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About Us

Mount Lofty Rangers Inc.

The Club’s aim is for its members to enjoy all aspects of owning and using our
4WDs while enjoying the diverse surroundings offered by this great country. We
are a club of 4WD enthusiasts who enjoy challenging driving, regular trips,
camping, camp cooking and a great social scene on and off track.
Membership
Membership is open to anyone who owns a 4WD (regardless of its make or model)
and has a passion for driving. Mount Lofty Rangers Inc is an affiliated member of
the South Australian Association of Four Wheel Drive Clubs (FWDSA).
Club Outings
The Mount Lofty Rangers provides regular day, weekend and extended four wheel
drive trips, lead by experienced trip leaders. Trips are rated on the level of
difficulty and are available to all members and guests.
The club has a dedicated social committee which also organises regular events that
complement the club trips.
Experience and Training
Our current members possess a wide range of skills ranging from beginner to
advanced. The club has a number of accredited instructors and assessors, and is
involved in regular training via the SAAFWDC Driver Training Unit.
Meetings
Club meetings are the second Monday of each month* and are held at the
Blackwood Football Club, Trevor Terrace, Blackwood
Time: 7:15 pm for 7.30pm start
*Except where this Monday falls on a long weekend then the meeting is held on the
third Monday of the month.
For more information on the Club please check out our website at:

www.mountloftyrangers.com.au

MT LOFTY RANGERS UHF CLUB CHANNEL NO 27
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Well for some reason, this year just doesn’t feel like Christmas? Can’t put my finger on it
– might be because I haven’t been at work for the build-up, at what is our busiest time of
year, having said that I have been back for a 2 weeks or so on light duties for a couple of
days a week until January. I’m off the crutches and the walking unaided is getting better
and less limpy each day!
It only seems like yesterday that I was writing for last year’s Christmas edition of this
newsletter. What’s happened with trips for us this year? Started with Beachport for
Australia Day weekend, a couple of nights away over Easter just out the road at Jak-em
Farm, followed by 2 weeks doing the Finke River Gorge, the Mereenie Loop, Finke
Desert Race and The Simpson Desert with a great bunch of friends – sadly shortly after
that our Patrol went bang which has curtailed our trips slightly, although we still
managed Camp Cook, Oktoberfest at Willangi over the October long weekend and our
recent MLR Christmas trip by borrowing Liam’s 4by. We’ll also be doing Beachport
again in January in Liam’s 4by so I may have to let him drive in the sand hills to get some
of his hours up for his L’s…….
Speaking of Beachport, there will be more information out early January for those
attending on the Australia Day long weekend – why not take the Monday off to make an
extra long weekend?
Our Christmas trip was another great weekend away with many friends from MLR,
although the weather was opposite to last year, with a cold biting wind at night.
Strickland Rd band turned up with most of their band members and sang their hearts
out with a few guest vocalists. Trips like this are sometimes hard to plan out to please
everyone, but those that attended from feedback received certainly enjoyed themselves.
The only downside was that we had to give the pizza man our numbers the Monday
prior to the weekend, we then had ten people let me know they couldn’t for various
reasons make it to the weekend and then had seven people who had their names on the
list not turn up and not notify anyone, we have had to pay for these seventeen people
who had their names on the trip sheet. We discussed the issue of names on trip sheets
and then members not turning up for the trip and not notifying the trip leader – one
option we discussed was that any trip like Christmas where we have a third party cater,
we will be asking for a deposit for those that put their names on thru trip sheet.
We had a couple of driving activities on the Saturday and the results can be found
elsewhere in the newsletter.
Don’t forget the ‘Evil Kris Kringle’ ($10-$15 present) with tickets sold at $1 each and the
$2 champagnes at the meeting this week, there is no guest speaker so bring a small plate
of nibbles to share with your table.
Finally, on behalf of your committee and the Doody family, I’d like to wish you all a
happy safe Christmas and a prosperous 2016.
See you at the meeting.
Ho ho ho……….
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YOUR COMMITTEE 2015-16
COMMITTEE DIRECTORS
PRESIDENT
Tom Doody
president@mountloftyrangers.com.au

VICE PRESIDENT
Gary Light
vp@mountloftyrangers.com.au
TREASURER
Paul McGregor
treasurer@mountloftyrangers.com.au

SECRETARY & PUBLIC OFFICER
Lainie Ray
secretary@mountloftyrangers.com.au

TRIPS COORDINATOR
Phil Simes
trips@mountloftyrangers.com.au

FWD SA DELEGATE
Ron Versteeg
delegate@mountloftyrangers.com.au

MEMBERSHIP OFFICER
Jordan Ray
membership@mountloftyrangers.com.au
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YOUR COMMITTEE 2015-16
COMMITTEE MEMBERS
WEBSITE OFFICER
Michelle Watkin
webmaster@mountloftyrangers.com.au
MERCHANDISE OFFICER
Kym Nagel
merchandise@mountloftyrangers.com.au
PROPERTY OFFICER
Peter Reed
property@mountloftyrangers.com.au
EDUCATION OFFICER
Steve Townsend
training@mountloftyrangers.com.au
MAGAZINE EDITOR
Kylie Cooper
magazine@mountloftyrangers.com.au
COMMITTEE
MEMBER
Wayne Ritchie

