up a walk every month, rain hail or shine. Kylie discussed Deep Creek National
Park with a sleepover beforehand, are you interested in this one? Are you interested in
being the trip leader for one of these monthly walks? The opportunities for half to full day
walks close to Adelaide are numerous and can be found on the following webpage:
http://www.walkingsa.org.au/walk/find-a-place-to-walk/
It was also great to get out and about for the Octoberfest reccie a couple of weeks ago,
another chance to sit around the campfire with other members (Thanks Rory for the
pallets), have a few relaxing beverages and have some great food (why does it always taste
better if cooked on the fire?) and of course also the chance to put the transfer case into low
range. As with every major modification there are sometimes teething issues and my
modification is no different – it has “popped out” of low range a couple of times when
going down hill, which depending on the steepness can be a little sphincter clenching,
anyway long story short, Brunswick Diesels who did the modification have been great and
are sorting it all out with a local mechanic in Mt Barker. Even with the couple of teething
issues I’ve had, it is still impressing me in new ways every time I get it off the bitumen J
Octoberfest is later this month with about 80 or so avid 4wd’ers from SA and Vic, coming
together for a social weekend with some trips thrown in. It is not too late to get your name
on the entry list by emailing octoberfest@mountloftyrangers.com.au
Although this years event is still three or four weeks away, we as a club need to decide
moving forward if we want to run another event in 2019? If so, it is definitely time to
change the event a little to keep the interest there from other clubs. Do you have any ideas
for a new location that can provide what we are looking for? A great camp area, toilets,
showers (not completely necessary), some driving experiences either tour tag along style or
self drive with provided map? Are you interested in helping organise the event? If you have
any of these answers please come and have a chat at the next club meeting.
Don’t forget memberships are due if you haven’t paid already?
See you out and about somewhere soon.......
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YOUR COMMITTEE 2017-18
COMMITTEE DIRECTORS
PRESIDENT
Tom Doody
president@mountloftyrangers.com.au

VICE PRESIDENT
Gary Light
vp@mountloftyrangers.com.au
TREASURER
Paul McGregor
treasurer@mountloftyrangers.com.au

SECRETARY & PUBLIC OFFICER
Jo Reed
secretary@mountloftyrangers.com.au

TRIPS COORDINATOR
Trevor Light
trips@mountloftyrangers.com.au

FWD SA DELEGATE
Ron Versteeg
delegate@mountloftyrangers.com.au

MEMBERSHIP OFFICER
Lothar Dunaiski / Rob Stevens
membership@mountloftyrangers.com.au
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YOUR COMMITTEE 2017-18
COMMITTEE MEMBERS
WEBSITE OFFICER
Michelle Watkin
webmaster@mountloftyrangers.com.au
MERCHANDISE OFFICER
Sheena Dunaiski
merchandise@mountloftyrangers.com.au
PROPERTY OFFICER
Peter Reed
property@mountloftyrangers.com.au
EDUCATION OFFICER
T
training@mountloftyrangers.com.au
MAGAZINE EDITOR
Kylie Cooper
magazine@mountloftyrangers.com.au

COMMITTEE MEMBER
Craig Watkin

COMMITTEE
MEMBER
Marianne Sag

COMMITTEE MEMBER
Chris Grear

COMMITTEE
MEMBER
Jason McKendrick
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TRIP REPORT: TRIP PLANNING
Courtesy of Keith & Sue Phillips
23rd July 2017
A last minute change of venue meant that our meeting point for the day
was now Pik a Pie Café in Meadows where they generously allowed us to
stay and go through the theory whilst enjoying a coffee and of course a pie
or two.
The theory side discussed the role of a trip leader, pre-planning a trip,
presenting a suggested trip to the club and finalising trip details. The final
presentation was on convoy procedures both on and off road.
With everyone now schooled up it was time to hit the road to put the newly
learnt convoy procedures into place. Steve had prepared a route from
Meadows to Goolwa using mainly back roads; the group for the day
included the trip leader, tail end Charlie and two convoy vehicles. With only
the two vehicles in the convoy it was our job to indicate at corners until tail
end Charlie arrived. After driving a bit, pulling over to discuss alternative
routes and a bit of rain, we arrived in Goolwa for lunch and a debrief.
Thanks to Steve and all the trainers for their time to provide training days
like this.

