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El Presidente�s vehicle, after he demonstrated that it is possible to 
roll a Prado on a flat road at 40 kph 
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Mount Lofty Rangers Inc. 
About Us 
The Club�s aim is to enjoy all aspects of owning and using our 4WDs while 
enjoying the diverse surroundings offered by this great country.  We are a club of 
4WD enthusiasts who enjoy challenging driving, regular trips, camping, camp 
cooks and a great social scene on and off track. 
 
Membership 
Membership is open to anyone who owns a 4WD regardless of its make or model 
and has a passion for driving. Mount Lofty Rangers Inc is an affiliated member of 
the SA Association of 4WD Clubs. 
 
Club Outings  
The Mount Lofty Rangers provides regular day, weekend and extended four 
wheel drive trips, lead by experienced trip leaders. Trips are rated on the level of 
difficulty and are available to all members and guests. 
 
The club has a dedicated social committee who also organises regular events that 
complement the club trips.  
 
Experience and Training 
Our current members possess a wide range of skills ranging from beginner to 
advanced. The club has a number of accredited instructors and assessors, and is 
involved in regular training via the SAAFWDC Driver Training Unit. 
 
Meetings  
Club meetings are the second Monday of each month* and are held at the  
 

Blackwood Football Club  Trevor Terrace   Blackwood 
 

Time 7:15 pm  
 
*Except where this Monday falls on a long weekend then the meeting is held on 
the 3rd Monday of the month 
 
Information 
For more information on the Club please check out our website at: 
www.mountloftyrangers.com.au  

� MT LOFTY RANGERS  UHF CLUB CHANNEL NO 27 ������������������������
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G�day Folks 
 
 
Well, here I am, faced with every magazine editor�s nightmare�a blank 
sheet of paper.   I don�t quite recall how this happened, but I seemed to 
remember incautiously mentioning on a Cape Otway trip that I used to 
edit the LandRover Owner�s Club magazine.   Mind you, that was more 
than 25 years ago in Sydney, which only goes to show that you should 
be very careful what you say and to whom. 
 
 
First off, a considerable vote of thanks goes to Ian Richardson who has 
done this job for the last two years.   He has made my life very much 
easier by setting a template and a standard for me to follow. 
 
 
There are a few new ideas which we are going to introduce and we�d 
like to know what you think of them.   First off , starting with this issue 
the magazine will now be available in three formats.   The printed 
version you are familiar with will continue, but you will also be able to 
download it from the Club�s web site.   As well, there will be a limited 
number of copies burned to CD which you can get at the monthly 
meetings.   The advantage of the last two formats is that all the pictures 
and some other items will be in colour. 
 
 
Next we will be producing a limited number of CDs on which will be 
the Club�s magazine for the last 12 months.   This will serve as a 
convenient way to store articles and reference materials such as radio 
frequencies, web links, etc.   Other information will be included, such as 
the Four Wheel Drive Code of Conduct, a copy of the Mount Lofty 
Rangers Constitution and various other things that you may find useful. 
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For the CDs we ask a gold coin donation to offset the cost of 
production. 
 
 
You will find some new things here as we dream them up.   This 
month sees the MLR Inaugural Crossword.   The clues will give you 
an insight into the somewhat strange way I view the world, and the 
puzzle should help you while away those long convoy driving 
stretches, with the help of the radio.   There isn�t any prize planned, 
except perhaps bragging rights if you can actually complete it.   If 
you do I�ll probably make it even more obscure next month. 
 
Good luck with it, the answers will be in next month�s magazine. 
 
 
As always, this is your magazine and I can only print what you give 
me.   So, fingers to keyboard and write me something!  Please!! 
 
 
Till next month 
 
Barrie Davis 
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As I sit here under the Southern Cross in the middle of Australia (well just down 
and to the right of the middle actually) I�m reflecting on what a privilege it is to be 
able to access our inheritance that is the outback.  Unique in its appeal and vista, 
my first visit to the Simpson Desert but definitely not my last. 
 
 
I know that the club meeting that I am missing is in good hands and a big thanks to 
all who helped out the new VP Graham, lending a hand where needed. 
 
 
Looking forward to the next 6 months up to Christmas we look a bit thin on trips, 
and so I look to the members to put up a trip or two to keep up the flow of activity. 
 
 
What makes a good trip?  To me it�s the company first, destination a very close sec-
ond.  Part of the dynamic of the club is its people and so I suggest some shorter 
trips, some trips with the shared cost by sharing with a co-driver.  Maybe we look at 
father son/daughter trips or maybe even get the mothers involved and leave the old 
man at home while you take the kids out and enjoy the bush.  Who knows, you 
might start to like it more than the old man. 
 
 
One of the things that have filtered back to the committee is the time it takes to get 
past the membership requirements and become a financial member of the club.  So 
the committee has agreed to help speed up the process and still comply with our 
current constitution.   We will be putting up a regular trip to Blackwood on a Mon-
day night to help overcome the requirement to be met of attending one trip.   Hope-
fully this will help new members in to the club quicker. 
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The committee will be reviewing the constitution over the next 12 
months examining issues we may not comply with and looking into 
removing items in the constitution that have changed over time.  So 
if you have any comments on what should go and what should stay 
please let me know via email so they can be tabled at the committee 
meetings for discussion. 
 