COMMITTEE
MEMBER
Rob Stevens

COMMITTEE
MEMBER
Linda Nagel

COMMITTEE
MEMBER
Marianne Sag

COMMITTEE
MEMBER
Roger Wilkinson
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Paul McGregor
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UNIFORM
NEW DESIGN JACKETS ARE NOW AVAILABLE !!!
$65 Black or Navy Blue (name extra)
SIZING CHART
ADULTS S

M

L

CHEST

56

58.5 61

63.5 66

68.5 71.5 74.5

LENGTH

72

74

78

82

KIDS

4

6

CHEST

38

40.5 43

46.5 50

53.5

LENGTH 50

54 58

62

70

76
8

XL

10

2XL

80
12

66

3XL 4XL

83

5XL

84

14

Black polo shirt still available $49!!!
Contact Merchandise Officer Kym
to place an order: merchandise@mountloftyrangers.com.au

LOUD SHIRT
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MLR CLUB PERSON OF THE YEAR
Criteria:
Automatic eligibility for minimum of 1 Trip Leader role
Must be a financial member
Runs May to April (as per MLR club year)
Must attend minimum of 6 MLR events in the 12 months
(meetings or trips)
Ø Nominated by Club Committee for—trip leader / trip
attendance / club meeting attendance/ over and above
activities for betterment of MLR
Ø Upholding of MLR values & club spirit
Ø
Ø
Ø
Ø

Can be nominated by general membership
Winner by blind vote from club members
—one membership = one vote
In case of tie, winner by discretion of Committee

Club equipment for loan!
• Grate mates
• Uniden UHF handheld radios
• Tyre repair kit (large & small)
• Tifor hand winch and cable
• Car Bra

• Gazebo 3m x 3m
• Hot water urn and kettle
• Bead breaker
• Drag chains (x 2)

• Trestle tables, plastic folding 1.8m (x2)
• Recovery bag (inc snatch straps, extension strap, tree trunk
protector and shackles)

*All club equipment is securely stored within the
club trailer @ Lonsdale
For further information on any loan equipment,
please email Peter Reed, Property Officer:
property@mountloftyrangers.com.au
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MEMBERSHIPS DUE NOW!
Emails have been sent inviting unpaid members to rejoin and pay or
to let the committee know and your details can be removed from the
email list.
$80 2015 / 2016 financial year
EFT payments are encouraged
For payment by EFT:
BSB:

065 132

Account No:

1004 4806

Account Name:

Mount Lofty Rangers Inc.

*Remember to put your name in the reference field
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CHRISTMAS AT TOWITTA
Photos courtesy of facebook
A slight ‘flood/creek crossing’ two weeks before our Chrissy show!

Making good use of the articulating ramp

‘The Ferocious’
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CHRISTMAS AT TOWITTA
ARTICULATION RAMP
RTI = Distance / Wheelbase x 1000
Name

Vehicle

lift

Distance up ramp

Wheelbase

RTI

Comments

Dan

79 series

150

2140

2630

813.69

locked

Dan

79 series

150

1810

2630

688.21

low range

Dan

79 series

150

1750

2630

665.40

unlocked

Jordan

Navara

50

1430

2930

488.05

3 bodies in back

Shorty

FJ Cruiser

50

1200

2660

451.13

locked

Jordan

Navara

50

1230

2930

419.80

Lothar

Prado

0

1030

2770

371.84

Phil

Patrol

40

1020

2910

350.52

Rory

Landcruiser 100

50

960

2800

342.86

Tom

Feroza

0

600

2155

278.42

Shorty

FJ Cruiser

50

740

2660

278.20

Steve

Pajero

0

660

2750

240.00

unlocked

Blind Drive
1st gear LOW RANGE
DRIVER

CO-DRIVER

VEHICLE

TIME (minutes)