HEMA app route report.
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Join us at

Breakfast from 8am Saturday & Sunday
Seniors $20 Lunch Special Monday - Friday
Function Spaces Available

BELAIRHOTEL.COM.AU
8278 8777 / 141 MAIN ROAD, BLACKWOOD SA
ADMIN@BELAIRHOTEL.COM.AU
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GPS / OziExplorer Course
Ralph Abbot of TLCCSA and Overland Clubs will run a
GPS/OziExplorer course on Sat Nov 11 and if the
numbers/attendees want it, Sunday Nov 12. It is a one-day
course but can be run both days.
It will start at 9 am at 9 Cardiff St, Cavan, the home of 4WDSA. It will finish no
later than 4 pm. BYO lunch as there aren't many shops out there. Tea, coffee
and cake to be supplied. Cost is $5 per attendee.
The course will cover what GPS is, the similar other satellite systems that are
now coming on-line and what they mean for us. It will also introduce
OziExplorer and its role and functions. The major use for 4WDers is Moving
Map which shows your position on a digital map. Digital maps will be
discussed.
Exercises will be conducted on map calibration, track and waypoint plotting
and route preparation.
Mapping apps for Android and Ipad/Iphone systems, similar to OziExplorer,
will also be discussed.
The exercises can only be undertaken with the full version of OziExplorer on a
Windows based PC. The versions of OziExplorer in HEMA and Android systems
cannot do such exercises.
For that reason the course is restricted to those with fully installed and
functioning OziExplorer on a Windows system.

Above is an OziExplorer plot of cacti treated at a cactus cull at Oratunga station
near Blinman. Access is via the Mt Samuel Track in Alpana station.
Rangers Review
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Paul McGregor – 0408 900 889

Keeping you off the
beaten track
Talk to us about:
Motor Vehicle

Camping

•
•
•
•
•
•

• Theft from open air
• Fire & malicious
• Cover in vehicle and
at campsites

Agreed value options
All accessories included
Modifications OK
Full off-road cover
No claim bonus protection
Flexible cover

Caravans and Campers
• Australia wide cover
• Agreed value options

Additional benefits
• Annual or monthly payments
• Australia wide cover
• 4WD club discounts

Call us today, quoting
‘GET OFFROAD’ and get
a better deal for your 4WD.
1800 633 745 | lisa.brock@ajg.com.au
@AJG_Australia |
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TRIP REPORT: MORGAN QUARRY
Courtesy of Trevor Light 11 -13 August
Attendees:
David & Sheralyn Wilsmore – FJ & Camper
Lothar & Sheena Dunaiski – Prado & rooftop tent
Martin Dunaiski – Jeep & tent
Michael Leane – Jeep & tent
Trevor Light – Patrol & Tent
Jordan Ray – Navara & tent
Ann Morris – Isuzu & camper
Paul & Kay Martin - Hilux
David, Iris & Anika Folkers – Troopy & tent
Glen Lawson – Patrol & camper
This weekend trip to Morgan quarry was a combined Club Training trip and
‘fun’ trip.
We all rolled into the camping area at Cordolla on Fri afternoon/evening and
set up camp next to one of the backwaters of the Murray. Cordolla is located
on the western side of the river about 10 min drive South of Morgan. It’s a
great little spot to camp next to the river. We had a great time around the
camp fire; some of us cooked dinner by the fire and the conversation went
deep into the night.

As a result of the ‘excessive conversation’ the night before we had a slow start
to the day on Saturday, rolling into the quarry around 10:30. We met Glen
Lawson at the gate and the Martins (who stayed at the caravan park in
Morgan) at camp.
Rangers Review
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TRIP REPORT: MORGAN QUARRY
There were only the two of us (Ann and Trevor) who wanted training so we
peeled off from the rest of the group with Shorty and Glen to do some intro
training on winching and snatch recovery while the rest of the group went off
to ‘play’ in the varied terrain in the quarry. As the sun set on Saturday evening
we were treated to a fantastic sunset; what a great way to finish the day!
Another great camp fire on Saturday night and more interesting conversation
then off to bed.

