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Mount Lofty Rangers Inc. 
About Us 

The Clubôs aim is to enjoy all aspects of owning and using our 4WDs while 

enjoying the diverse surroundings offered by this great country.  We are a club of 

4WD enthusiasts who enjoy challenging driving, regular trips, camping, camp 

cooks and a great social scene on and off track. 

 

Membership 

Membership is open to anyone who owns a 4WD regardless of its make or model 

and has a passion for driving. Mount Lofty Rangers Inc is an affiliated member of 

the SA Association of 4WD Clubs. 

 

Club Outings  

The Mount Lofty Rangers provides regular day, weekend and extended four 

wheel drive trips, lead by experienced trip leaders. Trips are rated on the level of 

difficulty and are available to all members and guests. 

 

The club has a dedicated social committee who also organises regular events that 

complement the club trips.  

 

Experience and Training 

Our current members possess a wide range of skills ranging from beginner to 

advanced. The club has a number of accredited instructors and assessors, and is 

involved in regular training via the SAAFWDC Driver Training Unit. 

 

Meetings  

Club meetings are the second Monday of each month* and are held at the  
 

Blackwood Football Club  Trevor Terrace   Blackwood 
 

Time 7:15 pm  

 

*Except where this Monday falls on a long weekend then the meeting is held on 

the 3rd Monday of the month 

 

Information  

For more information on the Club please check out our website at: 

www.mountloftyrangers.com.au  

 MT LOFTY RANGERS  UHF CLUB CHANNEL NO 27       

http://www.mountloftyrangers.com.au/
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Welcome all, to the July edition of your club magazine, all 68 pages of it ! 

What a bumper edition ! 

I must firstly thank all the contributors for sending in their trip reports for the 

trips held over the last month and I'm sure you will enjoy their perspectives on 

the varied destinations. Keep the material coming ! 

If you are looking to catch up on your training, then check out the training 

section on page 46. Please support the DTU and put your names down for the 

various training trips on offer.. 

In the coming months you will also be able to have a fresh look at current 

issues through Steve Brownôs cartoonôs. This months sketch depicts a rather  

modified 4wd and ponders the question of its legality ! 

 

Through my work in the oil and gas industry, I get to see some very remote 

parts of central Australia. As some of you will know, this is a fairly 

unforgiving part of the world, however this months pic is of a drill rig in 

Texas. Im sure glad we don't get tornadoôs in central Australia ! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cheers 

Neil Cook 
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Well, another month has yet rolled around for 2009 as we now approach the 

quieter time of year with the amount of trips we usually run.  This is primarily 

due to the weather as I expect few people generally enjoy going away in the 

cold & rain along with getting their vehicle muddy & dirty. So I encourage trip 

leaders to step forward to run day trips between now & the next long weekend 

due in October. Speaking of which it was good to see we had 2 trips run over 

the course of the June Long weekend to Bendleby Ranges & Peake. I look 

forward to reading the trip reports & see the photos throughout this monthôs 

magazine. 

So when reading through this magazine please refer to the upcoming trips 

section & also consult the trip board & get your name down on a trip or 

consider leading a trip. Also please consider to getting your name down for the 

mid year dinner coming up at the Bierhaus in Lobethal as we need large 

numbers to make this worthwhile for the restaurant. I am sure it will be a great 

night as a social gathering & is being organized by Shorty & Matt. 

Also there is the first aid course coming up in September this year. I am sure 

this will be of great benefit to you personally just not in your 4wd life when out 

on trips but at home, work & in everyday life so once again lets all look at 

seeing if we can get the maximum number of applicant we can to make it worth 

while for the club/ 

There are a couple of new initiatives, which are being introduced at the moment 

to make things easier for members & designated trip leaders when youôre out 

on club trip if you could please co-operate with both of these from now on that 

would be greatly appreciated. 

 

ICE Forms (In Case of Emergency) 

In front of you on the table is a blank form sheet if you could please take 1 per 

vehicle & fill out all the details as requested upon it. Once the details have been 

filled out cut the sheet in half & seal each half into a separate envelope, then 

write on the front of the envelope your name with the words ñICEò & then keep 

somewhere safe. What you need to do with these forms when you go on all 

club trips or activities is bring both these envelopes with you. At the start of the 

trip hand both copies to the designated trip leader who in turn will hand 1 copy 

to tail end Charlie, just in case if anything was to happen to the trip leader. At 

the conclusion of the trip these forms will be handed back to you un-opened for 

use next time. These envelopes would be only opened in case of an emergency 

if there were no one else with you on a trip or anyone else able to provide any 

medical details to a hospital or other medical practitioner for use.  