Rory

Lyssa

Landcruiser 100

Malcolm Morris

Ann

Hilux

6.09.7

Sheena

Lothar

Prado

3.20.56

Steve Wrobel

Chris

Pajero

8.10.65

Lyssa

rory

Landcruiser 100

4.26.6

Ann Morris

Kevin Jesshope

Hilux

2.45.76

Andy Walsh

Anne

Pajero

3.15.5

Lothar

Sheena

Prado

2.28.93

Pam

Neil Stokes

Patrol

5.35.95

Gary Light

Phil Simes

Prado

2.27.24

Neil Stokes

Andy Walsh

Patrol
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3.39.10

3.41.46

MLR > OCTOBERFEST > RFDS
Along with 4WDSA President Lee, MLR President Tom Doody had
the pleasure of presenting Kirsten from RFDS with a $2,000 donation
raised from the proceeds of Octoberfest.
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DRAWER SLIDE SYSTEM
We would like to introduce our small Australian business to your club and ask that you
please take a moment to review the attachment about our new K.I.S.S. drawer slide system.
It is perfect for the 4WD or camper enthusiast wanting to incorporate storage drawers into
their vehicles without paying a hefty price tag or dealing with the complexity of a bearing
style slide system. Our drawer slides are;

CHEAP! SUPER SIMPLE TO INSTALL! ABSOLUTELY NO MAINTENANCE!
PLUS YOU CAN DESIGN YOUR DRAWER TO USE ALL THE AVAILABLE SPACE!

Please check out our eBay listings under KISS draw slides or contact us by return e-mail
with any questions you may have.
As you will see we have tried to keep our prices extremely affordable while still offering
FREE postage to any location within Australia. However for taking the time to view this email we would like to offer all your members an additional 10% discount on our already
low, postage paid prices.
For any members wishing to purchase through our eBay listings all they need to do is 'Make
An Offer' of 10% less on any one of our 'Fixed Price' listings and in the comments section
state your CLUB NAME and we will honour the discount. For those wishing to purchase
direct from our warehouse please contact us by e-mail. However to keep our costs down we
do not have credit card facilities so payment is via electronic transfer or cheque. Anyone
wishing to use their credit cards can still do so by purchasing via eBay.
Thank you again for your time & please note this offer is only valid until DEC 31st 2015.
Rangers Review
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2015/16 TRIPS CALENDAR
DATE

EVENT

CONTACT

DETAILS

MONDAY
14 December
27th Dec – 3rd Jan

Xmas Raffle & champagne for the ladies!7.30pm
Blackwood Football Club, Trevor Terrace, Blackwood
Extended Trip
Roger Wilkinson
Victorian High
Country

26th January 2016

Extended long
weekend

Tom Doody

Beachport

April 2016

Expression of
interest

Tom Doody

20 year
Anniversary
Dinner

Get in and book your site for the Beachport Weekend
Ring Southern Ocean Tourist Park on 8535 8153 & book for block D

Block D

For further information or to book on any trips, please email
Phil Simes, Trip Coordinator: trips@mountloftyrangers.com.au
Rangers Review
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KRIS KRINGLE VS EVIL SANTA
Bring a small $10-15 wrapped gift for Kris Kringle
Then purchase a raffle ticket for $1 to get a present.
REMEMBER new rules this year….. when your name is
called from the raffle draw you have a choice to be EVIL
and ‘steal’ someone else’s gift as your own or choose a
wrapped one from the selection (and the person you
stole it from will get a new choice of gift)

BRING A SMALL PLATE TO SHARE with your table
LADIES DRINKS $2 champagne

Rangers Review
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FRUFFLES for sale at the December meeting or
Contact: Deb Aschmoneit 0403 433 026 but get in quick!!!

ORDER FORM

ORDER FORM

Phone: 0403 433 026
Phone:
0403 433
Fax: 8321
9765026

Fax:
8321 9765
Doz Loose
Loose
Chocolates
@
each
11Doz
Chocolates
@$14.00
$1.00 each
Qty
Req.______
Milk
/ Dark
/ Mixed
Total
1 Doz Loose
@ $1.00
each
Qty
Req._____
Milk
/ Chocolates
Dark
/ Mixed
Total$________
$________

Qty Req._____
/ Dark / Mixed
$________
Loose
Chocolates
@
each
LooseMilk
Chocolates
@$1.00
.90Total
each
(appliestotoorders
ordersof
of 100
100 or
or more
more only)
(applies
only)

Loose
Chocolates
@ .90Total
each$________
Qty
Req.______
Milk
/ Dark
/ Mixed
Qty
Req._____
Milk
/ Dark
/ Mixed
Total$________
(applies to orders of 100 or more only)
Wrapped
@$1.80Total
each
Bon
Bon
Pack
@$4.00
each
Qty Req._____
Milk /3Singles
Dark
/ Mixed
$________
Qty Req.______
/ Dark
$________
Qty Req._____
Milk orMilk
Dark
Choc TotalTotal
$________

Bon Bon 3 Pack @$4.00 each

BonBon
Bon63Pack
Pack @$7.00
@$4.50 each
Bon
each
Qty Req._____
Milk or Dark Choc
Total
$________
Qty Req.______
Milk // Dark
$________
Qty Req._____
Milk / Dark
Mixed TotalTotal
$________

