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PRESIDENTS REPORT %

[’”'\/\/\/\\

As a club we had a busy time in December with our Christimas
meeting, the family party and the Blackwood Apex Christmas Parade.
January saw Teds Lake George pilgrimage which I'm sure was
enjoyed by all who attended.

The President for Vice has a write up in this issue so [ can get away
with a report on the Chrisimas Paradc,

We had two vehicles on volunteered, John C’s Patrol and Peter the
Tree Fella’s Ute.

Many hands make light work, even if chaos is the result. Wilh this in
mind, a group of us met at Ldenwood Aulo’s a couple of hours before
the parade to prepare the vehicles. John had persuaded the Christmas
Tree Farm to loan us a tree [or the ule, we had lots a decorations and
some idiol even produced a can of Santa Snow (later lo be known as
spray on paint stripper)

The Zupps and Ludbeys arrived with kids in tow to swell the swarm
of noise makers alrcady present, all had a good time decoraling the
vehicles. Amid cries of “don’t worry, it”1l just wash off” the idiol with
the spray on paint stripper attacked the Chrissy tree and John's pride
and joy. The site looked like a Canadian blizzard before Peler
threatened him with serious injury bringing the rampage to a stop.
Off we wnt, in our colourful chariots, four hapless adults and an
unknown number of over exciled Christmas decoralions waving
balloons and flags.

All adults were provided with the latest in silly Santa hats. John was
overcome by the spirit of the moment and nearly ran over a few
bystanders in his endeavours lo gel near them to wish them all the
best for the {estive season.

ITundreds, perhaps thousands, saw our banner and [lag amidst all the
Santa Snow and children. Me thinks it was a good public relations
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exerase, nobto mention the Tamwe all had.

Later bwas time to tidy up the vehicles, The idiot was agaim heard to
sy, TDon Cworry e just wash off, and anyway the gy who owns
the tree wont mind”. Simon just shook his head and walked to the
fridoe,

You can still see Merry Christmas on the side of John's cav. 1 think the
paintivork was on the way out anyway. Surprisingly, snow covered
Clristmas trees donUsellbwell either and Danny is still wondering, why
Peter hought a tree for Christmas when he can get hundreds for
nething. 10 well spent [thought !

next vear, no, this vear, wewitl be there again, leterwith his white tree
and alt the excited, noisy decorations. Better planning, more
decorations, John has some idea about suspending thie banner above
the vehicle, he was checking, out the scouts display. eter is buving a
pun, just in case, but the guy with the Santa Snowe was heard o say he
has found some new stuff which he is SURE will “just wash of [

Welcome 1o 98, wee vou on Lhe track.

Christmas Pageant arrives | the main tet of Blakoo




FEBRUARY 1998

FRIDAY 13th to MONDAY 16th - Glenelg River Gorge - The lower
Glenelg River National Park is truly a magnificent area with something for
everyone. Take a 3 % hour cruise on the ‘Nelson Endeavour’ to Princess
Margarel Rose Caves. Cruise starts 1p.m. on Saturday - cost $15.00 per
adult/$7.00 per child. Tour of Princess Margaret Rose Caves cosl
$4.80/$1.60. Camping is booked al Wallson Ilole $6.00 per camp sile up
to 6 pcople Trip Leader

SATURDAY 14TH to SUNDAY 15TH 8th ANNUAL CLAYTON
BAY RAFT RACE -To be held at the Claylon Bay Caravan Park.
come down Friday night & make a [ull weekend of it FUN & GAMES
Cosl of Camping $5.00 per night Co-ordinators Peter Chapman ph
3817231 or Rodney Curlis ph 82786280

SATURDAY 21th to SUNDAY 22rd - The Coorong (. :
Time and Tide - Sand driving/water crossings. Popular fishing spots and
magnilicent sand driving areas
Trip Leader wanted

MARCH 1998

SUNDAY 1ST - Southern Mystery Trip Can't (ell you much more other
than it will a great day and by (he bookings on the Trips Board il is [ast
filling up. FIRST TIME TRIP LEADER MARK AND LYNDA MOSS Leaving
Club Rooms Blackwood 8.30am sharp.

