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With our desire to make it an event to remember, February was effectively Clayton Raft
Race month and a very successful weekend it was, no surprises there.
Question: What's half of 8? - Answer : 3. That's what you might call a Clayton's answer in
more ways than one but that's the sort of logic that Count Dazzle used to keep everyone
?olling in the aisles' at the 2OO2 Clayton Raft Race entertainment night.
Of course, there was a lot more to the weekend of the l6th and lTth February than that and
I would like to extend our club's gratitude and appreciation to chief organisers Mark and
Linda Moss for a job well done.
As the organising club for these past two years the effort put in by individuals of the
Mount Lofty Rangers working as a team to pull this off has been excellent. Tasks included
organising the site, making a raffle happen, constructing and testing a hi-tech raft, marshal-

ling events, entertainment, catering, lighting, sound system, scaffolding, marquees for
viewing, life jackets etc, etc, etc. I won't mention names as I'm bound to leave one out so
thank you to everyone involved - you know who you are. A significant amount was raised
from the raffle and full details will be published in the magazine, as will a pictorial record
of the weekend.
Just a word about the magazine, with so many club members being available on email, including the Editor, it should be easy to get articles into the magazine - however, what
about the email gremlins and the dreaded cyberspace - don't assume that just because you
sent the email it got there. Could everyone who sends an email with a trip report please
conhrm with the Ed that it got through. If you are not on email and want your report
keyed in, contact me and I will organise it for you.
The magazine is a key contact point for club members - so keep up the reports, more than
one per trip is great as you get different perspectives on the same trip - if we don't read
about it, we don't know about it! If you know of any forthcoming events or ffips please
make sure that the information is in the magazine at least one edition prior to the event.
Just a reminder the AGM is in May (two meetings away) - all positions will become vacant - so start thinking about whether any of the positions on the back page of the magazine interest you. At this AGM it is planned to have aPizzaNight (free to club members) so the meeting will start earlier at 7.00 pm, with the pizza first, then the meeting at7.45
pm.
Finally, my thanks to Sean, Vice President, for stepping in for me at short notice last meeting as I am currently working afternoon shift and couldn't make it.
Regards

Michael Brett, The Tourists
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Clayton Weekend Feb 15tn, 16'n, &

17th Feb

We arrived at Clayton about 4.30pm on the Friday and already many people had
set up camp. For those that were unable to get to Clayton this year the weather
was perfect, just what we would have ordered. The Clubs attending this year were
Suzuki, Subaru, Nissan, Holden, Central Hills, & Overlanders with some of the
Barossa Club day tripping on the Sunday.
On Saturday we started selling raffle tickets and we went from only having a few
prizes on the Monday night meeting to fifty by the Friday so thank you to all
those that donated. It was a fantastic effort and one that Norm from the Suzuki
Club would have certainly appreciated as he seemed to get picked out the most
when the raffle was drawn on Sunday. Saturday aftemoon we had Tub & Balloon
Races which saw the Suzuki Club taking out first place followed by Mt Lofty
Rangers 2nd & Nissan CIub 3'd.
Saturday night entertainment started at 7.00pm with Count YonDazzle a magician who proved to be popular with all ages. Red Faces was next with about 8
various acts most proving to be of a very high standard but it was hard to beat the
Nissan Club with their winning act of a'mellordrama' which was a very clever
play on words. The night concluded with the
Weakest Link hosted by our own Colin Foster
who could definitely give Cornelia Francis a
run for her money. A special thanks goes to
Colin & Lynette who drove down to Clayton
that evening just to do the weakest link spot
for us and made it quite a memorable event!

Sunday morning saw most of our club
members up early either cooking breakfast or
beginning to set up for the big races. Breakfast was a complete sellout, then it was onto
marshalling briefings for some and peeling
onions for others. The Races began around
10.00am with a few minor crashes for some
and some extra weed making paddling hard
going for others.

(Continued on page 18)
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be magazines from other 4WD clubs available for your read- &

ing at the meetings.