Bon Bon 6 Pack @$7.00 each

Bon Bon
6 Pack
@$8.00 each
1 Dozen
Gift
Box @$13.00
each
Qty Req._____ Milk / Dark / Mixed
Total $________

Qty
Req.______
Milk
/ Dark
/ Mixed
Qty
Req._____
Milk
/ Dark
/ Mixed

Total
Total$________
$________

1 Dozen Gift Box @$13.00 each

1 Dozen
GiftGift
BoxBox
@$15.00
eacheach
2 Dozen
Family
@$25.00
Total $________
Total $________

Qty
Req._____ Milk / Dark / Mixed
Qty Req.______ Milk / Dark / Mixed
Qty
Req._____ Milk / Dark / Mixed

Total $________

2 Dozen
Family
Giftyour
Box
@$25.00
each
2 Dozen
Family
@$29.00
each
(Please
circleBox
selection)
Qty
Total $________
$________
Qty Req._____
Req.______Milk
Milk/ Dark
/ Dark/ Mixed
/ Mixed Total
Name:__________________________________
(Please circle your selection)

Contact Ph:______________________________

Name:__________________________________

Date Required:___________________________

Contact Ph:______________________________
All orders payable cash on delivery.
(Unless prior arrangements have been made)

Date Required:___________________________
All orders payable cash on delivery.
(Unless prior arrangements have been made)

Loose Chocolates
$14 per doz (milk, dark or mixed)
Bulk loose orders 100 @ $1.00 each

Wrapped Singles
$1.80 (milk or dark)

3 Pack Bon Bon
$4.50 (milk or dark)

1 Doz Gift Box
$15 (milk, dark or mixed)

6 Pack Bon Bon
$8.00 (milk, dark or mixed)

2 Doz Family Box
$29.00 (milk, dark or mixed)

A few days after Christmas, a mother was working in the kitchen listening to her young son
playing with his new electric train in the living room. She heard the train stop and her son said,
"All of you sons of b*tches who want off, get the hell off now, cause this is the last stop! And all
of you sons of b*tches who are getting on, get your asses in the train, cause we're going down
the tracks." The mother went nuts and told her son, "We don't use that kind of language in this
house. Now I want you to go to your room and you are to stay there for TWO HOURS. When you
come out, you may play with your train, but I want you to use nice language." Two hours later,
the son comes out of the bedroom and resumes playing with his train. Soon the train stopped
and the mother heard her son say, "All passengers who are disembarking from the train, please
remember to take all of your belongings with you. We thank you for riding with us today and
hope your trip was a pleasant one. We hope you will ride with us again soon." She hears the
little boy continue, "For those of you just boarding, we ask you to stow all of your hand luggage
under your seat. Remember, there is no smoking on the train. We hope you will have a pleasant
and relaxing journey with us today." As the mother began to smile, the child added, "For those
of you who are pissed off about the TWO HOUR delay, please see the bitch in the kitchen."
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NEW LOCATION OPEN – THE AVENUES ST PETERS
Rangers Review
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Phil’s day at the Pageant
Courtesy of Phil Simes
One of the perks having a family member working for a Credit Union in Adelaide, is
that you and your family get the opportunity to take part in the Adelaide icon, that
is the Christmas Pageant.
Friday, I was asked to clown around in the background during the live weather
cross on Ch10 with Kate Freebairn.
Had a lot of fun, with a segment just after 5pm, another at 5:55 and then a
recorded ‘Weather Update’ to go to air later Fri evening. Kate put up with an awful
lot of heckling and shenanigans in the lead up to going on air each time. It’s a
wonder she was able to keep a straight face! Especially the ‘Weather Update’
where we were right up next to her face, waving and fooling around!

But this all paled by comparison to the excitement early Sat morning.
After getting changed and made up, (which takes some time when there are 280
clowns!) I had breakfast next to Beautiful Angels, Nursery Rhyme Characters,
Fairies and Storm Troopers!
Then as we assembled on South Tce, Humphrey Bear was being lead down
towards his float as I was going in the opposite direction, so I put the hand up and
casually high fived Humphrey B Bear! What else would you expect when a Clown
and Humphrey pass in the street?!!
Best start to a day…, ever!
As we waiting for the Whistle to blow that signals the start, excited voices chatted
everywhere and then we were off!
Rangers Review
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Phil’s day at the Pageant
Just when you think you have peaked with excitement, you turn onto King William
Street for the first time, with a sea of beaming, smiling faces. Kids, mums, dads,
grandparents and teenagers (some with water pistols for the clowns!) 10 deep, on
balconies and sitting in trees, all waving back at you and stretching as far as you
can see. The energy is just incredible!