FRIDAY 6TH THRU TO SUNDAY 8TH THE FRIENDLY FROLIC
THE 1998 SAAFWD ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING AT TOWITTA PARK
Cosl is $20.00 adult and$12.00 per child under 12 ycear ol age
The price includes camp fees for 2 days or 2 weeks (thal’s up Lo you) A
three course Dinner meal, pre Dinner drinks (wine chieese ele) and
enlertainment by Bush poel Bob Magor and Frank Way
Fees paid in {ull no later than February 14th
Co-ordinator TED BAL  Phone 8382 1963

FRIDAY 27th TO MONDAY 30th - Coffin Bay

Whispering Sands-Yangie (rail lo Yangie Bay -Sir Issac Poinl. Camping al
Black Springs and Scnsation Beach

Trip Leader wanted '()ﬁW\L Wi t
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APRIL 1998
FRIDAY 10TH TO MONDAY 13TH(Easter Weekend) PINK LAKES
AND BEYOND
TIIE SUNSET COUNTRY
Trip Leader Wanted

FRIDAY 24TH TO MONDAY 27TH(Long Weekend) JUSSIEU
PENINSULA

Cape Domington to Cape Calastrophe, Port Lincoln. Greal fishing spots,
historical arca, rugged coast line. What more could you ask ???

Trip Leader Wanted

MAY 1998
FRIDAY 15TH to MONDAY 18TH - GAWLER RANGES
IZasy highway drives - some dirt roads through the Gawler Ranges visiting
Kinggoonya, The Old Sturt Highway and the Gawler Range's short culs
Trip Leader Wanted

SATURDAY 16TH to MONDAY 18TH(Adelaide Cup Weekend)
BURRA CREEK GORGE

Great area (o visit - Camping arca has toilets Enjoyable the walks and

drives, Take a yabbie net and have a good (ime. Firewood (o be (aken in

Contacl Brain or Joyce Gray Phone 8278 1576

SATURDAY 23RD For 5 weeks TO SUNDAY 28TH JUNE

CANNING STOCK ROUTE AND AROUND
Three experienced 4WDrivers have 1 or 2 position on a planned trip. Will
need to be sell sufficient and capable of travelling 1200 kms withoul a
[uct stop. Best time of the year to travel the Canning.  Must advise within
next 4 weeks.  Contacl DEAN DAYMAN  I'hone 8296 6390

JUNE 1998
FRIDAY 5TH TO MONDAY 8TH(Queens Birthday Weekend)
FLINDERS RANGERS Visit and explore the Paralana Hot Springs al.
Arkaroola, The Aligator Gorge, The erumbling Ghost Town of Sliding Rock
hidden in Lonely Valley. Trip Leader Wanted
JULY 1998
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A Message from the
Vice President

For some reason I have become Viee President of the Mount lLofly
Rangers and the Mitsubishi 4WD Owners Club, 1t is the expectation of
both clubs that i will nominate for the Presidents posttion. While thiys
docs not cause me any problems, some members m: v feel that being
President ol two clubs in unwise. | see no contlict because the elubs are
not in opposition to cach other, but have the same aims ol Training,
Trips and Social.

Once option that has been put to me was that Susan and | resign from one
ol the elubs. This is not an option that I would consider beeause both
clubs offer aspects of 4 W Driving that suit us.

Another option is for someone else (o nominate for the Presidency and
lcave me 1o re-nominas - 1or Vice President. | urge you to consider
hominating for a Commiuce position even though you may feel unsure
ol how you would handle the job. Remember, we all started on the
Committee with no experience, but have learnt a lot on the way. | hope
that many of the existing Committee will consider re c-nominating and
keep some continuity going within the Committee,

| welcome any feedback from members on the above to help me solve
what is perecived by some to be a dilemma,

Clvde Paton
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PROMOTIONAL DAY AND FUNDRAISER ’*}}f
NATIONAL PIONEER WONMENS HALL OF FAME

