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Mount Lofty Rangers Inc.

About Us

The Clubés aim is to enjoy al/l aspe
enjoying the diverse surroundings offered by this great country. We are a club c
A4WD enthusiasts who enjoy challenging driving, regular trips, camping, camg
cooks and a great social scene on and off track.

Membership

Membership is open to anyone who owns a 4WD regardless of its make or mod
and has a passion for driving. Mount Lofty Rangers Inc is an affiliated member o
the SA Association of 4WD Clubs.

Club Outings

The Mount Lofty Rangers provides regular day, weekend and extended fou
wheel drive trips, lead by experienced trip leaders. Trips are rated on the level «
difficulty and are available to all members and guests.

The club has a dedicated social committee who also organises regular events tl
complement the club trips.

Experience and Training

Our current members possess a wide range of skills ranging from beginner t
advanced. The club has a number of accredited instructors and assessors, an
involved in regular training via the SAAFWDC Driver Training Unit.

Meetings
Club meetings are theecond Monday of each montand are held at the

Blackwood Football Club Trevor Terrace Blackwood

Time 7:15 pm

*Except where this Monday falls on a long weekend then the meeting is held ol
the 3 Monday of the month

Information
For more information on the Club please check out our website at:
www.mountloftyrangers.com.au

MT LOFTY RANGERS UHF CLUB CHANNEL NO 27
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Editaorial
Welcome all,

As | write this editorial from the middle of the Cooper Basin in the NE corner
of SA (i t-(ostsomebbds inadto gloat!ly the sun has just set and

left a wonderful orange glow in the night sky. If you haven't visited
Australiads deserts yet, then get
- you wont be disappointed !

As an introduction to those who don't know me, | have been a member of the
club for a number of years (cant quite recall just how many, but must be abou
four) and this is the first committee position | have taken.

| am married to Linda and my daughter Hailey has just started driving (you
may be seeing a little more of her wheels in future mags if the trip reports dry
up !). Linda and | drive a GU Patrol which we have only had for a few
month® the jury is still out on wether it is a worthy replacement for our
previous Pajero !

The main thing | have learnt over the years in the club, is to get out on the
various trips. This is the best way to get to know other members and makes
the monthly meeting a lot easier on the social side of things.

Hopefully, by the time you read this, | will be inundated with trip reports from
the various trips that occurred over the June long weekend . If | aren't, then
shame on you'!

Over the coming months you will find out what makes your committee tick,

in the form of member profiles. Check out this months selection scattered
throughout the mag.

Well thatos it for my first editor.i
best in steering the club onwards and upwards.

Cheers

Neil Cook
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PRESIDENTIAL REPORT JUNE 2009

Well, | would like to start by thanking the previous years committee members
for all the effort & time they put into & for the club. | would also like to
welcome in this years new & continuing committee members to their position:
& look forward to working with them to expand, improve & running the club.

At the recent committee meeting | was asked by thgregident as the next

president what are my thoughts & directions | would like to see they club
proceed. From the 2 years | have been in the club | have been very happy with tl
club & the amount & frequency of trips that are conducted. Generally there is an
abundance of long weekend, school holiday & Christmas break trips. | would like
to see the advent of more social day trips. This year if you have an idea for a trip
just for the day please consider putting it up on the board. It does not necessarily
have to be a lock the hubs in 4wd track but a scenic drive to somewhere for som
l unch & conversation. What | am sayi
club.

Another point | would like to see progress is training, but due to things out of our
control with the DTU & its processes, | feel has had a negative connotation withi
the club & its members. So therefore we are possibly considering having club
based training & acknowledgement. | welcome any comments, or suggestions
from anyone in the club also any input from the clubs trainers, assessors, anyont
who has completed any of the DTU modules or anyone who may wish to do any
training to approach myself or the Club Education Officer Paul Tabone with their
views & thoughts on this matter. As a club we are no way stopping anyone who
wishes to proceed down the DTU path & gaining national accreditation on four
wheel driving. What we are trying to do is make the process a lot easier, quicker
& satisfying for the candidate to feel comfortable handling their 4wd drive on
club trips or even out by themselves.

On to the next topic of First Aid Training | would like to see at least one first aidet
on every single trip we do before the DTU makes it a mandatory requirement c
all clubs. It makes good sense to do so knowing that if something does go wror
there are the skills & experience to deal with it, get it under control & complete
the trip the way it was started, as a group safe & sound.
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So if Trip leaders could check with their convoy group & ensure there is a nomi-
nated first aider amongst your group. There is first aid training course being
planned in the later part of this year, so when you see it go up on the trip boar
please put your name down if interested.

| would like to acknowledge the support of all the businesses that have sur
ported the club with sponsorships this past year & | am looking forward to therr
continuing our partnership for this financial year. So wherever possible could the
membership please support these sponsors by buying goods & services fro
them, you will find them advertised within the pages of the magazine.