.
Before you I knew it, I’d skipped and jumped, zigged and zagged, waved and high
fived my way over three point something kilometres to North Tce.
My daughter, Taylor (22) was walking next to the Winter Wonderland float,
dressed as a snowflake princess, when it paused in the street. Before she knew it a
little 4 year old girl jumped up from between her dads knees, and gave Taylor the
biggest hug, like she wasn’t going to let go! As the crowd all around all sighed
‘awwwww’, Taylor welled up and burst into tears with joy! She had just been
reminded of how much each eye contact and wave meant to the kids watching and
waiting for Father Christmas, and what a privilege it is to be involved in this
massive event!
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Phil’s day at the Pageant
I noticed more this year than before the number of kids wanting ‘selfies’ with us
clowns as we skipped past. Even after it had finished, there was a continuous line
of tourists, young families and teenagers, all with huge smiles wanting to have
their photo taken with us clowns.
As I sit here at the other end of the weekend on Sunday evening, with a dull ache in
my legs, and a dopey grin on my face, as I think back over the experience. I’ve done
it a few times now and each time it’s the same buzz, perhaps even better.
I hope I get the chance again next year. I absolutely love it!
I you are yet to experience it, mark it in your calendar for next year. You are never
too old!
So many people, all happy, smiling and waving.
So many good vibes!
If we could only bottle it and send it to the rest of the world…….
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NATURE FOUNDATION
Dear NFSA Supporter,
The Nature Foundation SA’s annual Christmas Dinner with Silent Auction is fast
approaching. This year we are reaching out to all our supporters who were unable to book
into the dinner at the Adelaide Oval on the 5thDecember and offering everyone the
opportunity to bid on a select few items from the Christmas Dinner Silent & Live Auction
list.
Please find attached the Absentee Bid list of high quality artwork we will have up for
auction – 9 Silent Auction items & 2 Live, on the night, Auction paintings. If you are
interested in purchasing a one of a kind gift, for yourself or that lucky someone off your
Christmas list, please complete the Absentee Bid sheet and return to the office by 4pm
Friday 4th December.
We are honoured to be able to offer donated works of art from renowned artists Robert
Hannaford and his wife Alison Mitchell, who recently travelled to the NFSA property
Witchelina Nature Reserve and have painted scenes from this amazing landscape. Also on
offer for Absentee Bidding are a number of items from talented local artists.
Ø Lots 27 & 28, Robert Hannaford paintings, will be sold during a Live Auction on
the night. Your bid will be logged and a NFSA staff/Council member will bid on
your behalf during the Live Auction.
Ø Lots 9, 11, 12, 29, 30, 31, 32, 33 & 37 will be sold in the Silent Auction, your best
& final bid will go on the sheet and be up against those bidding on the night at the
Christmas Dinner.
Please note that if you are successful you will be bound by sale for the item.
Please don’t hesitate to contact the office if you have any queries.
P 08 8340 2880 M 0435 021 772 F 08 8340 2506
E Natasha.Harper@nfsa.org.au W www.naturefoundation.org.au
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GUEST SPEAKER: SNAKE AWAY
Thanks to the guys from Snake Away for bringing in their ‘pets’. Snake deterrents
not really effective, although Snake Away does have a product that they use.
Basic cost of snake removal in suburbia is around $150 for 45 minutes onsite
service (whether they locate the snake or just track it).
Over the course of a season they remove 300-400 brown snakes, up to 20 red
belly snakes.
1.Children’s python

2.Woma python

3.Murray Darling (x2)

4.Carpet python (Elsa)

Rangers Review
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GUEST SPEAKER: SNAKE AWAY
Carpet python - Bravely held by Linda

5.Common Eastern Brown snake
(in big pickle jar)
– 1 drop of venom will kill 20 people

6.Juvenile brown
snake (in vegemite jar)
– 1 drop equal to bee sting bite

7.Bird eating spider (from QLD) – baby sized in medium jar
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GUEST SPEAKER: SNAKE AWAY
8.Sand goanna (baby)

9.Bearded dragon (male)

10.Barking gecko (barks like a Chihuahua dog)

11.Centipedes

12.Scorpions

(Seen under black light)
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FOR SALE
$2750 ono – Contact Les 0409 285 232
2000 Yamaha TT-R250
7200km
Electric and kick start
All original condition
Bark busters
Fresh 3 months registration
New battery
Tyres ok
Clean on fuel tank bubbled
Everything works, lights, etc

Rangers Review
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CLUB NIGHT: SNOWY’S
Courtesy of Gary Light
Wednesday 11 Nov 2015
When the idea of holding a Club night at Snowys was first touted I was anticipating
a dozen people to respond given that the event was scheduled mid-week and for
the most after work. I was then pleasantly surprised when I removed the trip sheet
from the notice board for the last time to find around 50 people had indicated
there interest. Of those 50 around 40 actually managed to make the evening so
thanks to all for making the night a success.