*
W ALICE SI'RINGS ’mr

JOIN US FOR AFFITERNOON TEA WITI

MOLLY CLARK, — “O1.D ANDADO” STATION
FOUNDER AND PRESIDENT

' ADMISSION AND AFTERNOON TEA —$4.00 PER HIEAD

BAR FACILITIES ~ DOORPRIZE  RAFFLES a{
‘ﬁ' SUNDAY FEBRUARY 22ND, 1998 2:00-5:00 P.M. ‘

W VENUE: GILLES PLAINS AND HAMPSTEAD R.S.L. SUB BRANCH
MANNINGIIAM

PARKING AND ACCESS FROM BENNLTT AVE. MANNINCGIIAM,
ATBENNETT RESERVE, JCT.NORTLEAST, RD AND WAYS RD.

BUSSTOI #17 ON BUS ROUTE 272 ALONG NORTIEAST. RD

NATIONAL ORGANISATION
DEDICATED 10

PRESERUING GUR HISTORY AND HERITAGE
AND
HONOURING OUR PIGNEER WOMEN

B FOR INFORMATION PIONE:  KATHY WHALEN (08) 8344-2829
STATE LIASON OFFICER

A Fe S ol ek ek
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Last of Alice Springs

Alice Springs is always a great AWV experience for South Australian™s with arcas hike Uuru,
Kings Cannon, Boggy Hole, Palm Valley, Larapmta and Namatjira Drives and the West
Macdonnell Ranges to travel too -all on the west stde of the Stoart Highway - Buat few
people venture on the castern side past Emily and Jessie Gaps just out of Alice on ‘The Ross
River Highway. So this trip was to discover what sights were Fast of Alice Springs. The
month was August last year and a convoy of four vehicles left Adelaide on a cold and dreary
Saturday.  Those [ortunate people were
Mount Lolty Rangers

Dean & Kathy Dayman Auto Cat(Trip Leader)

Henry & Marion Stendara Black Panther
Mitsubishi WD

Neil & Jan Hinds Desert Cat

Sid & Pat Williams Trooper

Our first days run was a ho-ham drive up Highway Nol to Woonera where we set up camp,
dusted our vehicles, made a few alteration and had tea at the Woomera [Hotel That was to
be the last of the bitumen until we hit Alice Sprines. For the next six days we ventured on
all grades of dirt roads/tracks and found that Bulldust was stil alive and sellin the out-back

Most of us had done the Borefield Track, so for something different we decided to cut up a
local track between Woomera and Roxby Downs at the abandoned Purple Downs
Homestead passing Roxby Downs HS, Old Parakylia T1S and arciving at Billa Kilina HIS
Irom was here would seek pernission to cross from the homestead to Strangway RS on the
Oodnadatta Track.  From where the Purple Downs turn off was we headed north up the
“Main Road™ Jas it was called. Tt was basically sandy, with numerous small sand hills and
patches of bulldust holes. Although no rain had Fallen for some tme, the last rams/floods in
January were stll evident by the green country side with many patches of Sturt's Desert Pea
growing on the track it-selft Past Old Parakidia 1S the surrounds changed nto the stony
desert terrain and the vegetation disappeared. One of the highhghts of this arca was on
coming to the top ol a crest we could see this mirage of water to our lefl hand side. 1t
stopped with us tor kilometre until slowly it got closer and closer until the mirage became
this gigantic lake teeming with bird Tife. At Billa Kilina we were informed that it was the
result ol the heavy rains in January, and yes, it was [resh water, 1t just shouldn’™t have been
there!t With the blessing of the Billa Kilhna HS manager and with the consoling Knowledee
that the Port Adcelaide Football Club Bash had cone down this same track only @ wecek
carlier, we thought we were in for a quick run info Strangways RS | -our camp for the night

Those poor Bash Carst, they must have been wrecks by the time they got through - it took
usalot longer than we had reckoned, in fact we had to camp 30 Kilometre from our original
goal. This stoney desert track, with its washaways and corrugations, slowed as down 1o a
crawl But thats what the outback s about and it was a track we had not driven on before