It was another leisurely start to the day on Sunday. Some elected to stay at
camp make a coffee and soak up the morning sun around the campfire while a
few of us headed back to the quarry. Shorty took Ann and Trevor off to do
some assessments on snatch recovery while the remainder of the group went
in search of the rock steps in the creek. By lunch time we were done, the
canvas was dry and it was time to pack up and head home after a very
enjoyable weekend.
A special mention to Shorty and Glen for taking time out of their weekends to
come up and provide the training. Without these guys volunteering their time
these opportunities would not be available to those us interested in
training….thankyou!!
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MERCHANDISE
We have a new supplier for our merchandise and they have provided better guidance
on measuring and choosing the best size garment for order.
How to measure: select a similar garment that fits you and lay it flat. Then measure
from side seam to side seam under the armhole; this will give you the half chest
measurement shown on the sizing guide.
Note the half chest measurement is the finished garment size not your body size

Khaki Shirt
We have new khaki shirts with the MLR logo, available for order, either short or long
sleeve for $40. Add you name for an extra $7.

Polo Shirts

Available for order in the two
designs: Tyre print and Flinders print
Short sleeve $55
Long sleeve $58
Add your name for an extra $5.50
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MERCHANDISE
Jackets and Vests
These are still available to order
Softshell jackets - Ladies $70; Mens $75
Softshell vest - Ladies $55; Mens $60
Add you name for an extra $7.00

POLO Sizing Chart - NEW SIZES 2016
Emmsee Sportswear
PLEASE NOTE: ½ chest measurement is finished garment size NOT BODY SIZE
When measuring length start at highest point near neck / shoulder

½ chest

Emmsee sizes ½ chest
high point of shoulder
Size 6
38
53
Size 8
40
56
Size 10
43
58
Size 12
44
60
Size 14
47
65
Size 16
49
70
Size 18
53
74
Size 20
54
75
Size 22
58
76
Size 24
60
78
Size 26
63
81
Size 28
66
81
Size 30
70
81
Size 32
75 hip 79
81
Size 34
79 hip 83 85

ladies 8
ladies 10
ladies 12
ladies 14
ladies 16
ladies 18
ladies 20
ladies 22
ladies 24
ladies 26

kids 6
kids 8
kids 10
kids 12
kids 14
kids 16
mens S
mens M
mens L
mens XL
mens 2XL
mens 3XL
mens 4XL
mens 5XL

How to measure a garment to get a half chest measurement
Lay a garment that fits you flat and measure from side seam to side seam under the armhole
this will give you the half chest measurement
To measure the finished length - measure next to the neck of the garment near the highest
point of the shoulder

Contact Sheena to place an order:
merchandise@mountloftyrangers.com.au
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Club equipment for loan!
• Grate mates
• Gazebo 3m x 3m
• Uniden UHF handheld radios
• Hot water urn and kettle
• Tyre repair kit (large & small)
• Bead breaker
• Tifor hand winch and cable
• Drag chains (x 2)
• Car Bra
• Trestle tables, plastic folding 1.8m (x2)
• Recovery bag (inc snatch straps, extension strap, tree trunk
protector and shackles)

*All club equipment is securely stored within
the club trailer @ Lonsdale
For further information on any loan equipment, please email Property
Officer: property@mountloftyrangers.com.au
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MEMBERSHIPS DUE NOW!

Your 2017/2018 membership fees are due
$70 for continuing member
$80 for new or returning member

EFT payments are encouraged
For payment by EFT:
BSB:
065 132
Account No:
1004 4806
Account Name:
Mount Lofty Rangers Inc.
*Remember to put your name in the reference field
If payment is not made by September club meeting (Monday 11th)
you will be removed from club mailing list and unable to attend club
trips.
Please contact Paul (the treasurer) for a confidential discussion if you
require a payment plan for your membership fees.
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MLR Quiet Achiever Award
The quiet achiever award is given to recognise the dedication and commitment of members who are
value add to the Club without fuss or bother. Often these men and women are quiet achievers who
might otherwise not be recognised. No one realises the amount and quality of their work until they
are acknowledged or they are away.
The Quiet Achievers Award acknowledges just how much they are valued and appreciated and
recognises their important, often behind the scenes, contribution to the fabric of the Club. This is an
award that is presented to those special people who go out of their way to do things for others, not
because they want recognition but because it comes from their heart to give and serve others.