*
ET

Please could you let me
have any photo's that
you wish inserted in the
magazine, my supply is
getting very sparse

NEXT MEETING
Monday
April 8th
@ 7.30pm

Peter J.
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AGM - May Meeting - 13 May 2002
Pizza Night
Stort eoting ot 7.00

pm

Freepizza for oll members - free soft drinks for kids (until we run out)
Choice of Meot Lovers, Howqiion, Chicken or Supreme
This is o chonce f or everyone to get together bef ore the AGM,
which will follow ofter the przzo.
You will be osked for numbers of people ottending ot the April meeting.
ff you ore not ot the April meeting pleose give Michoel Brett (83871163) a cqll so we con moke sure everyone gets o slice of pizza.
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a video of the event. lt is a Challenge competition with over 60 competitors
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\ and I will look at putting on a video night to whet our appetites.
\
\
Year Dinner
\ We are still looking for moreMid
ideas on where should we go for our annual
\ mid-year dinner. We have had some good ideas, but it would be nice to hear
\ from some other members who have been somewhere nice recently and
\
\ think it would be a good venue for our mid year dinner. Some of the sugges\ tions have been South Park Motor lnn and StonyfellWinery.
\
\
March 2002
\ The preferred place atSkirmish
-is Late
down by Deep Creek conservation park.
this
stage
\ They have had some problems with their insurance so I will have to confirm
\ prices.
The Go-Kart racing have a similar problem and a lot of venues have
\
\ closed down due to high insurance costs.
\
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\
\
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fact that some people that wanted to go couldn't on that particular day, I am
looking at other venues as the cost has gone up considerably.
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_ JULY 6TH . 14TH

INNAMINKA

5 days at Innaminka

Bush Camping.

Details: ShaunLawson

-82764505

&

TimByrne

_

OCTOBER 3RD . 6TH

CURDIMURKA OUTBACK BALL

-83221324

Outback Ball at the Curdimurka Railway Station, out from Marree.
Bush Camping.

Details: Ian Mangelsdorf

GERANIUM

_

-

8384 5691

OCTOBER sTH . 7TH

More information on its way.
Facilities include a large Shelter shed, Hot showers, Toilet (and longdrops).
Details: Ken Bradey

-

8381 7865

"Views expressed in this magazine are not
necessarily those of Mt Lofty Ranger's Inc."
Rangers

Review
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Beachport Weekend

- Australia Day 2002

SATURDAY TRIP to ROBE via the Beaches
It started off just like any other trip, with a convoy of vehicles making their way
from the Caravan Park, through Beachport, to the coast, where we would take
some off road tracks to Robe'
Never having done this before, it was going to be a new experience for me, and
was just a liti'le apprehensive about wfrit t was in for. We just followed on behind
the llader, along ihe small track that led us to the biggest sandhill I have seen
that cars drive over. However, I was to find out the next day that this was not true'
me of the people who had been
All the vehicles went
reenhorn of the group (Bull Winthere before went str
see how it was done, besides I
t<te) oecided to park
'they
were not going up that hill,
saying
kids in the back seat
had two
"cre.ming
gusto, in an attempt to
some
it
with
for
no wav. forqet it'.Just then'Rhino'went
just before
ledge,
rock
a
over
Bouncing
section.
of steep
leagllmate it'to tn"" top'the
spectacular:li'q,:J
m.adq
'Rhino'
sandhill,
of
li.g th" base
1
lli,:iT^hll.ll
.oon found that the vehicle sustained damage, requiring the engine to shut
off immediately. Two others of the group towed 'Rhino' out of the sandhills, back
to Beachport, io get whatever repairs were required done so that they could.return
go home,
to Adelaide for a wedding the next day. lt was disappointing to see them
just
for the
go
driving
to
day,
very
considering they had teflAdelaide at 4am that
30
mins'
first
day with the group, and went out in the

*i.

