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Mount Lofty Rangers Inc. 
About Us 

The Clubôs aim is to enjoy all aspects of owning and using our 4WDs while 

enjoying the diverse surroundings offered by this great country.  We are a club of 

4WD enthusiasts who enjoy challenging driving, regular trips, camping, camp 

cooks and a great social scene on and off track. 

 

Membership 

Membership is open to anyone who owns a 4WD regardless of its make or model 

and has a passion for driving. Mount Lofty Rangers Inc is an affiliated member of 

the SA Association of 4WD Clubs. 

 

Club Outings  

The Mount Lofty Rangers provides regular day, weekend and extended four 

wheel drive trips, lead by experienced trip leaders. Trips are rated on the level of 

difficulty and are available to all members and guests. 

 

The club has a dedicated social committee who also organises regular events that 

complement the club trips.  

 

Experience and Training 

Our current members possess a wide range of skills ranging from beginner to 

advanced. The club has a number of accredited instructors and assessors, and is 

involved in regular training via the SAAFWDC Driver Training Unit. 

 

Meetings  

Club meetings are the second Monday of each month* and are held at the  
 

Blackwood Football Club  Trevor Terrace   Blackwood 
 

Time 7:15 pm  

 

*Except where this Monday falls on a long weekend then the meeting is held on 

the 3rd Monday of the month 

 

Information  

For more information on the Club please check out our website at: 

www.mountloftyrangers.com.au  

 MT LOFTY RANGERS   UHF CLUB CHANNEL NO 27       

http://www.mountloftyrangers.com.au/
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The last month has seen plenty of driving throughout central Australia! First 

up was a superb trip to Alice Springs with Linda, 6000km in a fortnight (see 

stats below).  

Last week I was back up in the Cooper-Eromanga basin with work. This 

entailed 4000km of driving from Moomba (SA) through Innamincka and on 

to our QLD operations near Eromanga (SW QLD) for a couple of nights. Next 

up was a drive to Roma for a couple of nights and then all the way back to 

Moomba over the next couple of days ! Trouble is, I'm back up there this 

week, so I wont be able to tell you all about the shark dive trip I am planning.    

Turn to page 32 for more info and please let me know if you are interested, as 

I will be booking the charter after the December meeting. 

 

Alice Springs Trip 

13 days 

5966.9 kmôs 

2,499,922 wheel revolutions 

828.79 litres of fuel 

12.32 l/100km (best) 

16.50 l/100km (worst) 

13.90 l/100km (average) 

736 photoôs (2.33 gb) 

10 camps 

Corrugations - millions !!!  

Enjoyment 100% 

 

Get out there and see Australia ! 

 

 

 

 

 

Cheers 

 

Neil Cook 
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PRESIDENTIAL REPORT OCTOBER 2009 

Hello all club members 

 

It has rolled over to yet again to another month & time for our club meet-

ing. There are only 2 meetings left for this year of 2009 so that can only 

mean the Christmas season will be upon us all too soon. 

 

This month our guest speaker is from Red Arc Electronics promoting 12 

volt power systems which would be ideal for dual battery set ups, power 

outlets, power converters and anything else to power your fourbie or 

camper trailer. I am sure some good deals will be on offer. 

 

Now on to the December General meeting we will be not be having a guest 

speaker instead we will be having a club member vehicle display. So hope-

fully this give you enough chance to prepare & clean up your vehicle to al-

low club members to look at how you have set your vehicle up. Whether 

they have the same vehicle or gain some ideas on how they set their vehi-

cle up. Being in to daylight saving time there will be a good opportunity to 

view these vehicles within daylight hours. Graham our VP is formulating 

some secret judging criteria based in some obscure categories & has ob-

tained small novelty prizes from our clubs sponsors for the winners. So I 

look forward to seeing plenty of vehicles on this night. Could I please ask 

that all vehicles partaking in the display to park in the first row of parks 

closest to the club rooms & all other vehicles that are not park at the back 

of the car park area. That way all vehicles being displayed are grouped to-

gether & not scattered all over the car park. Thanks. 

 

Coming up the last weekend of this month is our Christmas Show at Wall 

Flat, which is about halfway between Mannum & Murray Bridge. So 

please get along and support this activity & all the planning done so far. 