Eligibility
All financial members of the MLR 4x4 Club as defined by the MLR constitution.

Nomination Process
Call for nominations will be made annually. However any member may nominate another
member at any time throughout the qualifying period.
The nomination period (per club person of the year i.e runs Feb to Jan)
Nominations are made by submitting a nomination form outlining why the member is
considered a quiet achiever with any additional achievements as outlined in the nominee
criteria, in no more than one A4 page with font size not less than 10 points.
Nominations close
The MLR Awards Sub Committee will review the nominations and select the winner for the
period.
The winner will be announced at the annual MLR awards night.

Nominee Criteria
Always friendly and supportive consistently helping others
Continued fundraising efforts
Volunteer efforts for the betterment of the Club
Behind the scenes support
NB – there is no requirement to have lead a trip to be eligible for this award

Selection Panel
Nominations are to be forwarded to the MLR Secretary at secretary@mountloftyrangers.com.au
The MLR Awards Sub Committee will consist of the 7 MLR Directors.
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NOMINATION FORM
MLR Quiet Achiever Award
NOMINEE NAME:
NAME OF NOMINATOR:
Nominators contact details:

TELEPHONE :

EMAIL :

MOBILE :

SIGNATURE :

CRITERIA CITATION (Attach one additional A4 page with font size not less than 10 points if required)

Review Committee Only
Date Received
Review Ranking
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MLR Octoberfest Raffle
Steve Moore from Redarc Electronics
attended the August meeting to
draw the raffle. Prizes donated by
Design Mc Pty Ltd, Mickey Thompson
Tyres and Blackwood Tyrepower.

Congratulations to the winners of our Redarc 4WD Octoberfest Raffle
1st - Comprehensive Redarc electronic package - donated by Redarc
SUSAN MIGALKA - Nissan Patrol Club
2nd - Set of Escaper Buddies - donated by Design MC Pty Ltd Building Design
KEVIN EASTHAM - Mount Lofty Rangers 4WD Club
3rd - $200 Tyre Voucher - donated by Mickey Thomson Tyres
MICHELE RIDDLE - Gawler 4WD Club
4th - $199 voucher - donated by Blackwood Tyrepower
SCOTT WATKIN - Mount Lofty Rangers 4WD Club
Thank you to our great sponsors for donating the prizes and everyone for buying
tickets
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GUEST SPEAKER
NO Guest Speaker for September

SOCIAL NIGHT

For further information or to book
a guest speaker, please email
Gary Light, Guest Speaker CoOrdinator & Vice President at
vp@mountloftyrangers.com.au