  

PRESIDENTIAL REPORT JULY 2009  
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This would also allow a trip leader to contact anyone you have designated as 

your emergency contact person about you & your current situation. 

 

Trip Intention Forms  

These are a new form for participants to fill out every time they nominate for a 

club trip with the yellow cards on the trip notice board. So when you write 

your name down on one of these sheets please grab 1 of these blank forms & 

fill it out on the night the please hand over to the designated trip leader for this 

trip. The idea behind this form is to provide as much detailed information as 

possible to the trip leader to about who is going on their trip, the type of vehi-

cle & modifications it has as to the suitability for their chosen trip. There will 

also be information like a hone number & email address to make the contact-

ing people easier for them too. Hopefully it will make the process a whole 

easy for the trip leaders thus encouraging more club members to run & organ-

ise club trips as trip leaders. So please co-operate by filling these forms out 

every time you nominate for a club trip, event or activity. 

I have included my phone number & email address at the back of this maga-

zine so if anyone wishes to make contact with me about any matter, idea, sug-

gestion, criticism or their general point of view about the club in general 

please feel free to make contact with myself & lets see what we all can do to-

gether to improve the club.  

 

 

Cheers for now,  Andrew Thomas 
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Specialising in 4x4  -  Wheels, Tyres and Suspension 

Darren Callary  

0404 099 397  

QUALITY NEW & USED TYRES & MAGS ðALL BRANDS ðALL SIZES  
REPAIRS ðBALANCING ðWHEEL ALIGNMENT ðACCESSORIES ðBATTERIES  

EXPERT ADVICE ðQUALITY, RELIABLE SERVICE  
LIGHTFORCE & STAUN PRODUCT STOCKIST, EVAKOOL  FRIDGE STOCKIST  

RIDEPRO & BILSTEIN SPECIALIST  
ABN 74 280 871 853  

  LEGENDARY OFF ROAD TYRES  

                www.mickeythompsontires.com.au 

sales@totaltractiontyres.com 

PRE -TRIP  SERVICING, 

INSPECTIONS & ADVICE 

*FULLY Qualified mechanic* 

ATZ  MTZ  CLAW  FC-II  
ATZ  
4 RIB 

80A OõSULLIVAN BEACH 

RD ,LONSDALE S.A. 5160  

Ph: 8186 1011  

80/20%  70/30% 60/40%  40/60%  20/80%  
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FOR ALL YOUR INSURANCE NEEDS  
 

 CALL  
KAI HEINSEN  

Tel: 8278 7000  

kai@tcis.com.au  
 

 SPECIALIST 4WD CONTRACTS  

Proud sponsor of  the Mount Lofty Rangers Magazine  

 

    
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

ARE UNSTABLE INTEREST RATES CAUSING TURMOIL IN ARE UNSTABLE INTEREST RATES CAUSING TURMOIL IN 

YOUR HOME LOAN, CREDIT CARDS AND PERSONAL LOANS??YOUR HOME LOAN, CREDIT CARDS AND PERSONAL LOANS??  
    

Now itõs easy and hassle free to confidentially discuss your finance needs 

with someone you can trust. 
 
  

 phone Paul on 0405484448 or 83874255 (all hours) 
 
  

 Home Loans, refinancing, debt consolidation and reduction, personal loans, 

First Home Buyer assistance, pre purchase approval. 
 

 Proud sponsor of the Mount Lofty Rangers Magazine 

                                                      

mailto:Kai@tcis.com.au
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Rockleigh   27-28 June 

 

It all started at a very civilised time, taking a leisurely trip up the SE Freeway 

to Callington and out to the north of the town to the private property shortly 

meeting Pat and Shorty at the campsite a little after 10am. Graham, Nick and Dave 

arrived soon after. We boiled the billy and chatted for a while as introductions were 

made, a bit of air was let out of the tyres and possible improvements to the area 

were discussed.  

It was a relaxing start to the weekend, standing next to the fire, sipping a 

cuppa, surrounded by green rolling hills with the bleating of new lambs drifting in 

from the neighbourôs paddock. Nick, particularly, could feel the stress levels 

dropping. With 16mth old twin boys at home, itôs been a while since heôs been able 

to get away. Donôt worry Nick, in a few more years, youôll have actually have a 

couple of good excuses to get away! 