I thought I would arrive early and have a chat with Neville (Assistant Manager at
Snowys) only to find Peter, Tom and Roger had already arrived and were in the
process of setting up the Club BBQ.
After touching base with Neville and completing set up we were ready to start
cooking the sausage sizzle. Over the course of the next 40 minutes or so people
started to arrive and were initially directed inside to have a look around whilst the
food was cooking.

Rangers Review
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CLUB NIGHT: SNOWY’S
Around 6:30 we were ready to serve. After eating a sausage or two, or in some
cases several (Les Toomer certainly seemed to enjoy them) we went inside
dispensed with the evenings formalities and introduced the Snowys team who
then provided a quick run-down on their two most popular touring tents (OzTent
and Blackwolf models). After that it was more browsing and for some purchasing
and socialising priorto heading home with numerous purchases ranging from key
rings to large tents.

Big thanks to those who helped make the night a success:
• Trevor Hill “Bruce’s Meats” for supplying the sausages
• Roger Wilkinson (Head Chef)
• Peter Reid, Tom Doody and Lainie Ray for coordinating / bringing the
other supplies necessary for the sausage sizzle.
• Lastly but not least Dave, Neville and the team from Snowys for staying
open on the night.
(Sincere apologies if I’ve missed anyone)

For further information or to book a guest speaker in 2016, please
email Gary Light, Guest Speaker Co-Ordinator
vp@mountloftyrangers.com.au
Rangers Review
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Based in Lonsdale, South Australia, Redarc has over 30 years
experience in the research, design, development and manufacture of a
range of electronic voltage converters and associated products including
inverters, power supplies, battery chargers, CANBus modules, turbo
timers, glow plug timers, trailer braking products and customised
electronic modules.
Essentially, Redarc’s products are attached to any moving vehicle that
uses battery power including cars, boats, rail, trucks, mining equipment,
bus and emergency vehicles.
REDARC's goal is to ensure that the REDARC product and service is the
benchmark by which the competition is measured.
23 Brodie Road North Lonsdale South Australia 5160
Phone: +61 8 8322 4848
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CHRISTMAS RECIPES
Christmas Kebabs
Kebabs are traditionally cooked on skewers, making them the perfect camping
meal.
You will need:
a metal grate
skewers
Tongs
Ingredients:
Beef
Cherry tomatoes
Mushrooms
Eggplant
Peppers
Onion
Method:
If you are using wooden skewers wet them to keep them from burning.
Cut beef (or your chosen meat) into cubes.
Cut vegetables into similar sizes and push onto skewers with the meat in between.
Place the kebabs onto a metal grate over the fire and cook for 15-20 minutes. Turn
skewers so that each side is cooked.

Prawn and Avocado Toasted Bun
If you are camping by the ocean this meal is both convenient and refreshing.
Ingredients:
4 small/2 large avocados
1 lemon
Salt and Pepper
6 buns
12 king prawns
Lettuce
Method:
Grill buns over your campfire until crispy on the surface.
Remove skin of avocados and slice. Coat sliced avocados with lemon.
Push prawns onto skewers and place on grill over your campfire. Grill each side for
approximately 3 minutes.
Place peeled avocado on toasted buns and place two peeled prawns on each bun.
Garnish with lettuce and sprinkle salt and pepper lightly on the top.

Rangers Review
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CHRISTMAS RECIPES
Camping Fondue

Fondue may be attributed to fancy dinners and restaurants, but you can do it
camping too!
Ingredients:
One 220g block of chocolate (or bag of choc chips)
A dash of longlife milk (add to desired consistency)
Fruit or marshmallows (for dipping)
Method:
Heat saucepan over fire and add chocolate.
When the chocolate has melted, add milk and mix until combined.
Use skewers, forks or sticks to dip fruit or marshmallows in the chocolate.