Once on the Qodnadatta Track it was the usual smooth drive up to Qoonadatta for fuel then
pressing onmvards to Albega River for the next camp site. 1t was here both Neil and mysell
discovered we had (yies going down. Too tired (o mend them , we changed over to o
spares and prontised 1o fix them at the next camp spot This story would not be complete ifit
was notloggeed that the next mornmg, while we were all busy packing up, a loud exclamation
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ol ol shit!” broke the serene morning air and on Jooking up there was Neil at the back of
his vehicle with clouds of white something belching out from inside it e emerging from
this cloud looking the the “Ghost of the Outback” explaining that while shoving the sleeping
bags in a small space he had accidentally pulled ofT the pin to the powder fire extinguisher
and, well, you can put the rest together. From that point Neil should have turned back
because i something was going 10 happen it happened and to you know who. and it did
happen. Anyway we eventual got on the move passing Hamilton 1S, followed the old Ghan
Line from Frina RS up 10 New Crown and across to Finke. Some amassing history and
pioncering by our torefathers/mothers could be seen along this section. A1 Finke we fuelled
up and headed for Chambers Pillar. 11 you haven't experienced this track then you musl
because believe me you will only do it onee in your life time. On Teaving Finke you cross
over the Finke River in a cloud of bulldust and follow the old Ghan Line. Its fun to start
with, the track is smooth with a few whoop d™ doo’s. Then the whoop d' doo’s act closer
and closer and soon vou are fecling sea sick. But they don’t care, they get higher and afier
awhile iCs not fun any more so you head for the railway line its self that's at least lat, expect
for the gutters that were feft when they removed the sleepers, so you are now having the
exeretement shaken out of you, and just to add a touch of sadism they left all the spikes on
the the track and when, like Neil and 1. you have a lat spare tyre, all those pins are pointing
at the four tyres on the ground with one goal m mind. So after a while and with scrambled
brains you head for the whoop d” doo’s again but by this time they are bigger and closer and
riding out a typhoons at sea would be enjoyable. There is some relicl however in the form
ol a third track which splits and rejoins the other 1wo options in several places When we
could get on it it was like heaven, and so we progressed doing 38 Kilometic in 3 hours.
leaving us well short of Chambers Pillar. That night no one was going (o mend tyres, cold
beers and bottles of Port were called for instead The next moming 1 took one of the best
Photo’s 've taken of a sunrise. 1t made it worth while. Recovered, the next Morning we
headed of again to much of the same but by now we had our sea legs and rattles of the car
didn't seem so loud. the spikes were still snapping at our tyres but Oh what the heek!

Reaching Bundoon RS we called into Alice Well on (he Tugh River, Back to the main
track which would take us 1o Maryvale 11S and then on to Chambers Pillar, the worst was
now overs Chambers Pillar is one of those wonders of the outback that s a must and not
that far from Alice Springs. Again out Maties sat on the back ofofour vehicles, after all, why
shin ya knoehles when some one in Alice will do it for you, we're so close!. Just sit back
and enjoy the sights. From here we had (o drive back onto the main Ghan track and headed
for Rainbow Vailey via the Hugh River Stock Route. Some how we missed the turn offand
drove into Alice Springs, calling in on Ewaninga Rock Carvings on the way. A sharp LIT
i at Stuart Highway and we were back on track for Rainbow Valley The signage to
Rambow Valley is not marked as a tum oand could be casily missed i you were not aware
of It (A east a lageing il end charlic didn’t, even it the other three did) So from last (o
first and with some concerns as to “well I'm here where the hell are the others” we sel up
camp and reserved what little camping area there was, is overnight stops at Rainbow Valley
are not encouraged  We were soon a lock agaim and all enjoying another one of the
highlisht of Fast of Alice Springs. Afier a pleasant evening and morning wilking around the
Rambow Valley arca (when you o there don't do what many do - diive up, look at the face
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Neil & Jan Hinds in 'Desert Cat' on the track from Billa Kilina
heading for the Oodnadatta Track