 
Well, I hope you enjoyed the trips over the past month and I look 
forward to hearing some of the reports at the meeting. 
 
 
See you there 
 
Your Prez Trevor 
 
 
(PS: the Silver Prado is now gone and a white one has replaced it - 
check out the white one in the car park ) 
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Miranda Gant Sawyer and Emily & Jarred McClintock 
 
Day 1 - The Adventures of Jarred McClintock! 
I got up this morning at 6.15am. I got dressed as soon as I finished my drink then 
we set off to the Simpson Desert. We stopped at Jamestown for a break. On the 
way I saw 5 emus and a lot of sheep. We stopped at Hawker. Dad put some petrol 
in the car and dad bought me a drink. We are now on the dirt track. Dad is now let-
ting some air out of the tyres. We are back on the road and are on our way to the 
first campsite at Italowie Gap in Gammon Ranges. 
  
Day 2 On day 2 we stayed at the same place as day 1 Italowie Gap. At 9am we 
went for a pleasant stroll down the 2wd track to pay our campfees and we saw a 
big mountain that looked like the island in the movie "Nims Island". When we got 
back to camp we went to Arkaroola which is a 45 min drive. It was heaps cool 
there. At Arkaroola the sites there were giant Australian rocks, old fashioned land 
marks, a general store and a swimming pool. After that we climbed a rocky moun-
tain near our campsite. It was real fun. When we reached the top we were thrilled, 
all the hard work had paid off. The view was spectacular!!! On the way back it was 
misery I (Miranda) accidentally sat on a spider, I almost fell off and I kept slip-
ping. Emily, Jarred and Lena had hardly any trouble at all. 
  
Day 3 Today was just a day of changing landscapes. We started off with moun-
tain ranges, then Gibber plains, small white sand dunes as we entered the Strezleki 
track, yellow sandunes near Moomba, then turning to orange coloured dunes and 
then finally a green wooded landscape of Innaminka Regional Reserve. Then we 
stayed at Scrubby Camp on Cooper Creek. 
  
Day 4 This morning we packed up at Scrubby Camp to go to Coongie Lakes and 
it was spectacular. It was so pretty that we pretended it was Hawaii or Fiji!! Then 
we went to Innamincka for fuel. After we drove 2 kms out of Innamincka we ran 
into John and Hannah from MLR. We continued on and camped on the side of the 
Cordillo Downs Road. 
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Day 5 When we woke up it was -4 degrees. We hit the road. It was 
rough and slow. When we got to the Qld border the track got better. 
We stayed at the Birdsville caravan park. 
 
Day 6 Today we went to the world famous landmark Big Red. It 
was really big (not) but we still had a really good day. All the kids 
were rolling and running down it. When we got back the boys went to 
get some firewood. That night I (Emily) spotted an orbit around 
the moon. It was cool. 
  
Day 7 This morning we departed Birdsville after going to the bak-
ery for morning tea to enter the Simpson Desert. Today we battled 
Big Red with trailers. In the afternoon we just pulled over to a camp-
site not far from the end of the QAA line.  
  
Day 8 We continued along the QAA line to get to Poepell Corner. 
At Poepell Corner we were in 3 states at once SA, Qld and NT. After 
lunch we continued on the French line to reach our campsite 10 kms 
from Knolls junction.  Today we passed 75 cars and it seemed like a 
million sand dunes!!! 
 
Day 9 Today we did the last 10kms of French line then we entered 
Knolls track. After that we turned onto WAA line where there were 
hardly any people. By 2pm the sand dunes were getting soft and 3pm 
we set up camp. 
  
Day 10 This morning we had an early departure to get to Dalhousie 
Springs. After 480 kms of driving we finally crossed the Simpson 
Desert!!! We entered Witjira National Park and met up with Trev’s 
group at Purnie Bore. Both groups went to Dalhouse Springs. The 
water was a beautiful temperature at 37 degrees. That night we heard 
dingoes howling. 
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Day 11 Today we left Dalhousie Springs and stopped at Dalhousie 
Ruins. We drove on the Oodnadatta track to get to the Pink Road-
house. After lunch we continued and stopped at William Creek for a 
little look. We camped at Beresford which had ruins, water towers 
and a big roaring fire. Dad slept under the stars in his swag and a 
dingo came right up to Dad and sniffed him. 
  
Day 12 We left Beresford to the to Flinders Ranges. We stopped for 
fuel at Marree (and a cake). For lunch we went to the Prairie Hotel at 
Parachilna. Later in the afternoon we found our campsite in Brachina 
Gorge. It was called Cambrian. 
 
Day 13 Today we are still at Cambrian. This morning we went for a 
hike up the mountain which was really steep. We just stayed around 
the campsite and did no driving. 
  
Day 14 We stayed at camp for a little while and then drove to Wil-
pena Pound. We went for a hike into the pound to see Hills Home-
stead and up to the lookout to view Wilpena pound. We came back 
and had refreshments at the general store and then returned to Cam-
brian. 
  