Jam Damper

This is a tasty variation of the very popular camping snack that kids, teenagers and
adults will all love.
Ingredients:
2 cups self-raising flour
2 tsp sugar
2 tbsp butter
2 cups milk pinch of salt
Jam
Method:
Rub butter into flour until it is evenly dispersed.
Mix all ingredients together until a dough is formed.
Divide dough into four pieces and find a stick that is at least 1 cm thick.
Hold dough over fire until cooked.
Take damper off the sticks and use a knife to put jam in the hole left by the stick.
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CHRISTMAS FUNNIES
Q: What do you call an elf who sings? A: a wrapper!
Q: Why is Christmas just like your job? A: You do all the work and the fat guy with
the suit gets all the credit.
Q: Why is Santa so jolly? A: Because he knows where all the naughty girls live.
Q: Why doesn't Santa have any kids? A: He only comes once a year.
Q: What do you call people who are afraid of Santa Claus? A: Claus-trophobic.
What do you call an obnoxious reindeer? RUDEolph.
Q: Why was Santa's little helper depressed? A: Because he had low elf esteem.
Q: What's the difference between snowmen and snowladies? A: Snowballs.
Q: What nationality is Santa Claus? A: North Polish.
What do you call a kid who doesn't believe in Santa? A rebel without a Claus.
Q: What do you call Santa's helpers? A: Subordinate clauses
The 4 stages of life: 1. You believe in Santa Claus 2. You don't believe in Santa Claus
3. You dress up as Santa Claus 4. You look like Santa Claus
Remember, Christmas isn't about how big the tree is, or what's under it. It's about
who's around it
For Christmas I want Santa's list of naughty girls.
Last year, I asked Santa for the sexiest person ever for Christmas. I woke up in a
box.
This holiday season, in lieu of gifts, I've decided to give everyone my opinion.
I try to be unusually kind and compassionate to those around me during the
Holidays, because I never know who will end up being my Secret Santa.

Rangers Review
34

CAMPING CHRISTMAS
GIFT IDEAS
For the camper who loves dogs
Looking for a portable, packable dog
run, that will keep your pooch safe
from harm and not bothering other
campers? Then the K9-Sky
Trak provides dynamic resistance so
your dog doesn’t get hurt when it
reaches the end of the leash, running at
high speed.

For the camper who loves cooking over a campfire
Cooking on a stick over the campfire
is so much fun, until the food falls off
the stick and into the fire. And then
it’s not so fun.
These Shish Kebab baskets are
designed to keep the food all in little
baskets instead of on the stick.

A tip from the Grinch!
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CHRISTMAS SHOPPING TIPS
1. Set a budget in advance – and stick to it. Err on the side of moderation. Ask
yourself: How much can I afford to spend this holiday season? Failing to set
realistic spending limits can lead to unbridled shopping sprees – and debt.
It helps to get specific, financial experts suggest. "People often have a rough idea of
the total amount they want to spend, but they don't know the specifics," How much
will you spend on gifts? How about decorations, travel and food? Set limits for
each, and find the discipline to stay within them.
2. Prioritise your gift list. There will always be people in life who deserve our
generosity. But not everyone should be considered equally, and that’s OK. When
shopping on a budget, consider who is at the top of the list and work backward.
Immediate family will probably come first, followed by close friends, relatives and
colleagues. Make a list of potential gifts for everyone and keep track of prices.
3. Avoid impulse buys. It’s easy to get swept up in the holiday spirit when
everything in the mall screams Christmas cheer and so many items are discounted.
But don’t be fooled into buying things you don’t need. Rein in your “inner
spendthrift” to avoid the “shopping momentum effect” – the thrill of buying one
item can fuel more, usually unnecessary, purchases. Don’t stray from the list!
4. Give the gift of charity. Consider donating $25, $50 or $75 to a charity in
someone else’s name. It’s a great way to do something selfless this holiday season
while avoiding all the temptations that come with perusing the mall.
Shopping for ways to give back can be fun, too. You can shop your heart out
browsing dollar amounts and causes for just the right fit…..in boutique-ish
charities.
5. Find hidden Amazon/EBay discounts. Online retail giants such as Amazon
and Ebay have some great bargains for those who know where to look. The
online Amazon Discount Finder tool can help bargain hunters find savings of up to
80 percent on some items.
6. Eliminate superfluous expenses. Does every gift really need a bow or
expensive wrapping? Do gift bags have to have bells on them? Ditch the
embellishments and streamline your giftwrapping. Really, most of it ends up in the
trash, anyway.
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CHRISTMAS SHOPPING TIPS
7. Christmas is not the time to go above and beyond. Keep it simple.
When shopping for kids, keep in mind that they, unlike many adults, don’t look at
price tags when considering something’s worth. Despite the ubiquity of video
games and iPhones, most young kids would be happy to get a colorful set of
markers or some sidewalk chalk. Visit the nearest dollar store – they won’t know
the difference.
8. Make your own Christmas gifts. Going homemade can be a great way to add a
personal touch to your holiday shopping list. Put those years in art school to use.
Or, maybe you’ve always wanted to pick up quilting, candle-making or even baking
– the holidays are a great time to pursue new ventures!
9. Check out sites like Fiver.com. This website lets online shoppers browse for
personalised items by linking them up with artists all over the world. Want a
unique caricature drawn of your brother? Have an idea for a comic strip you’d like
to see in print? A song you want sung and recorded by a professional singer? Fiver
has it all. The site gets its name from the simple fact that everything starts at just
$5, although adding things like color and 3D effects can cost extra.
10. Kill two – or three or four or five – birds with one stone. Buy one big
present for the whole family instead of small presents for each member. For
example a Wii that everyone can play and enjoy.
11. Plan for next year by taking advantage of post-holiday sales. The weeks
after Christmas are the best time to stock up on things like wrapping paper,
tableware and decorations, as many retailers trying sell off their holiday stocks
will often offer big discounts on holiday trimmings.