Bundoona R.S | halfway on the old Ghan rail line



and drive away. Spent at Teast o hall day exploring)  The return trip back up the Stuaid
Fhehway and into Alice Springs was uneventtul. - A shower was welcomed by all, we all
skated around a few sapermarkets, Neil & 1 got our punctures mended for $15 00 - No
hassle, no fuss, ,no skinned knuckles The next day we were oV again down the Ross River
Highway, culling into Enily and Jessie Gaps, Corroborree Rock and taking a short but
beautiful N\VDrive up the Benson River which is situated just before Trephena Gorge
Nature Patk. This purk offers o number of walking trails as well as good camping arcas
Aller setting up camp we had time for The Ridgetop Walk. Next morning we again set ol
on foot from our camp sight and tackled the not too arduous Panotama Walk The wild
Howers were out  full bloom at this time of the year and were in there glory on this trail
With vehicles packed we did one last feature, John Hayes Rockhole. For a bit of climbing,
and rock scrambling this was an adventure not (o miss, mind you by the time we had
Cun we Just sil

completed the crrewit the old legs were starting to ask a [ew questions, like
forawhile™  Must rella fittle story of our camp site at Trephina Gorge  As an owner ol a
metal detectorand having taken icaway with us many (imes and not used it 1 decided to have
a play around just before packing up. Aflter an hour or so and having the only tent still
standing Fawas given a was loud and clear message. 1 had had a bit of encouragement by
finding a 10c and $2.00 coin plus about § tea spoons ol all shape and sizes. Not bad!
however as trip leader 'd better pack up as the rest of the party were waiting. While doing,
this Henry Stendara had picked up the detector and had just walked of with it when it fet out
this loud squawk. Scrapping away a cover of dirt Henry announced, “look! I've found a
Seiho wateh!”™ mumble, mamble as 1 tinished packing my tea spoons away. From the John
Hayes Rockhole we drove (o Arltunga Historical Reserve Goldfields. Here we were shown
an old mine where for T years, people chiselled out of granite a small amount of gold and
a hole as by as the size i an ordinary house. The arca is quite extensive and as dusk wis
upon usawve lefi the Reserve knowing we would be back inabout a week — Once leaving we
were on pant ol the Northern Territories AWD Explorers Track which goes through
Ambalindum Homestead to the Plenty Highway, Camping in a dry river bed that night we
enjoyed a camp oven roast uinder the stars. The next day we called into Ambalindum to seek
permission to use the Cattleman's Stock Pass on our return. With permission received and
a question as to why were we asking as most people just drive where ever and did what ever
they wanted, he was pleasanty surprised by our request. 1t would appear that respeet lor
other peoples property is still along way ofland areas are being closed due to the ignorance
ol others: The Garden HS is one where the managers have closed all tracks to the public -
others are following Along with Aboriginal Lands, a big slice of Australia is being, shut
away. The Northern Territory with its network of Explorer Tracks is heeping some aceess
opens That night we reached The Gemtree Camping Grounds, a great arca and good
camping with another chance to shower. With the help of mud maps from the park several
enjoyable day trips can be had from this arca. O course its main claim (o fame is ils
exeursions into the garnet fields nearby  Great fun but its still cheaper (o buy the stones al
the jewellery shop 1 this does not please you | for $5 00 you can hire some wolf sticks and

)y

foase a ball on the ol course At this point we were hall way through our trip and at the

nostnortherly point From here it was all down hill and heading home-but still plenty (o see

Continued nest publication
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For

Sheryl Penno rcax
Manufacturing Jeweller
Gemmologist - Designer

ALL your Jewellery needs see Sheryl fivst

Phone: 0414-720353

AS Plumbing and Gasfitting

Spedialising i
CStoraee Hor Wate

S bvaporative Coaling
©Gas Hleating

Bosdh Hol Wlel
© el Waer Sysieins
©Ronler Serviees

Shaun Lawson

L1 Surmybanbs Diive Tappy Valley SA 5159
Lol iax (08) 8387 3113 Mobile 041 [ 70:4 358