Day 15 Last day! We set off bright and early for Hawker where the 
dads put the air back in tyres. After 200kms we got to Jamestown for 
lunch. Now we’re on our way home via Blyth and Balaklava. 
  
SUMMARY 
 
On this trip we had a wonderful time. We didn’t get stuck once. It just 
shows kids don’t need modern gadgets in the desert to have fun! 
Thanks for reading our report.          
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Belair Road Auto Electrical 
Prop:  Tim Byrne 

 

  
 
 
Repairs To: Motor Vehicle Electrical and 
    Electronic Fuel Injection Systems 
 

� Air-conditioning Servicing  
� Bosch Electronic Tuning 
� RAA/Bosch Battery Sales 
� 4x4 Accessories �sales and fitting 

 
59 Belair Road, Kingswood 5062 
Phone 8271 7617 Fax 8272 8510 

E-mail: brae59@internode.on.net  
 
 

Proud sponsor of  the Mount Lofty Rangers Magazine 

Our Services Include: 
Accounting & Taxation, GST, 

Business Advisory & Management Consulting, 
Audit, Business & Estate Planning, 

Statutory Record Keeping, 
Investment/Retirement/Superannuation, 

Computer Advisory & Processing 
See Craig Need  Ph. 0438-297-447 

9a Anzac Highway, Keswick, South Australia, 5035 
Phone: (08) 8297-4477   Fax: (08) 8297-9989   email: craig@need.com.au 

 
Proud sponsor of  the Mount Lofty Rangers Magazine 
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Trip WallFlat/Monarto Zoo  
Date/s � Duration Weekend 17-18th May 

Camp at Wall Flat 
Friday night 16th May Camp Fire and 
drinks 
Saturday 17th Mallee/River Drive with 
Merv  Camp at Wall Flat celebrate Shorty’s 
40th Birthday 
Sunday 18th Monarto Zoo (if you well 
enough) 

Trip Leaders Dave Willsmore 0412411751 

Convoy limit No Limit but need numbers to book ZOO 
By May 12 Meeting 

General comments Porta loo’s will be on site 

Summary of up coming trips: 
When putting your name down for a trip you MUST include your contact number 
If you cannot attend and your name is on the trip sheet you MUST contact the trip 
leader or Trips coordinator. 
 
  1.     16 -18 May Monarto Zoo weekend. Shortys Birthday. 

2.     24-25 May Basic Theory Training. 
3.     6-9 June L/Wend. Bendelby Ranges. 
4.     June L/Wend 6-9 June.Mungo NP 
5.     June 20-22 Peake. Friday night meal in the pub. 
6.     July 5-18 or 20. East to West Birdsville across Simpson Desert. 
7.     July 5-7 Gregorys Food and Wine Festival. Yorke Peninsular. 
8.     July 8-13 Dalhousie Springs. Pre Simpson Trip. 
9.     July 14-20 West To East Simpson Desert crossing 
10. 17 August Tanunda � Barossa Estate Winery. 
11. October L/Wend. Whyalla inter club. This is a big gathering of all 4wd 

clubs. 
 
 More details for all of these trips will be on the trips board at the meeting. 

()��!*���+�*)�()��!*���+�*)� 
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Trip Bendelby Ranges 
Date/s � Duration June Long weekend 7,8,9th June 
Trip Leaders Donald Ward 0408848734 

Convoy limit  7 Vehicles 

Distance � Kms 800km 

Departure / meeting point & time Arrive Friday Night 
Depart Monday 
Departure Place & time to be confirmed 

Radio UHF 

RSVP � deposit Deposit required 

Special requirements  

General comments Camping: Tent & Camper trailer 

Trip Gregorys Food & Wine Festival 
Yorke Peninsula between  
Pt Victoria & Maitland 

Date/s � Duration 5 - 6th July 
Trip Leaders Trevor Hill 0400676954 

 Greig Lang 0414969417 

Convoy limit No Limit 

Distance � Kms 500km 

Departure / meeting point & time To be Confirmed 

Radio UHF 

RSVP � deposit  

Special requirements  

General comments  
Camp at Pt Victoria Caravan Pk  
(make own booking) 

()��!*���+�*)�()��!*���+�*)� 



 

Rangers Review  

Trip Dalhousie Springs 
 

Date/s � Duration July 8 -13th 
Trip Leaders Trevor Hill 0400676954 

Convoy limit Trip Limit 10 vehicles 

Distance � Kms 2500km 

Departure / meeting point & time To be Confirmed 

Radio UHF 

RSVP � deposit  

General comments Bush Camping some sites have toilets & 
bush showers 
Tents & Well prepared camper trailers 

Trip Weekend in Whyalla 
Date/s � Duration October Long Weekend 4-6th 
Trip Leaders Darren Callary 0404099397 

Convoy limit No Trip limit 

Distance � Kms 1000km 

Departure / meeting point & time To be Confirmed 

Radio UHF 

RSVP � deposit  

Special requirements  

General comments Arrive Friday Night 
Camping All Types 
Showers & Toilets Available 
  

()��!*���+�*)�()��!*���+�*)� 