So off we went, to start exploring the property.  Shorty lead us through to 

another paddock where a gentle slope took us through a small gully and up an 

interesting little hill, where the track went up, over smooth, football sized rocks, 

that were held together with clay. All of which had been nicely wetted down by 

rain the previous night. Shorty went up without any dramaôs, but most of us needed 

a couple of goes at picking the right line, for some sections, with the correct 

amount of right foot, to enable the mud filled tyres to scramble over the rocks. The 

next challenge was coming back up the washed out gully, with some intimidating 

looking washouts and jump-ups to negotiate. My first run ócustomisedô my 

sidesteps, when I gave it a bit more right foot than was really required, but 

managed a much more controlled run once Iôd watched the others crawl up with 

more restraint.  

The day continued with the arrival of a few more members, and a few more 

obstacles. Nick found himself loosing traction on a slippery hillside, despite 

running a fairly aggressive tyre, and tried again with a bit more speed, slithered off 

to the side of the track, but managed to reverse down safely. My attempt saw me 

stop forward motion a bit further up the hill, but it was decided to winch me up, 

rather than risk a slippery slide type reversing attempt. Shortyôs winch was used, 

with his vehicle secured by strap to Patôs vehicle a little further up the hill. With 

each cars attempt the hill became more slippery. It was certainly entertaining 

watching Luke attempt the      hill, with the wheels still turning forwards as the 

vehicle slid backwards! 
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While some took the opportunity to have some training marked off, oth-

ers followed Shorty to another gully where I again realised the benefits of de-

cent tyres, lift and locker, (maybe some driver skill..? ) (..naaah!) and found 

myself needing winching out after attempting to follow in Shortyôs wheel 

tracks and further customising my side steps. Luke followed once I was clear, 

with some interesting sounds coming from under his vehicle as he applied 

plenty of right foot and bounced out the other end. Graham followed with his 

sidesteps also acquiring a few more battle scars as he crawled out of the gully.  

Another, hill side track, that became gradually steeper, provided the most 

exciting incident of the weekend. Once again, Shorty crawled up the track, 

this time announcing that it was ña little slippery near the topò. Nick followed 

in the Challenger, and seemed to be doing OK until running out of traction 

and the engine stalling. Being an auto transmission, Nick had little option 

other than to plant his foot on the brake. This is about the time that gravity 

took over, as the car slid with wheels locked, down the hillside, fortunately 

following the wheel tracks, for a distance of 10-15 metres. After a short pause, 

Nickôs voice crackled over the UHF, ñWellé.., that was interesting!ò I then 

erred on the side of caution, given that I had AT tyres, and waved Graham 

through. He made it a little further up the hill, but the combination of making 

it higher up the hill and being in a heavier Patrol, resulted in an even more 

ñinterestingò backwards slide, when gravity again won out, and the Patrol 

could be seen accelerating down the hill with the wheels locked, stopping 15+ 

metres down the hill, just before the track became steeper again.  

As most headed home, Graham, Nick and myself rolled out our swags 

and kicked back next to fire. After a call from Dave, Nathan and I did a quick 

run back to the gate, to guide a heard of cows back into the property after they 

somehow managed to open the chained gate. Fortunately they were quite co-

operative, once I managed to turn them around, and they happily ran back 

down the 400m of road and through the gate, freaking out Nathan as they 

charged towards him holding the gate open!  

As usual, the days events were revisited and a number of important is-

sues discussed, (including the vitally important question of how WheatBix 

should be prepared), next to the fire, before turning in.  

The Sunday started in a similar relaxing way, with Dave finding us next 

the camp fire a little before 10am, in much the same positions as we were 

when he left the night before. (except we were drinking coffee this time!) We 

found a new rocky creek, not far from the campsite where we practiced some 

wheel placement and also did a couple of runs up and down our favourite  
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gully from the day before, before returning to the campsite, packing our gear 

and heading for home. I also spent a while attempting to put my Patrolôs tail 

light back in itôs place, but I was told that it was always just going to be a 

matter of time, ótill they fell out!  

Thanks to Dave and Shorty for organising the trip and the others for 

their company. Each time out with the club, Iôve learnt more about my vehi-

cle and what it can and canôt do. (and solved a few of the worlds problems 

around the campfire!) Iôm looking forward to heading back to Rockleigh and 

hopefully helping with a few improvements. Itôs a nice spot with a variety of 

tracks to practice and test a vehicle, and itôs driver. Itôs nice and close too, so 

letôs hope that we can build a good working relationship with the owner, so 

we can retain access for years to come! 

 

Phil Simes 