LG POM TR
VOV ATER
*STONVES

Phone DER SRR 022

OVENDEN ELECTRICAL
SINSTALLATION AN AR
SHOMINTIU SCOMMIERCIAN

22 TURNE RN AVE FIAW THORRDENT
S A S0s

1

e 1209 Pelephose NIN2 16T

7&{ Zz i

1 Baanga Road
Muorphett Vale SA StHa2

Ouality 2nd fix Carpenter
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TCIS Insurance
Brokers Pty Ltd

offer a Tull range of insurance covers
to club members

Ken Bradey
Pl 08 8278 7000 Mobile 018 807 934
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}’II"I [For a smooth ride, improved handling and

Alltrac clearance let Alltrac 4WD install an Ulimate
suspension system o your chicle. Ultimate
4 WD suspension is acknowledged world wide as
a leader in 4WD suspension design. We can
custom tailor an Ultimate suspention system exactly to your
requirements and give you a lifetime warranty on springs and 5
years on shock absorbers.

So remember an Ultimate suspension will improve performance,
comfort and steering for you on the road, 4WDriving or towing.

Alltrac 4WD 305 South Rd, Mile End, 5031
ph (08) 82324 5299  a/h 018 846 544

PN C Agencies _Q

PATIENT AND NURSING CARE PRODUCTS

PETER CHAPMAN

4 COURAGEOUS AVE. HAPPY VALLEY SA 5159
PHONE/FAX 08 8322 7022
MOBILE 015 714 708
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Jerry Cairne’s
Corner

Don™tmiss next months
valuable tip

lll]iﬁ“ J‘|-.r1 “.I,'!”{

il:'l}&li ‘m-":
| [I"‘“ :1 |
| r

]E!! !
T

As an umbrell.

NEXT
MEETING
91l OF
MARCH
7.30p.m.

Driving Instructor
& ‘Trainer

Drver Tranung
[Lochook JOHN DonDn
Driving Toest x
Onersens Comersions 0885566494 /
Drvinge histractor Treiner
Framime
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cweee “2=1 CLAYTON BAY

SOUTH AUSTRALIA

(RACE ORGANISER)- RAFT RAC E ’

Being held at CLAYTON BAY CARAVAN PARK
FEBRUARY 14th - 15th 1998

il

Come down Friday night & make a full weekend
of FUN & GAMES!!
PLENTY OF SAFE WATER FOR THE KIDS..

Cost of Camping :- $5. per night (covers
Saturday Night Entertainment).
OR Just come for the day!!!! SUNDAY - RACE DAY

Subaru Club offer a Sausage Sizzle & drinks
on race day.
The RANGERS have sites booked as usual, plenty
of room for every-one. Look for the raft -
"RANGER 1"
As mentioned, at the last meeting,
WE NEED PADDLERS - Male & Female.

** So come on, put your hand up.

Please see Peter or Rodney at the next
Meeting.

Let's make this next event, A CLUB EFFORT.

PETER CHAPMAN 83817231......RODNEY CURTIS 82786280
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PRESIDENT

VICE PRESIDENT

SISEIE AR

PUBLIC OFFICT:R

FREEASURER

ASSOCIATION
DELEGAT:

MEMBERSELY
(OIE{RIC

FRIPS CO-ORD).

MAP LIBRARIAN

SOCTAL CONINITTTT

PROPERTY OFFICTR

MAGAZIN

LIBRARIAN

FEDIITORS

Ken Bradey

Clyde Paton

Dean Dayman

Hubert Orbons

John Dodd

John Keay

I'ed i3al

Jack Moss
Chervl O Toole
Henry Stendara
Gail Dodd

Dean Dayman

Jack Moss

Wk 018 807 934
[Tm 8278 2787

Flim 8278 1964

WE 8316 7999
[T 8296 6390

WK 278 8142

[Im 08 8336 6494
[Im 8278 6863

[T 85382 1963
[Tm 8278 2719

[l 8387 1571 F

i

Il 381 7827

o T

=

Hm O8 8530 619
Fax 08 8356 649

Pl 8278 2719