There will be a couple of driving competitions on this weekend, 1 a trailer 

reversing challenge & the other a blindfolded driver obstacle challenge 

with your partner doing the navigation from the passenger seat. There will 

be roast meats for tea being done on the spit so if you could either please 

bring a salad or sweet to share with the group that would be great, The VP 

is gathering up the members of his band to provide some live music enter-

tainment that night.  
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 Cheers for now,  Andrew Thomas 

So get along & have a great night & relax in a social atmosphere with 

other members of the club. There is plenty of camping available so bring 

along all the family especially the kiddies as I have heard that Santa 

Claus may be making a visit if they have been good all year. 

Any questions please ask Dave or Matt from the Social Committee. 

Note this is the only Christmas activity being organised & supplied by 

the club, as there is nothing organised like this at the December general 

meeting. 

 

I have included my phone number & email address at the back of this 

magazine so if anyone wishes to make contact with me about any matter, 

idea, suggestion, criticism or their general point of view about the club in 

general please feel free to make contact with myself & lets see what we 

all can do together to improve the club.  
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Specialising in 4x4  -  Wheels, Tyres and Suspension 

Darren Callary  

0404 099 397  

QUALITY NEW & USED TYRES & MAGS ðALL BRANDS ðALL SIZES  
REPAIRS ðBALANCING ðWHEEL ALIGNMENT ðACCESSORIES ðBATTERIES  

EXPERT ADVICE ðQUALITY, RELIABLE SERVICE  
LIGHTFORCE & STAUN PRODUCT STOCKIST, EVAKOOL  FRIDGE STOCKIST  

RIDEPRO & BILSTEIN SPECIALIST  
ABN 74 280 871 853  

  LEGENDARY OFF ROAD TYRES  

                www.mickeythompsontires.com.au 

sales@totaltractiontyres.com 

PRE -TRIP  SERVICING, 

INSPECTIONS & ADVICE 

*FULLY Qualified mechanic* 

ATZ  MTZ  CLAW  FC-II  
ATZ  
4 RIB 

80A OõSULLIVAN BEACH 

RD ,LONSDALE S.A. 5160  

Ph: 8186 1011  

80/20%  70/30% 60/40%  40/60%  20/80%  
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FOR ALL YOUR INSURANCE NEEDS  
 

 CALL  
KAI HEINSEN  

Tel: 8278 7000  

kai@tcis.com.au  
 

 SPECIALIST 4WD CONTRACTS  

Proud sponsor of  the Mount Lofty R angers Magazine  

 

    
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

80A OõSULLIVAN BEACH 

RD ,LONSDALE S.A. 5160  

Ph: 8186 1011  

Is your Bank giving you the órun aroundô ? 
 

Does your home loan need its free annual health check ?   
 

Have you ever felt uncomfortable inviting a stranger  
                into your home to discuss finance ?  

Now itõs easy and hassle free to discuss 

your finance and investment property 

needs in  total confidentiality with someone 

you know 
Paul West has been a club member 

for 12 years and really enjoys help-

ing people achieve their dreams. 

Phone anytime on 83874255 or  

0405484448.  

Home Loans, Refinancing, 

Debt Reduction, First Home 

Buyers 

Proud sponsor of the Mount Lofty 

Rangers Magazine 

mailto:Kai@tcis.com.au
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Warraweena Trip : 4th ï 8th October 2009 

(By Jeff, Jodie, Simone and Deanna Kelley) 

 

Sunday 4th Oct 9.00am Pt Wakefield Bakery,  3 vehicles ,  last to arrive  = Trip 

report. 

About 9.30am we headed off to Warraweena Conservation Park via Quorn, 

with a lunch stop at Hawker.  From the Beltana Roadhouse we left the bitumen 

and travelled 34 km east along the dirt road towards Warraweena station which 

got quite rough in some sections (mmmmm..  should have let the tyres down 

on the 4WD and the van!). 

Warraweena (540km north of Adelaide) is a former sheep station which has 

been a conservation park since 1996.  It has 5 main 4WD tracks totalling 

250km, secluded and scenic bush camp areas each with long drop and fire ring.  