After this excitement, we were on our way to Robe through some twisty and
sometimes tight tracks. Every time there was that familiar sound of trees scraping
the side of thL car, I got the-'l told you so' look from the co-pilot, which I ignored,
and just looked straig-ht ahead. There was silence from the family as we tilted to
ner siOe going around sore of the corners, and over some of the rocks, However,
this camJ Uact< to haunt me the next day. lt seemed like it was my turn to lean towirOs the wife to stop the car from tipping, to which I was told 'see, you don't like
it'.

There were a lot of other clubs doing the tracks at the Beachport this day as well
as ourselves, causing some delays, however it all went smoothly from here.on'
decision mode the night before, to split the whole group into
There was a good
-a
two groups of dozen cars each, which assisted us getting past a lot of the other
gtor!. reasonably quickly. Who said a good decision couldn't be made after
happy hour!
(Continued on page
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The first beach driving there was another group that was bogged and caused a
delay, which enabled the two that towed 'Rliino' out, to rejoin our group. The sand
was very Soft, and we soon letting more air out of our tyres, Some as low aS 101b.
This is when the 'River Rats' tried to push in, and got Stuck, however Shaun said
'you are only classed as stuck, if someone else has to pull you out'- quote of the
day. All I know is, when I passed, he was having four guys push him back and
for1h, whom he said later went walk about, and he managed to get free himself.

Welldone'River Rats'.
By this time it was getting around lunchtime and we parked on Nora Creina beach
for lunch. This was a great sheltered cove with lots of people enjoying the sunshine. lt also enabled the kids to have a swim and just much around in the sand.
What we just drove through and saw along the beach, the rocks, little coves, wildlife, and secluded places justifies the purchase of a four-wheel drive, well that's
what I told my wife.

After lunch we were soon on our way through more scrub and tracks that were
rough at times with protruding rocks and rolly-polly dips that I was sure this was
going to get my daughter car-sick, but to my amazement, she held it all together.
You would think that after 150km she would relax just a small bit.
This section was fairly sedate with some more beach driving along Stinky Beach
and before you knew it, you were in the sandhills driving around rocky outcrops
and through overgrown scrub up one Sandhill, and down to the next, but it was
great fun.

There was however one more fairly large sandhill to get up to get to Robe and although it was soft, only two or three cars had trouble, because they still had too
much pressure in the tyres. (Tip of the day - have a good tyre gauge)
We all pulled over on the side of the road in Robe, and while some of uS were reinflating tyres, others drove back to Beachport via the beaches. I was one of those
who drove back via the tarmac, meaning we would be back in time to get a headstart on Happy Hour.
Overall it was a very pleasant day, and a large learning curve for me to see just
just have to gain some experience now

'to

have a go.

stic, and interesting weekend.

Rangers
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Mf Td}S"IY RANEERS
ITEMS FOR SALE
Lets Promote Our Club!!!
Cloth Badges
Car Stickers
Name Badges

$6.00
$2.s0

Initial 2 on joining
Additional

FREE
$6.00
$6.00
$2.s0
$7.s0

Replacement
Sand Flags

Tyre Plugs

Please see Hubert Orbons for the above purchases 8218 8142.

Windcheaters (fleecy lined)
$40.00
(includes name and logo embroidered on & GST)
Rugby Tops
$52.00
(includes name and logo embroidered on & GST)
Polo Shirts (short sleeve)
$29.00
(includes name and logo embroidered on & GST)
Caps (including logo embroidered on)
$15.00
If you require clothing please speak to Charlie Raphael 8358 2552.

ITEMS FOR LOAN
Books
Club Banner
Club Flag
GPS Promotional Videos
Maps

x

Recovery Kit

Tirfor Winch

Puncture Repair Kit *
First Aid Kit x
4 x Lightweight Shelters with
sides.