You wi | | find contained within this
yearso committee members for everyol
| have also included a copy of the ClubsIBws & Rules as extracted from the
Club Constitution Document to be aware of when on club activities or trips. The
reason | have done this is to update new & existing members of what is expecte
of them whilst representing the club. We have all seen the bad press & name
four wheel drivers have out there in the media & public which | believe is totally
unfounded & disrespectful, so please all lets not add to these stereotypical view
of Governments etc.

Lastly, to finish off with | think of this as a great opportunity for myself & what

| hope for my term as president is a mantra we all should be practicing as re-
sponsible four wheel drivers when we are visiting the wide open spaces of what
this beauti ful country has to offer
than you found ito by saying this |
the previous presidents, Trev & Shorty. | look forward to working with you all
within the coming year for the club
| have included my phone number & email address at the back of this magazine
so if anyone wishes to make contact with me about any matter, idea, suggestior
criticism or their general point of view about the club in general please feel free
to make contact with myself & lets see what we all can do together to improve
the club.

Cheers for now/AN drew Thomas
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COMMITTEE MEMBER PROFILE

Name? Andrew Thomas

Position? President & before that Merchandise

Years with Club? 2 years

Your Vehicle? 006 Nissan R51 Pathfinder Turbo

What Modifications? 2 inch suspension lift, bull bar, steel underbody protection, GME
3220 UHF CB, Steel rims with Mi
40L Waeco fridge

First 4wd? This one | have now, but before that had a Holden Adventra V8 wagon but

lacked the ground clearance & high range AWD only but a great family car

Dream 4wd? Maybe a 6.0 litre Holden V8 motor & body on a different chassis

Occupation? New Product design FTA & High Definition television antennas &

mounts

Suburb? Onkaparinga Hills

Family? Wife Kerryann & baby daughter Kailey 11months old

Favorite place(s) to visit? Anywhere in the Flinders Rangers but hope to explore much

much more

Favourite Food(s)? BBQ06s, curries, stir fries & me
Favorite Music? Anyt hing from 806s, 9006s on sorm
Favorite Past time?Camping in the outback & spending time with other-ikimded

people

Favourite Sport/Team? Hol dendés i n the V8 Super car
A guote, saying, or motto you would like to share?Aint no problem to it, but to do it
Anything else you want to add about yourselfNo, t hat 6s about al
self

Photo below of the Pathie on my first club trip to the Argadells October long weekend
2007
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Darren Callary
0404 099 397

80A OO6SULLI VAN
RD ,LONSDALE S.A. 5160

Ph: 8186 1011

sales@totaltractiontyres.com

LEGENDARY OFF ROAD TYRES
www.mickeythompsontires.com.au

80/20% 70/30% 60/40% 40/60% 20/80%

PRE-TRIP_SERVICING,
INSPECTIONS & ADVICE
*FULLY Qualified mechanic*

QUALITY NEW & USED TYRES & MAGS 0 ALL BRANDS & ALL SIZES
REPAIRS & BALANCING 0 WHEEL ALIGNMENT & ACCESSORIES 0 BATTERIES
EXPERT ADVICE & QUALITY, RELIABLE SERVICE
LIGHTFORCE & STAUN PRODUCT STOCKIST, EVAKOOL FRIDGE STOCKIST

RIDEPRO & BILSTEIN SPECIALIST
ABN 74 280 871 853
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i Voguelending

ARE UNSTABLE INTEREST RATES CAUSING TURMOIL IN
YOUR HOME LOAN, CREDIT CARDS AND PERSONAL LOANS?*

Now i tds easy and hassl e free
with someone you can trust.

phone Paul on 0405484448 or 83874255 (all hours)

Home Loans, refinancing, debt consolidation and reduction, personal loans,
First Home Buyer assistance, pre purchase approval.

Proud sponsor of the Mount Lofty Rangers Magazine

\TCIS/

Insurance Brokers Pty Ltd
FOR ALL YOUR INSURANCE NEEDS

CALL
KAI HEINSEN

Tel: 8278 7000
kai@tcis.com.au

SPECIALIST 4WD CONTRACTS

Proud sponsor of the Mount Lofty Rangers Magazine
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COMMITTEE MEMBER PROFILE

Name? Paul McGregor

Position? Treasurer and website manager

Years with Club? 2 years

Your Vehicle? 1992 Toyota 80 Series Landcruiser GXL factory 4.2 litre turbo diesel, 5 speed
What Modifications? Lots including rear locker, 4 inch suspension lift, body lift, rear ARB
locker, onboard air compressor, poly bull bar, warn winch, dual long range tanks, spare whe
carrier, TIM full length alloy roof rack, Milford cargo barrier, interior systems drawer system
with fridge slide, 315 Mickey Thompson MTZ (35 inch) on aftermarket 16 inch alloy rims,
Snorkel and Dual Battery.