Showers, toilets and laundry are available back at the homestead. 

ñLambing Campò 
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On arrival around mid afternoon, we met ñStoneyò (quite a character) who 

gave us the lay of the land.   A short drive along a track and creek bed or 2 

led us to ñLambing Campò set amongst some small pines,  alongside a gum 

lined dry creek bed with surrounding steep rocky ridges, complete with long 

drop, fire pit and a stack of timber.   Luxury !   Happy hour soon followed af-

ter we got set up and a late dinner around the campfire got us settled in 

nicely. 

ñLambing Campò 

Monday.  Late start to the day (trip leader slept in), we all took our time and 

decided to have an easy day relaxing and roaming around the immediate 

camp area.  After lunch we headed out to poke around ñSliding Rock Mineò 

and other ruins.  The mine and its township Cadnia, once had a peak popula-

tion of 400.  The sliding rock copper mine (named after a nearby slab of 

tilted quartzite cliff face) was worked for 5 years from 1871 and produced 

about £100,000 worth of copper.  Graham led the scavenging hunt for bro-

ken artifacts which were littered all around the ruins.  He quickly got 

Deanna (our youngest) enthusiastically collecting old pieces of crockery, 

glass bits, hand made iron nails, rusting drill bits and lots of other crap-I 

mean treasure. 
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ñUncle Graham supervising a fossil searchò 

Realising we were running out of bread and milk (already) we decided to 

quickly pop out to the Beltana Roadhouse to top up.  Back out via the rough 

road to get apparently the last remaining loaf of bread, long life milk and 

block of ice.   Returning to camp an hour and a half later made us decide to 

not go out that way again until we had to leave. 

Tuesday.  Headed out around 9.30am to do the 40km medium difficulty ñOld 

Coach Roadò track, part of which was built in 1894.  The terrain, the trees 

and the scenery greatly varied.   It was a rocky start with low scrub as we 

stepped into and out of washout after washout.  We drove in along and out of 

and back in dry rocky creek beds, through alternate stands of native pine, 

gums and other trees.  Morning tea stop was at Anachorina ruins and lunch 

at Xmas Gold Fields near an old galvanised iron hut that had a supply of toi-

let paper, tomato sauce (suspiciously out of date), old wood stove, an iron 

and old mattress on a wire bed if you were really desperate for a rest.  After 

lunch we took the 3rd vehicle spot for a much needed sugar fix with the ter-

rain and scenery still constantly changing. 

 Winding our way back we were treated to a view of Mt Hack and paid a 

visit to a very cosy and secluded Black Springs camp area tucked away in 

the pocket of a curving gorge wall and creek bed, dotted with tall shady 

pines.  Would have also been a great spot to camp but we may have had a bit 

of trouble getting the van in there, even though it can go ñoff roadò.  Arrived 

back at camp around 5.00pm collecting firewood from the creek beds ï big 

day! 

 

ñView from the top of the ridgeò 
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ñUncle Graham supervising a fossil searchò 

Wednesday.  We decided to take it easy and do a hike up one of the tall 

nearby ridges ï taking over 2 hrs.  While enjoying the peaceful scenic vista 

from the ridgetop,  Graham did his famous ñBirdmanò call to wake up the 

dead.  The treck down comprised of dodgy knee complaints and lines recited 

from Monty Python sketches.  Brenton and Josephine ventured out again 

later in the afternoon while the rest of us relaxed at camp. 

ñView from the top of the ridgeò 

Thursday.  Packed up and started to head back around 10am.  Kept 4WD and 

van tyres aired down for trip out to Beltana Roadhouse this time (much bet-

ter), aired back up and then a quick stop at Parachilna Hotel for a coffee.  Re-

fuel and lunch at Hawker before the long stretch home. 

We had been to Bendleby Ranges and Wilpena Pound before and can now 

thoroughly recommend the Warraweena area as well.    The weather was 

good with mild nights, nice company, good conversation sitting and cooking 

around the campfire and we learnt a few campfire cooking tips in the process. 

Many thanks to ñUncle Grahamò for a fun and relaxing trip.      (ñ3 is not al-

ways a crowdò) 