Please replace used items

Please see Michael Brett for any items you wish to loan 8387 1163.
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Troy Holberton (10) 9th March

Monique Munn

12th March

Jane Raphael

17th March

Rodney Curtis

22ndMaroh

Danni Munn

25th March

Kim Rawsthorn

26th March

Braydon Curtis (3)

2nd April

Ian Mandelsdorf

15th

Barb Couprie

21st April

Nathan Munn (4)

22nd April

The
Rangers

Review
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CLAYTON RAFT RACE
The weekend kicked off on Friday night with a quite a few setting up camp at
Clayton Bay Caravan Park on Friday afternoon/evening. Quiet drinks were had
out the front of the Moss's luxury on-site van.
Saturday morning saw many more people arrive and the park was starting to look
full. The morning was fairly quiet with most people just hanging around or doing
their owrr thing. Except for when the guys decided to give our raft a test run and
found problems with the chain coming of. A quick call to Con and he was on his
way to help. The raft was fixed and ready for racing.
Saturday afternoon the action got under way with the bath tub races. The general
idea was that four person crews had to tie wooden planks and bottles to their bath
tub, each blow up a balloon. Then one member of the team had to paddle out
around a boy with all the balloons in the tub. Then once back on shore the ropes,
wood and bottles had to be untied and placed back in the bath tub and all balloons
popped by each team member. I not sure who the overall winner of this event was
but it was very interesting to sit and watch the different techniques and needless to
say many bath tubs saw a close up of the bottom of Clayton Bay and then needed
to be refloated.

Bath tub races
Page 14
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(Continued from page l4 )

The nights entertainment started a7pm with a great magic show that both adults
and kids enjoyed greatly, but the verdict was that it could be a very interesting
show if the children had all been in bed. The magic show was followed by red
faces. The Nissan Club did a great effort for their first appearance. Unfortunately
The Rangers performer could not go on as the children were still up and it was not
deemed fit for their viewing. Rated AO. Cornelia then made his/her appearance
with a very different view on the weakest link. Overall a very interest and enjoyable evening, though the heating system seemed to have broken and the audience
was at risk of freezing if they were not well rugged up.
Sunday started well with Ranger styled Bacon and Egg muffins for sale, which I
must say, tasted terrific. The marshals were then given a run through of what they
needed to do to try and make the day run smoothly. Racing got under way soon
after with a few minor mishaps of rafts running into each other, so it was decided
that only two high tech rafts would race each other and this also able the lanes to
be moved over to keep out of the weeds as much as possible. After the majority
of the heats were run it was time to break for lunch with a well earned sausage
sizzle. The last of the heats were run after lunch and then the finals were run.
Well what can I say about our raft. If certainly looked the part and at least we finished each race that we entered this year (a marked improvement on last years efforts) but I think the engineers have got some new ideas to make the raft more
competitive for next years event (I hope they took a close look at the Nissan raft,
that thing seems to fly through the water with very little effort from those on
board). We did not have a low tech raft this year, but the racing was still great to
watch. The overall winner for the weekend was the Nissan club. WELL DONE.

The giant raffle was then drawn with many great prizes. Thanks to all those who
donated prizes and also to those who arranged donation of prizes.

TCIS lnsurance Brokers Pty Ltd
Ken Bradey
Tel: 82787000
www.tcis.com.au
National lnsurance Scheme
Australian National For Wheel Drive Council (ANFWDC)
' Camper Truilq & Caravans
' Four Wheel Drive Motor
'Camping Equipment

'Home & Contents Cover

' Other lnsurances

'

Rangers

Review

Payment Options Available
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Our Services Include:

Accounting & Taxation, GST,
Business Advisory & Managenrnt Consulting,
Audit, Business & Estale Planning,
Statutory Record Keeping,
Investrent/Retiremnt/Superannuati on,
Computer Advisory & Processing
See

Craig Need Ph. 0438-291 -447

Auac Highway, Keswick,

South Australia. 5035
Phone: (08) 8297-4477 Fax'. (08) 8297-9989 email:need@camtech net au
9a

Preparing
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A VERY BIG THANKYOU to Mark and Linda Moss (and the kids) for the great
effort they put in again to organise a fantastic weekend. They along with everyone else from the club look forward to sitting back next year and relaxing while
one of the other clubs takes over the running of the event for the next two years.