Friday 8th September - Sunday 10th September
Steve's Place at Ashbourne

Time for another camp cook on the Saturday night - $10 per car per
night so why not camp on Friday as well?
We are planning on having a winch awareness training session on
Saturday afternoon at 1:30pm
Try making something new ---- it doesn't have to be in a camp oven!
There isn't a club meeting before this trip, so please respond to this
email if you plan on joining us for this great event - Thanks
Please let us know if you need any more information?
Rangers Review
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TOILET ETIQUETTE
Let’s Pass a Motion.
I have been on many trips where the camping was true bush camping. This means there were no facilities
other than what we bought in to assist us in passing the daily motion.
Recently, I have noticed a trend that would indicate some of us aren’t aware that there is a right way and
a wrong way to complete this activity. That’s right, if you haven’t worked it out yet, I’m talking about
going number 2’s in the scrub.
Firstly the wrong way…
Don’t just go onto the scrub do your business and walk away. There is nothing worse than seeing a pile of
used paper being blown around let alone what accompanies it. Apart from being unsightly, it is
unhygienic and careless toilet practice has the potential to cause diphtheria, diarrhoea and vomiting.
Incorrect toilet practice is not only unseemly and bad for the environment, but will also
cause more places to be closed off to travellers who do the right thing.
Now a right way…
You will need some basic tools:
A shovel – It’s amazing how many people don't know how to use a shovel
Toilet paper
Matches or lighter
Water or some form of wipes or gel
Tips:
Find a suitable place to do your business at least 100m away from campsites
and water courses. If you do it near a water course, the poo will run into the
water and causes all sorts of problems regardless of how good you are.
Make a small hole with the shovel at least 15cm deep; burying it gets it well out
of the way. Make the hole deeper if it’s a fire ban day.
Do your business making sure everything goes in the hole you just dug
(including the paper)
Note: Other items such as tampons and condoms should be put into your
rubbish bag.
Take the matches and burn the paper. Taking care not to set fire to the
surrounding area. We do this so wildlife won’t dig it up; and toilet paper takes
years to break down.
Fill the hole.
Wash your hands.
Job is done.
Some useful advice I read somewhere went along these lines…
”If you’re squatting over a hole, your duds only ever go down to your knees. If you
put them down to your ankles, you’re gonna have a bad time.”
In summary let’s pass a motion to “do the right thing” and only leave foot prints
to be seen by the next use
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4 Great Locations
Ø Mitcham Square
Shopping Centre
Ø Pasadena Green
Shopping Centre
Ø Fairview Green
Shopping Centre
Ø The Avenues – St Peters

Rangers Review
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2017 TRIPS CALENDAR
DATE

EVENT

CONTACT

LOCATION/DETAILS

Postponed!!!!

Camp Cook

Tom Doody

Ashbourne

Cook up a storm…..in your camp oven! Shared meal. Stay for the night. Feed the
animals with Steve.
Postponed!!!!!
Fishing
Eric
Salt Creek
competition
Kalderovskis
Camp @ 42 mile crossing – online camping permit required
May the best fisherperson win!
10th Sept 9am
Walk
Jo Reed
Marino boardwalk
MONDAY
Club Meeting 7.30pm
11th September
Blackwood Football Club, Trevor Terrace, Blackwood
29th Sept – 2nd
Long weekend
Paul McGregor
OCTOBERFEST
Oct
OCTOBERFEST 4WD weekend
7th October
Day trip (and/or
Steve Brown
Yankalilla to Cape Jervis
overnight)
$30 per vehicle + $10 for lunch. Driving on farm land along coast lunch supplied by
Lions Club (inc in cost). Can camp Fri & Sat night. Adventures 4WD club invited
7th – 8th October
Weekend trip
Steve
Peake
Townsend
Sand driving with Jeep club & Breakaways
MONDAY
Club Meeting 7.30pm
9th October
Blackwood Football Club, Trevor Terrace, Blackwood
14th October
Day trip
Jason
JakEm Farm
(weekend trip)
McKendrick
$50 entry - donations to Beyond Blue *includes cost to camp for 1 night
Drive tracks on property
26th October – 5th
Extended trip
Trevor Light
Pyrenees
November
Pyrenees / Mt Cole / Lake Goldsmith
MONDAY
Club Meeting 7.30pm
13th November
Blackwood Football Club, Trevor Terrace, Blackwood
Fri 25th – Sun
Christmas Show
Jordan Ray
Wirrina Cove Holiday
26th November
Park
Stay for the weekend! Great location. Catering TBA. Nav challenge, day trips, mystery
trip. How long can we make this years dinner table!!!!
MONDAY
Christmas Club Meeting 7.30pm
11th December
Blackwood Football Club, Trevor Terrace, Blackwood
All welcome ~ $2 champagne for the ladies ~ Secret/Evil Santa
Rangers Review
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2018 TRIPS CALENDAR
MONDAY
Club Meeting 7.30pm
8th January
Blackwood Football Club, Trevor Terrace, Blackwood
Fri 26th – 29th
Long weekend
Tom Doody
Beachport
January 2018
Day trips to Carpenters Rocks, Robe, the ICECREAM SHOP!!!! And lots more.
MONDAY
12th Feburary