First 4wd? First AWD was a Holden Cross8, never buy one it spent most of its life in the
Holden workshop getting fixed. The my first real 4wd was a brand new Nissan Navara D40
STX which then became a silver Ti Pathfinder and now the black Ti pathfinder which has be
relegated to work duties while | challenge the 80 series.

Dream 4wd? The 80 | have now have, with just a couple small things yet to be done includil
a front locker, rock sliding side steps and a sat navigation system.

Occupation? Self employed Building Designer

Suburb? Woodcroft

Family? Wife Jenny and Son James

Favorite place(s) to visit?Robe

Favourite Food(s)?Corona Beer and a camp oven roast

Favorite Music? 8 06s, 9006s and some of the curren
Favorite Past time?4 wheel driving, travelling and camping

Favourite Sport/Team?Port Power

A guote, saying, or motto you would like to shareNi c k name ABul | yo
Anything else you want to add about yourself?No

80 series on Border Track
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We woke up at 5.30am and Jim bribed me with "MACCA'S" for
brekkie - just love the iced coffee - packed the last few things in and
on the road by 5.45 to Mt.Barker exit ramp for the 7am. meet in the
drizzle - typical hills weather.

Jim lead the group of fearless fourbys in the rain towards Pinnaroo
where we raided the bakery for well earned pies, pasties & coffees
etc before hitting the road again in the drizzle and just out of town we
turned right down the Border Road with a sense of adventure.

Well it wasn't long before we aired down while talking to a group of
motor bikers who were led by a 68yr old - yes 68yr old guide named
Klaus who rode his bike in a way that would have shamed a lot of
younger riders. After airing down we headed along a fairly tame track
until the first of many mud holes appeared in front of us. Of course
our fearless leader - Pat - just HAD to go through it and in true
Nissan style he didn't have a problem.

However Jim and | weren't so lucky and after sloshing back and forth
about 6 times, finally succumbed to the fact we needed to be towed
out. Neil and Linda did the honours easily. Neil, Phil,Paul and Jenny
followed without much delay but Jim wouldn't say die and he went
around for another try and with a lot more gusto flew through it, with
huge amounts of mud flying in all directions. The grin on Jim's face
said it all.

We cruised along to a nice lunch spot with a few bumpy tracks
thrown in. After keeping the tummy gremlins happy - it's tough out
there but someone has to do it - we enjoyed an afternoon of assorted
tracks including some mean and extremely "moguly" hills that really
mixed the bourbon with the coke - but when Pat got a message on
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his GPS saying no firewood at our proposed camp we started
picking up firewood along the track.

It wasn't long before we had what we thought was enough wood to
last 3 nights we headed for Red Bluff camp over the Vic border to
find a few groups already set up. We soon set up and got the
compulsory fire going with tables appearing with nibbles etc to set
the scene. However as you have probably seen before some
cars headed out to get more wood. Jim, Brian, Phil, Nathan, Pat,
Neil & Linda headed out & returned with another pile so big most
were sure half of it would be enjoyed by the next lucky camper.
While the wood collectors were away we were entertained by Paul
trying the winch out on his newly acquired 80 series by winching the
firewood pile a metre or so away to give us more chair room.

The mainly starry night saw everyone enjoying various fare with no
complaints.

The next morning we awoke to drizzle with comments like bloody
Victorian weather, so like true troopers we soldiered on through
brekkie and a flurry of pulling down tents and packing up as the
drizzle intensified. It wasn't long before we were over to S.A. again
and heading south and as if we had ordered it the rain stopped to
clearer skies.

We dodged some cows and bulls along this track to go through ruts
and muddy holes to cheers for those who made it and some being
snatched out. After encountering a crew from the 4wd monthly
forum there were various muddy holes that covered all cars with a
fine coating of gooey brown mud. The cameras were working
overtime through all of this to the dismay of those who weren't so
lucky to get through. Heading further south the road out soon
arrived so it was pump up time.

We drove west towards Keith where Dave, Les & Neil and Linda
headed home and the rest went into Keith to visit the bakery for
lunch. Another successful trip enjoyed by all.

Jess.
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Jim being extricated from the first bog hole
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Early evening camp at Red Bluff

Paul putting the 80 series through its paces
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