If you're heading out bush, check out these resources
for road conditions first:
SA - http://www.dpti.sa.gov.au/OutbackRoads
NT - http://www.ntlis.nt.gov.au/roadreport/
WA - https://www.mainroads.wa.gov.au/Pages/Alerts.aspx
QLD - http://roadconditions.lbs.racq.com.au/static/report/highload.html
NSW - https://www.livetraffic.com/desktop.html
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CHRISTMAS CAMPING TIPS
Caravan & Camping SA’s

TOP TIPS TO BETTER CAMPING

Camping like most other things in life can be simple and pleasurable or it can be
complicated and unpleasant. The secret to a successful camping trip is research
and planning.
Research
It is essential to research the area in which you
wish to go camping. An understanding of the
area will allow you to prepare for the conditions
you are likely to encounter. For instance, if you
are travelling to beachside areas, the ground is likely to be sandy and you will need
a selection of suitable sand pegs. However, if you are bush camping, the ground
could be very hard, hence the need for strong, short pegs.
Consider
Consider also the prevailing conditions. Some coastal areas can be windier than
inland areas so the need for extra guy ropes, pegs, possible wind breaks, etc.
should be considered. Research into what temperatures can be expected at night
will determine what rating sleeping bag you will need. Sleeping in a plus IO
degrees rated sleeping bag in minus 2 degrees is not pleasant.
Plan
Planning follows on from research. Once you have established the conditions
expected in the area you are visiting, you can plan the equipment needed to make
your holiday a simple and pleasurable experience. A check list compiled several
weeks prior to departure can save a lot of stress trying to get everything ready the
day before you leave, both for yourself and the camping store trying to get the
stove and light operating and the tent repaired all in 24 hours.
What a typical checklist should look like;
• Take the tent out of storage and check general condition, with particular
attention paid to pegs loops, zips and flyscreens. This should be done 3-4 weeks
prior to departure to allow adequate time to have any needed repairs done.
• Check the frame to ensure all parts are there and nothing has been left behind at
the last camp site.
• Count and check pegs and guy ropes to ensure adequate supplies, bearing in
mind what was previously discussed regarding ground conditions
• Clean and test light the gas stove and lamp if they are to be used. Ensure that the
stove burns well and if going on an extended trip, consider taking spare gas
jets.
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CHRISTMAS CAMPING TIPS
• Make sure that you have ample supply of mantels to last the entire trip bearing
in mind mantels are brittle and easily broken if travelling day in and day out.
• Check all o-rings and conditions of stove hoses so that no problems are
encountered on the trip. Should you be the least bit apprehensive about your
gas equipment, please take it to a reputable C.C.I.A. dealer and have it checked.
• Air beds, camp stretchers and whatever other form of sleeping equipment is to
be used, should be inflated or assembled whatever the need to ensure that all
functions well on the trip.
Research of the destination as previously discussed will indicate whether there is a
need to take bbq's. The availability of ice should also be ascertained, if travelling to
remote areas. If no ice is available, it may be necessary to invest in some form of
portable refrigeration.
Arrival
To ensure a comfortable stay during your
holiday, it is necessary to follow a few
simple rules when setting up camp:
• Make sure the area you are to set the
tent up on is free from sharp objects
that are likely to damage the floor of
the tent.
• Check to see that there are no ants nests.
• Check that there are no overhanging branches that are likely to dislodge on
windy night. This is especially dangerous around and under gum trees.
• Ensure that you are not erecting your tent in a natural waterway, not
necessarily a riverbed but anywhere water can channel during heavy rains.
Departure
• If possible wait until the tent is completely dry before dismantling as this will
alleviate the need to re-erect the tent at home. Storing the tent in a wet or damp
condition will result in mildew - effectively shortening the life of the tent.
• Check that all poles and pegs are dry to prevent the onset of rust.
• Before leaving the campsite be sure that all the biodegradable rubbish is
disposed of correctly. It should either be buried deep enough for animals not to
be able to dig it up, in areas where this is necessary, or disposed of into the
council or shire bins where they are provided near camp grounds. All non
biodegradable rubbish must be removed and disposed of correctly. Remember
throwing cans into the fire does not make the biodegradable.

Leave your campsite CLEANER than you find it.
Rangers Review
39

A WORD FROM THE EDITOR
MERRY CHRISTMAS

Wishing everyone a safe and happy Christmas and New Year with
family and friends.
Travel safe!!
And don’t forget to send me your piccies
and trip report for the magazine!

Cheers Kylie

magazineeditor@mountloftyrangers.com.au
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