Club Meeting 7.30pm
Blackwood Football Club, Trevor Terrace, Blackwood

MONDAY
Club Meeting 7.30pm
19th March
Blackwood Football Club, Trevor Terrace, Blackwood
28th March – 5th
Extended Long
Don Cameron
NSW Easter Jamboree
April
weekend
Limited to 10 MLR members only so get in quick - $100 per vehicle
Buckenbowra/Batemans Bay

******AUSTRALIA DAY @ BEACHPORT******
If you have booked a site you need to ring and pay your deposit.
If you still want to book a site you need to contact Tom Doody as he
has 3 sites available!
Contact: Southern Ocean Tourist Park 8735 8153

D section
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2018
4WD

EASTER
JAMBOREE
Black Diamond Recreational
4WD Club in conjunction with NSW
& ACT Four Wheel Drive Association
would like to invite all affiliated club
members to attend our Jamboree
being held at Easter 2018.
All affiliated clubs are welcome. Come
along and join in the Jamboree fun!
Enjoy the adventurous 4WD trips and
outdoor activities to be experienced
by you and your family.
Located on 160 acres of private land
adjoining Buckenbowra State Forest
and Monga National Park.
45 minutes west of Batemans Bay.
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TRAINING
MLR offers non-stop 4WD education from our trainers: Tom Doody & Glenn
Lawson as well as the assessors: Jeff Morgan, Dave ‘Shorty’ Willsmore, Mark Curtis
as well as Steve Townsend. Email training@mountloftyrangers.com.au for more
information or to organise one-on-one or group training.

2017 DATES
MLR TRAINING
7-8th October
Sand driving & recovery

Peake (with Jeep club)

DTU TRAINING
STAY TUNED!!!
For further information on training please email
training@mountloftyrangers.com.au

Period
School Holidays
Term 4
School Holidays

2017 SA SCHOOL HOLIDAYS
Start
Saturday 30 September, 2017
Monday 16 October, 2017
Saturday 16 December, 2017

SA PUBLIC HOLIDAYS 2017
Monday 2 October Sunday 24 December Monday 25 December Tuesday 26 December Sunday 31 December -

Labour Day
Christmas Eve
Christmas Day
Boxing Day / Proclamation Day
New Year's Eve

Rangers Review
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TRIP REPORT: ONKAPARINGA WALK
Report courtesy of Ann Morris
Photos courtesy of Kylie Cooper
Sunday 20th August - Attendees: Tom & Tania Doody, Peter & Jo Reid, Trevor &
Lynn Light, Frank & Deb Aschmoneit, Merv Tucker, Ann Morris & Kylie Cooper
I left home 15 minutes earlier than I normally would have due to not being
quite sure where we were meeting, which was very fortunate as I, and others
missed where Piggott Range Road veers to the left and went onto Cox Hill
Road instead. After realising where we had gone wrong we arrived at the
designated meeting place just in time for our 10am start.
It was a beautiful morning with the feel of Spring in the air, still a bit of cloud in
the sky and a gentle breeze keeping jackets on, and the temperature
comfortable for walking.
11 of us set off from the carpark along the path leading to the lookout, which
in places was a little muddy and wet, the first few hundred metres were an
easy downhill stroll. At the lookout we stopped to admire the view of the river
a few hundred metres below and the rugged terrain surrounding us with lush
green farmland at the top of the hill on the other side of the gorge.
We then set off along the narrow rocky track through the scrub which zigzagged down the steep terrain to the river below. In the surrounding scrub
and along the path were many ferns and moss with the yellow wattles
flowering profusely and the scent quite strong. From about half way down you
could start to hear the river rushing over the rapids below, which by the time
we reached the river was quite loud.
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TRIP REPORT: ONKAPARINGA WALK
Upon reaching the river we all stopped to take off any jackets we may have
needed leaving the carpark, and to enjoy a snack of nuts or fruit and a drink, in
the beautiful surroundings we found ourselves in, the steep scrubby hill we
had just descended and the steep slope rising just as high on the other side of
the creek, and the river flowing at a good speed in front of us.
We then set off along the river to find our path out of the gorge, only to have
our path submerged due to high river level from the heavy rain which had
fallen earlier in the week causing all the rivers in the Mount Lofty Rangers to
rise, and in some places become impassable. With no other option we would
have to backtrack the way we had come down to the river.
At the bottom of the hill I stopped and let most of the group pass me at the
steepest part of the climb apart for a couple of stragglers who were still
coming along the path by the river, at the top of this steep section I stopped to
get my breath and let what I through were the last couple pass me by only to
find that all who had gone before me were now behind me after taking a
wrong turn and nearly headed back to the river via another path.
Back at the lookout we paused to get our breath and again admire the view,
and managed to get another walker to take a picture of the group. We then
proceeded onto the carpark for lunch and a well deserved sit down, and to
discuss the date and place of the next outing.
By the time we had all finished lunch and said our goodbyes the dark grey
clouds had rolled in for rain later that afternoon.
An enjoyable day was had by all, thankyou Tanya and Tom for the great
suggestion.
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https://www.facebook.com/RedarcElectronics/
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4WD Octoberfest
Fri 29th September to Mon 2nd October 2017
Based at Willangi Bush Escapes – Peterborough SA