Another BIG THANKYOU must also go to Con and all the guys who helped to

build the raft. A great job well done.
The overall weekend was a great success.

Sam, Richard, Brayden and Mikayla Curtis

The Biggles
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The Nissan Club did extremely well Winning the Mens Low Tech, The Womens
Low Tech & the Merry Gerry (over 50's). High Tech Womens was won by Subaru with the high Tech Mens taken out by the Suzuki Club which seemed to have
imported a group of very fit young men specially for the occasion. The Nissan
Club was overall winner of the Clayton weekend closely followed by Suzuki &
Subaru. It was suggested that Nissan rnay wish to host the event next year and
they are running it past their committee. Overall it was a great weekend but it
would not have been possible without the help & support from all our members so
we would just like to say thankyou and just think next year we can all sit back and

relax!

WELL DONE MT LOFIY RANGERS!

SAAFWDC Driver Training Unit

Unit

2

9 Cardiff Court
Cavan
Contact: Greg Goding

Mobile:

-

8387 3118 AH
O4l8 807 437

Those interested in the Basic training course, could you please add your
name to the list. When there are enough interested, then I will schedule
the course.
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Wanted

Sell

-

-

Drive shaft for PTO winch to suit FJ/HJ 60 series Land Cruiser.
Contact Rodney Curtis 8278 6280.

5 white spoke ROH rims 16 by 7 only 1 year old suit either Patrol or

Landcruiser $300 the lot. Plus set of tyres 235185116 BFG All Terrain 10
To 15% tread left free to purchaser of rims.
Contact George Vlahos 0419040407 or 82789229

Sell

-

Full set 80 series 'Cruiser Std Springs & Shockers (2 wks old) $125
75 series 'Cruiser Fuel gauge (new) $30
2 CB radios (Gardner I Pearce Simpson Super Tomcat) $25 each
Electric Bug spring base aerial $20
Companion Gas compatible
1 medium Light $10
2 new Heaters
$1 5 each
Contact Kim Rawsthorn 8270 3751.

-

Trading mart

-

-

Members

no charge
- non-member
$20 for 3 issues.
alta+a+a..+a+ataaa+aca+aa+a
a+
+
Sheryl
F.c.A.a. .a
---_-r--- Penno
---l|

Manufact rring Jeweller
.
I
.
Gemmologist'Designer
' D^o--- |
your Jewellery needs
-^^;-"--^:-..---,
see Sheryl first i
^r, -,^I---r^---^tt'^:-1
' f'or ALL

Iaa
|
Phone: 8388 8265
aaa<)at ata+ a+a.aai aaaa+aa+a+
Rangers Review Sponsored by GENTRAL TOWING

Page 19

Your Committee
Michael Brett

PRESIDENT

Hm 8387 1163
0404 083 203

VICE PRESIDENT

Shaun Lawson

Hm 8381 7865

SECRETARY &
PUBLIC OFFICER

Barb Almond

Hm 8278 3848

TREASURER

Hubert Orbons

Hm8218 8142

ASSOCIATION DELEGATE

Max Almond

Hm 8278 3848

MEMBERSHIP OFFICER

Charlie Raphael

Hm8358 2552

TRIPS CO-ORDINATOR

Neil Penno

Hm 8388 8265

EDUCATION OFFICER

Greg Goding

Hm 8387 3118

MAP LIBRARIAN

Merv Tucker

Hm82781414

SOCIAL SECRETARY

Christian Whamond

Hm83221766

PROPERTY OFFICER

Michael Brett

Hm 8387 1163

MAGAZINE EDITORS

Peter Jones

Articles To:
150 Yarrabee Rd
Greenhill SA 5140

Nick Travers

Hm 8358 3040
Hm 8390 1091

INSURANCE OFFICER

Ken Bradey

wk

ABORIGINAL LIAISON

Kim Jaffer

Hm827O 4075

Paul West

Hm 8387 1571

Edward Travers
e -mail: nickt@disc.com.au
8278 7000

OFFICER
Silly-as-a WHEEL
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