NEW PROPERTIES

NEW TRACKS
ARB CAMP COOK
COMPETITION

Strickland Road Band
ARB NIGHT DRIVE
4WDSA Big Brekky
Raising funds for RFDS

Kids movie night

Rangers Review
31

2017 REDARC 4WD OCTOBERFEST UPDATE
EARLY BIRD DISCOUNTED ENTRY EXTENDED
UNTIL MONDAY 8TH AUGUST
ACTIVITIES
MULTIPLY DAILY TAG ALONG TOURS
NIBBLEFEST
CAMP COOK
FUNDRAISING 4WDSA BIG BREAKFAST
STRICKLAND ROAD BAND
TELL A STORY COMPETITION
SUNSET DRIVE
NIGHT NAVIGATION RUN
KIDS MOVIE NIGHT
WELCOME BAG
RAFFLE PRIZES

3 NEW 4WD DAY TRIPS INCLUDING
BRIA-GLEN TERROWIE
3 CREEK STATION
ARDEN HILLS
PLUS THE OLD FAVOURITES

MAJOR SPONSORS INCLUDING
REDARC ELECTRONICS
MOUNT BARKER 4X4 CENTRE
T VAN HIRE SA
ARB
SOUTHERN PERFORMANCE AND MICKEY THOMPSON TYRES
BLACKWOOD TYREPOWER
BRUCES MEAT AND POULTRY OPTIONS
ARTHUR J GALLAGHAR INSURANCE
THE DIRT
DONALDSON FILTERS
FRANKS TOWBARS
DESIGN MC BUILDING DESIGN
FWDSA
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FOR MORE DETAILS AND / OR TO PRE REGISTER CONTACT
PAUL MCGREGOR
EMAIL octoberfest@mountloftyrangers,com,au
PHONE 0408 900 889
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TRIP REPORT: BRIA GLEN PARK
Courtesy of Trevor Light 4th – 6th August.
Attendees:
- Paul, Jenny, James & Coco McGregor – Pajero + Kimberly Camper
- Don and Jutta Cameron – 200 series Cruiser wagon + brand new MDC XT12!!
- Roger Wilkinson – Jeep + swag.
- Les Toomer – Cruiser wagon + camper.
- Gary Light – Prado + ‘ultra light in car’ camping set up.
- Trevor & Lynn Light – Patrol + tent.
- Peter & Jo Reed – Patrol + tent.
- Mark ‘Nugget’ and Cameron Noble & Brenley Milsom – Triton + tents.
With a lousy weekend weather forecast for the Adelaide area eight of us
loaded our cars and headed North to BriGlen Park with the attitude that the
weather had to be better up there than at home!.
Bri Glen Park is a property located approx. 25km east of Whyte Yarcowie; and
the idea was to do a bit of scouting of the property with the view to a possible
Octoberfest trip and to have some fun as well!
Four of us met the McGregor’s at the Bolivar Caltex around noon. A quick grab
and go lunch and we were on our way. We picked up Les along the road and
rolled into Bri Glen late arvo. A ‘quick’ chat with Brian the landowner then time
to set up camp and light the fire just as the rain started! The Cameron’s were
on their maiden voyage with the brand new MDC XT12 caravan; an impressive
bit of kit. An improvised ‘tarp’ shelter at the camp fire meant we had
somewhere to hide from the showers which rolled through periodically, but
eventually it cleared and we left the fire for bed with a clear sky above hopeful
of a good day to follow.
Bri Glen is 5600 acre property that has been in Brian’s family for at least 40yrs
and to say there is an eclectic collection of ‘treasures’ on the property is a
massive understatement! The property is predominantly beautiful mallee
country with a number of creeks running through it. It also has an interesting
history around gold and copper mining and Cobb & Co stage coach days.
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TRIP REPORT: BRIA GLEN PARK
Typical Bria Glen landscape.

One of the many deep, exposed mine
shafts….watch where you walk!

Oohh that’s a deep one!!
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TRIP REPORT: BRIA GLEN PARK
We had a quick guided tour of the property with Brian on Sat morning and
then he pretty much left us to explore the property ourselves (in two groups)
and go where we want and do what we wanted. The tracks themselves were
quite easy driving so we spent most of the time looking for some more exciting
options to keep ourselves amused.
A track that had some washed out creek crossings from recent rain provided a
little excitement.

Nugget’s Triton negotiates a washed out section
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TRIP REPORT: BRIA GLEN PARK
The most challenging section of the property was found following the main
creek bed upstream. The first group headed upstream from the top section of
the creek while the other group tackled the more challenging lower section.
Some scouting and spotting was required to get us through. A few bumps and
scrapes but no serious damage.

Peter & Trevor discuss which line to take!

Spotters make the job easier!
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TRIP REPORT: BRIA GLEN PARK

Gary’s turn.

Keep it coming Pete!
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TRIP REPORT: BRIA GLEN PARK

Lezbo get some direction from Don.

A ‘steepish’ incline out of the creek bed at one point kept us all amused as we
at first tried to climb to the top with no success. We then found a way around
to get to the top and then descend the rather steep incline. Not to be beaten
we then lined up for another crack at getting up with no luck again until finally
of all things a Patrol conquered the hill! Who would have thought it possible!

Patrol 1 vs The Rest….zippo!
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TRIP REPORT: BRIA GLEN PARK
By mid-afternoon we found ourselves driving past camp again. A couple of cars
decided the comforting fire and beverages were calling but the rest pushed on
to explore the Northern side of the property with Gary Light leading the way.
All was going well until a “I might need a bit of help here guys” call came
across the radio. Looks like Snoopy decided to drop his front left ‘paw’ down a
washout while at the same time cocking his right rear leg as if to take a
comfort stop! Seems there was a bit of a washout there Gary didn’t see!

A little winching to
get the car back on
four wheels and we
were on our way
again…no damage!

You reckon you’re
heavy enough to
make a difference
Pete!

That looks better!
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TRIP REPORT: BRIA GLEN PARK
We all spent a pleasant rain free (but breezy) night around the campfire
enjoying the warmth of some of the many mallee stumps on the property.
Camp cooking was the theme for dinner with many of us severely
underestimating the warmth in those coals. Let just say a little trimming on
some of the roasts was required!
Time to cook dinner.

Wet & soggy camp
on Sunday morning.

Sunday morning
was miserable! The
clear skies we left
the night before
were nowhere to
be seen; the wind
and showers
seemed
unrelenting.
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TRIP REPORT: BRIA GLEN PARK
While some opted to pack up and go straight home a few brave souls (Roger,
Pete and Jo, Trevor & Lynn) decided to go for a drive and see how it worked
out. The weather came good and after exploring the old gold diggings we
eventually found ourselves back at the lower section of the creek so we opted
to rock hop upstream. For Roger this was second time round and a chance to
try a couple of different lines, but for the rest it was our first chance to
experience this section of the creek and the fun the others had the day before.
A challenging but very enjoyable bit of creek to play in.

Rodger tries a new line.

After playing in the creek all morning a quick morning tea and back to camp to
pack up and head home.
All in all a great weekend on a unique and interesting property
Thanks to Paul for organising the trip and thanks to all that came along for
making it a great weekend away. Look forward to getting up there again soon.
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Happy 4WDing & Camping!

magazine@mountloftyrangers.com.au
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